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Whitehorse. Yukon Territory 
March 28. 1977 

Mr. Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 
We wi ll proceed with Morning Prayers. 

1 Prayers 1 

Mr. Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the 
Order Paper. 

Are there any documents for tabling? 

TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr . Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Eudca
tion. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker. I have for tabling a 
Green Paper on Bid Deferentials for Northern Enter
prises. 

Mr. Speaker : Any further documents or correspon-
dence for tabling? 

Reports of Committees? 
Petitions? 
Introduction of Bills? 
Notices of Motion for the Production of Papers? 

NOTICES OF MOTION FOR PRODUCTION OF PAP
ERS 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Ogil
vie. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Speaker, I give Notice of Motion, 
seconded by the Member from Whitehorse South 
Centre, that the Administration table, this Session, the 
Progress Report of the Northern Yukon Research Pro
ject for the year 1976. 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Notices of Mo-
tion for the Production of Papers? 

Notices of Motion or Resolution? 
Any Statements by Ministers? 
This brings us then to the Question Period. Have you 

any questions? 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from 
Hootalinqua. 

Question re: Land Transfers 

Mr. Fleming: Yes , Mr. Speaker, a question for the 
Minister of Local Government. On the transfer of lands, 
such as an L.I.D. district to the territorial government 
from the federal government, and in the case of 
lakeshore within the boundaries, does that lakeshore, 
back to the high water line, also revert to the territorial 
government or does it remain in the hands of the federal 
government? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Local 
Government? 
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Hon. Mr. McKinnon: It's transferred , the administ
ration and control of it only. Up to 100 feet back of the 
high water mark is under the control and administra
tion of the territorial government. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from 
Hootalinqua? 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I might ask, it's not 
actually-- the control is turned over to you, but it is not 
the same as the rest of the thing, there is no ownership. 
Right? 

Mr. S(leaker: The Honourable Minister of Local 
Government? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: In all of the lands that's trans
ferred over to the territorial government for administ
ration and control, it is the administration and control , 
not the ownership that is transferred to the territorial 
government. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Health 
and Welfare. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
table the originals of Legislative Returns prepared in 
response to questions from the 1976 , Third Session. 
Copies of these Returns have already been mailed to 
Members. 

Mr. Speaker: The Eonourable Member from Ogil
vie? 

Question re: Commissioner's Rent 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Speaker, a verbal question for 
anyone in administration. Does the Commissioner pay 
his rent as any federal civil servant would or does any 
government pay for it? 

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Administrator? 

Mr. Gillespie : Mr. Speaker, the Commissioner does 
pay rent as do other federal civil servants for the ac
commodation that he is in. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Ogil
vie? 

Ms. Millard: Just a supplementary, does he pay at 
the same rate as other federal civil servants? 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Speaker, I would have to come 
back with an answer for the Member 's information. 

Mr. Speaker: Yes, perhaps the question can be 
taken as noted. 

Any further questions? The Honourable Member 
from Whitehorse Riverdale? 

Question re: Fishing Regulations at Wellesley Lake 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Speaker, I have a written ques
tion this morning. I would direct it to the Minister of 
Local Government but perhaps the Commissioner is the 



one -- we can -- I will read the question anyway. The 
Game Department recently introduced new regulations 
respecting Wellesley Lake, the Government has desig
nated the area as a trophy lake. The regulations mean 
you can only fish with hooks that have barbs removed 
and that the daily limit is two fish only, one of which can 
be over twenty pounds. The question is, did the Game 
Department look at trophy lake regulations in other 
jurisdictions and are they the same as others and if not, 
how do they differ? 

Mr. Speaker: This is a written question? 

Mr. Lengerke: This is a written question, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Have you any further questions? 
The Honourable Minister of Local Government? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
table the answer to the written question number 12, 
concerning the former Acorn Lumber Mill site. 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further questions? This 
then brings us to- Mr. Administrator? 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Fleming on March 
22nd: "I have noted that there appears to be some dis
crepancies in the 1974 sessional paper on fuel equaliza
tion and asked whether the government was prepared to 
look at these and make changes if necessary." The ans
wer, Mr. Speaker, is that the Heating Fuel Equalization 
Plan was developed several years ago and because of 
constantly changing circumstances , the Government 
will undertake to review the plan. 

Mr. Speaker: All right , we'll then proceed to or
ders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MOTIONS 

Madam Clerk: Item One, standing in the name of 
the Honourable Member, Mrs. Watson. 

Mr. Speaker: I note from the Chair that Mrs. Wat
son will not be with us today and perhaps we will stand 
Item Number 1 over until tomorrow 's Order Paper. 

Some Members: Agreed. 

Mr. Speaker : May I have your further pleasure? 
The Honourable Member from Pelly River. 

Mr. McCall: I would move that Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the Chair, and the House resolve into Committee 
of the Whole. 

Ms. Millard: I second that. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 
Member from Pelly River, seconded by the Honourable 
Member from Ogilvie, that Mr. Speaker do now leave 
the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of · 
the Whole. 

Page 534 

Are you prepared for the question? \ 

Some Members: Question. 

Mr. Speaker : Are you agreed? 

Some Members: Agreed. 

Mr. Speaker: I shall declare that the Motion is car
ried. 

(Motion carried ) 

(Mr. Speaker leaves the Chair J 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Mr. Chairman: I now call this Committee to order . 
We will be continuing with the debate on Vote Number 

18, Yukon Housing Corporation . 
I will now declare a brief recess. 

(Recess) 

Mr. Chairman: For consideration on the Vote on 
Yukon Housing Corporation, we have Mr. John Owens, 
Chairman of the Board of Yukon Housing Corporation 
and Mr. Keith Schneider, the General Manager. 

Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I had an analysis 
done on the basis for comparative market rents here, if 
it could be distributed to all Members as well as the 
basic outline of what the Main Estimates have, in the 
contents. I'd like to make a few comments if I may, Mr. 
Chairman, in relation to the budget. 

Mr. Chairman: Please, Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: In introducing the 1977-'78 budget of 
the Yukon Housing Corporation, I'd like to preface my 
remarks by giving some of the background of the corpo
ration. The Ordinance establishing the Yukon Housing 
Corporation was passed March of 1972 and as a territor
ial Crown Agency, the Corporation exercises its power 
as an agent of the Commissioner within the terms of the 
legislation. Within the framework of its broad powers, 
the Corporation is committed to providing adequate 
housing to all Yukoners who are unable, for various 
reasons, to obtain suitable housing. 

The affairs of the Corporation are conducted by the 
Board of Directors who are private citizens appointed 
by Commissioner's Order. In most areas, the Board 
operates with a considerable degree of independence, 
however, on major policy and financial matters, the 
Board seeks the comment and approval of the Execu
tive Committee. 

As the Executive Committee Member responsible for 
the Yukon Housing Corporation, I have requested the 
Chairman of the Board and the General Manager of the 
Corporation to assist in the presentation of the 1977-'78 
budget. 

Although this may be somewhat of a departure from 
current practice, I feel the unique position of the Corpo
ration warrants the participation by Corporation rep
resentatives who are responsible for the forthcoming 
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budget expenditures. 
In general terms , the Operation and Maintenance 

Budget for the Yukon Housing Corporation is basically 
non-expansionary. The overall 9% increase is esti
mated operation and maintenance expenditures re
flects forced price increases in the cost of utilities and 
the coming onstream of a project late in 1976-'77. 

The administrative costs have increased mainly be
cause of the formal transfer of programs from govern
ment departments which in turn increased the Corpora
tion staff size and related expenditures. 

You will note in establishment 1800, the total staff 
complement is now 19, an increase of seven man years. 

With the transfer of the Housing Education Program 
from the Department of Education, the Corporation re
ceived one full time position and H2 casual man years. 
In addition, 1.5 custodial man years were transferred 
when Yukon Housing Corporation became responsible 
for the residence for senior citizens in Whitehorse. 

The increase in Professional and Special Services in
dicates the Corporation's intention to continue to utilize 
various professional services rather than increasing its 
permanent staff to provide services which are required 
on an occasional basis. 

It was with this type of available funding last year 
that the Corporation undertook, at the Council's re
quest , a preliminary investigation into the viability of a 
prefab housing industry in Yukon. 

The largest parts of these funds are earmarked for 
pre-design, appraisal, engineering and technical ser
vices. 

Other increases in administrative costs result from 
price increases in costs related to the transfer of addi
tional man years. 

The increase in rental of land and building, i.e. office 
space, came about from a larger office space required 
and increase in rental rates. In establishment 1801, this 
involves expenditures relating to the operation of all 
subsidized housing programs with the exception of 
housing for territorial employees. In this area, in
creases in utility costs have the greatest impact. 

Projected opration and maintenance expenditures 
for staff housing which includes utilities, maintenance 
and rental of buildings is expected to exceed the rental 
revenues again. Only when all housing units are in com
parative market rents will revenues exceed the cost of 
operation. 

In 1975-'76, this program had a deficit which is not 
recoverable from other sources. However, the introduc
tion of the common comparative market rent, which 
became effective August the 1st of last year, is reducing 
the level of utility expenditures because tenants are 
responsible for heat and light. At the moment, 64 units 
are not paying comparative market rent, out of a total of 
199 staff housing units throughout the territory. 

The Corporation is trying to stimulate nome owner
ship through the sales of rental purchase housing and by 
developing a sales mechanism to sell staff housing. In 
addition, the Corporation is exploring self-help, 
cooperative building programs. 

In 1977-'78, the anticipated expenditure recoveries 
from CMHC are $578,700.00. In addition, new housing 
projects covered by rent supplement program in units 
to be built under the Rural and Remote Program are 
projected to increase total recoveries to $605,000.00. 

If the Department of Indian Affairs continue to IJ_lake 
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a contribution to the operation of the Rental Purchase 
Housing Program in the amount recoverable from 
CMHC will be reduced accordingly but the overall level 
of recoveries will not be adversely affected. 

The 1977-'78 Capital Buildin0 Program has been cut• 
back from previous years. This move reflects the 
Corporation's intention to assess existing housing prog-, 
rams and develop new housing initiatives responsive tO> 
a variety of housing needs. 

The largest part of capital spending for staff housingt 
will be directed towards major renovations of housing, 
in Beaver Creek, Swift River and Ross River. In addi
tion, it is planned to replace the housing unit at Pelly 
Crossing and provide additional units in Faro, subject to 
the land being available and staff requirements in the 
new school term. 

Public housing capital funds in 1977-'78 are required 
to complete projects begun in prior years. Most of the 
work involves exterior site work. 

Under the Rental Purchase Program, many tenants 
have expressed a desire to landscape and fence if the 
Corporation provides the materials. The remaining 
capital funds would be available to meet additional 
housing needs of the outlying communities. 

The $400,000.00 earmarked for the Rural and Remote 
Housing Program may not be fully expended in 1977-'78. 
There are plans in place to proceed with four log struc
tures in Carcross as a demonstration project. 

The Corporation hopes to play a leading role in prom
oting the use of log as a local building material and 
building system. If successful, the program and build
ing system could be undertaken by local community 
groups in other areas with the assistance of the Corpo
ration. 

In 1977-'78, the Corporation will continue to encourage 
municipalities, L.I.D.'s and special interest groups to 
play a more active role in assessing and identifying 
housing needs in their communities and delivering 
housing programs to meet those needs. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I would just like 
to take a moment at this stage to express appreciation of 
my department for the increasing coordination and as
sistance we've been receiving from Yukon Housing 
Corporation in the past year. 

It has been our objective in the Health and Welfare 
area to try to get health matters into the Bealth Branch 
and housing into Housing and in these attempts, we 
have been successful in transferring one senior citizen's 
lodge and we appreciate the fact that the local 
Whitehorse housing authority has also been cooperating 
to a great degree to make this possible. We hope that in 
the months to come we will be able to fulfill additional 
objectives in the line of getting housing under the Hous
ing umbrella and health care into the Health Branch. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Establishment 1800. YHC Ad
ministration. $469,200.00. 

Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, Mr. Chairman, perhaps I 
could direct a question to, perhaps the Honourable 
Minister of Health and Welfare and ask Mr. Chairman if 



she could tell me if she feels that the housing available 
for our senior citizens under Yukon Housing programs, 
is adequate or is there a-- you know, is there a require
ment for more apartment housing and this type of 
thing? 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, for the informa
tion of the Honourable Member, he might like to know 
that at present housing is being provided, public hous
ing supplied by the Yukon Housing Corporation for 
senior citizens is being provided as follows: in Dawson 
City, for seven single people and one couple ; in Mayo for 
one couple and in Whitehorse for 37 singles and 10 cou
ples. 

And so far , no seniors have taken up residence in 
public housing in communities elsewhere. I am not in 
charge of housing. We are in charge of assisting elderly 
citizens who require assistance. In the Yukon at pres
ent, there are some 640 people over the age of 65. At any 
time, our caseload in the Welfare Branch never exceeds 
40 to 50 of those 600. And the majority of our senior 
citizens in the Yukon are independent and are striving 
to continue to be so. And our effort in the Branch con
cerned with assisting them, in my department, is to try 
to maintain them in their own homes through some kind 
of subsidization and assistance, rather than push them 
all into lodges where they may or may not wish to be. 

As an alternative, the Corporation whose estimates 
you are looking at today, provides excellent accommo
dation at a very low cost. I can really see no area which 
is not being served by either one branch or the other. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, I have just one 
more question briefly on this subject, perhaps I can 
direct it to the witness, Mr. Schneider and ask him if 
there is a list of priorities respecting occupation of 
houses or accommodation under Yukon Housing and 
where applications by senior citizens, what priority 
they would fall into? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, on allocating hous
ing units through the local Housing Associations or the 
Whitehorse Housing Athority, preference is given to · 
individuals based on need. Here in Whitehorse where we . 
have a senior citizens' housing project, then of course, 
all the prospective applicants are of course senior citi:. 
zens. 

In the outlying communities however, the priority 
again is just simply based on need and all applicants are 
reviewed in that light. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, I would like to refer 
to page 3 of the paper, Yukon Housing Corporation main 
estimates. It says there, "the Corporation is trying to 
stimulate home ownership through the sale of rental 
purchase housing and by developing a sales mechanism 
to sell staff housing. In addition, the Corporation is exp
loring self-help cooperative building programs. " My 
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question, directed to the Minister or whoever would like 
to answer, Mr. Chairman, is how is the Corporation 
trying to stimulate the home ownership through the sale 
of rental purchasing-- purchase housing? Just explic
illy what are they doing ? And in addition. the second 
question is what programs are they exploring . specific 
programs? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, at one time in the 
Rental Purchase Housing Program, it was outlined that 
if an individual is making over $800.00 a month , and it 
would appear that they were going to make that over a 
substantial period of time, they would be given one 
year's leave to find other accommodations. Since that 
time the Housing Corporation has come up with a policy 
in relation to people actually buying the rental purchase 
home that they are residing in. 

The mechanism has been set up in relation to make it 
available to people to buy that particular home if they 
wish. 

In relation to the self-help cooperative building prog
ram, this is an area that the Yukon Housing Corporation 
is presently exploring. And it apparently has worked 
very well in the Maritimes as well as in its place in 
Alberta. The basic concept is to get a group of people 
together who are interested in home ownership, in 
building their own homes and get them together and set 
up a small program and show them the fundamental 
techniques of building, give them advice on buying 
materials and this kind of thing so that they can get a 
home at the most equitable price. 

At the present time, the Housing Corporation is exp
loring the prospects of putting on such a program and it 
will remain to be seen whether it will be viable or not in 
the Yukon to see how many people actually want to 
apply to go into a program like this , which would possi
bly last six weeks or eight weeks for a period of two 
nights a week where you would have a program instruc
tor who would teach the proper techniques of building 
and this kind of thing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: That's interesting, Mr. Chairman. 
The cooperative building approach is certainly, as the 
Minister has said, isn't anything new. Central Mortgage 
and Housing have fostered that for a good number of 
years. What I'd like to know, is the Corporation equip
ped with their own individuals to enter into a program 
like that and what I'm really asking is, are they going to 
have their staff doing the instructing at the cooperative 
building sites, if this is the rigtt phraseology. Are the 
Corporation people going to be doing this? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: The Corporation feels that we're pres
ently prepared to undertake the small number of pro
jects in the cooperative area, the instructing and gui
dance of the people on site who would probably bring in 
part-time personnel for that particular need. The 
largest part of a cooperative program is the organiza
tion of the people and giving them enough guidance to 
bring together the applications and materials and then 
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some guidance in the physical building, but I don 't be
lieve that 's the biggest problem we have to face in the 
Yukon. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerkl• ? 

Mr. Lengerke : Supplementary to that, what are, 
under the cooperative approach. what are the advan
tages to the individual as far as the actual down pay
ment, the initial investments that the individual has to 
make in this approach ? What sort of savings do you see 
what, you know , what encourages somebody to get into 
the cooperative process? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the largest saving to the 
people is the input of sweat equity , their own labour into 
the building of housing, along with the group purchasing 
of certain materials and the advice and guidance they 
can get from the Corporation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: What, a question to the witness, what 
do you actually see as a savings like, for instance , what 
would a down payment be then ? Getting into a program 
like this? Have you got any idea of what areas we're 
talking about, dollar-wise? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: The individuals would have to meet the 
5 per cent down payment. However, the CMHC is willing 
to accept the input of sweat equity against that down 
payment. Some figures would probably indicate that a 
house commercially purchased in the area of $40,000.00 
could possibly be provided by an individual under a 
cooperative in the neighbourhood of $25 ,000.00 to 
$28,000.00. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: My question is on the Rural and Re
mote Housing Program. I would like to know why the 
budget may not be fully expended in '77-78 since it 
wasn't expended before ; what is slowing it up? In the 
following paragraph, there is a question of proceeding 
with four log structures in Carcross as a demonstration 
project. Is this related to the Rural and Remote Housing 
Program? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, this is the present 
plan in relation to the Rural and Remote Housing Prog
ram, is to start in Carcross with four log structures and 
see how it works out and see how people take to the 
concept. Other communities can have a look at it and 
see if it is advisable to build them in their particular 
communities and whether or not the money will be ex
pended remains to be seen. 

It is just a case of getting the program off to a start 
and I am just saying that probably all the money that is 
voted here probably will not be expended totally. I can't 
estimate just exactly how much will be expended but it 
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is a start in the right direction and we will see how it 
works out. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, just a general ques
tion; last year, when we were discussing the estimates, 
we talked and we heard a lot about the Assisted Home 
Ownership Program in Yukon, and I am just wondering 
if , possibly, one of the witnesses could give us a general 
rundown of just how successful it was and just what is 
the status of it today. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: The take-up on the Assisted Home Own
ership Program in the Yukon, to my knowledge, hasn't 
met the budgeting estimates of C.M.H.C. 

The Corporation, in its part and in using the Assisted 
Home Ownership Program, built 28 semi-detached 
units in Riverdale for sale. We acted<>" a spec builder in 
that with the hope that this would be a demonstration to 
the local building market trade, that spec building was a 
viable industry in the Yukon. 

Also, we used the Assisted Home Ownership Program 
in the sale of rental purchase housing and, where ap
plicable, I would assume that staff housing, if a sale is 
taken up, would also, to some extent, fall under that 
program. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Just a general question about the cor
poration. Are there any plans for future expansion? Is 
there research being done on housing now in the Yukon 
and what our future needs will be? Is there any definite 
sort of steps that we are taking in that direction? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens : Mr. Chairman, the corporation is un
dergoing, as was indicated in the introductory paper, a 
review of housing and the housing stock and the housing 
market. 

The Board of Directors of the Corporation feel that it's 
responsible to not only physically provide housing but to 
stimulate a viable market and this is the direction that 
our existing research and programming is going in. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, a question on the sale 
of staff housing: are there any special terms available 
to these people, other than the normal terms. Are there 
special considerations? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang : Mr. Chairman, the Corporation is 
presently looking at the concept of making staff housing 
available to the staff, and once they .have come up with a 
policy that has been approved by the Executive Com- · 
mittee then we will proceed with it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 
... .. ·-



Mr. Fleming: I have a question that I want ans
wered. Am I to understand that, under the Sale of Rental 
Purchase Housing, is this in certain areas or does this 
cover the whole Yukon in anywhere there's staff hous
ing such as DPW and anything like this ; does it cover all 
areas of this? Is this in the municipalities or in 
Whitehorse or where? Is it everywhere? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, this is a point where 
-- in relation to our policies, having them available for 
public purchase if we're ready to go ahead with the 
policy in relation to staff housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: In this case, I'll use an instance - Tes
lin, and the Department of Public Works Housing- and 
you buy the home, and what happens to the property? 
Do you buy the property also or just the home and then 
some sort of a lease? What sort of terms and conditions 
are you going to have as far as the land is concerned? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr . Chairman, possibly Mr. Owens 
can clarify this if I'm wrong, but my understanding is 
that if you buy the home you buy the land. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, I will just point out to the 
Member that we are not in control of federal govern
ment housing. The DPW housing as such in Teslin, 
doesn't come under our control although the housing 
units that are being used by Highway and other De
partments in Teslin, for example, are under our control. 
The land would be titled and sold. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, back to the General 
Survey of Housing in Yukon. Is there going to be any 
special emphasis on senior citizens and any definite 
plans made towards accommodating senior citizens in 
Yukon Housing Corporation housing? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: The Housing Corporation, along with 
other departments concerned with the welfare of senior ·. 
citizens or the general question of housing the elderly, is 
developing-- attempting to develop -- a program , a total 
concept. Although it appears to be a fairly simple ques
tion of giving units to elderly people, the whole concept 
of care and health care is going to be given, how much, 
what type of housing, and, of course, there's other areas 
in terms of assisting elderly people possibly to maintain 
their existing dwellings, as the Minister of Welfare 
pointed out. You know, there 's just a whole gamut of 
possible assistance in encouragement to the elderly and 
it just isn't a general overall program and that's what 
we have to try to develop. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 
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Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, just to clarify that. 
then, we can expect that the Housing Corporation is 
definitely looking into senior's housing and developing a 
plan towards that end. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, in all deference to 
the Yukon Housing Corporation, we must find out just 
how many people we're talking about and what their 
needs are. This is , as I said in my opening remarks, this 
is what we' ll be attempting to do in all communities, to 
find out, talking to the various municipal councils, talk
ing to various band councils, this kind of thing, through
out the Territory, just to find out what the needs are in 
relation to housing the elderly so we can proceed. It 
would be completely ludicrous of us if we just went and 
started building houses without knowing what target , 
how many people, we're talking about and what their 
needs are. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Just supplementary. When can we ex
pect some results from that investigation? Six months? 
A year? 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard : If I could interject. As the Hon
ourable Member knows, we already circulated an in
formation paper on the survey that Welfare Branch 
Geriatrics Division is doing, an individual, person-by
person canvass of all senior citizens throughout the 
Yukon, and have already completed that stage in Daw
son and Old Crow. And they will be proceeding to com
plete this in the next few weeks and I'm very hopeful 
that , by this summer, we will have at last got an up-to
date report on the number of senior citizens who will 
require care and/ or housing within one year, two years, 
five years, ten years. And also, we will have their ideas 
on what kind of housing and what kind of care they want. 

·As we have said in our information paper, Mr. Chair
man, we are asking them and we are going to do what 
they want rather than going by a city manager or a 
territorial government department or somebody else's 
idea of what they should have. In direct answer to her 
question, I hope that we will have this information 
within the next month or so. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I am very grateful for 
the work that the Welfare Department is doing in this. 
However, I would certainly like some reassurance that 
the Housing Corporation is going to respond to the work 
that the Welfare Branch is doing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, the housing peo
ple may not have to respond at all . We may find that 
most of these people can be kept in their own homes, 
with a home visiting and a meals-on-wheels service and 
some kind of subsidy for utilities. I hope that is the way it 
is going to work out. 

( 

( ) 
( 



Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Mr. Chairman, I would like to go back 
to the rental purchase housing. I would like to ask some
body how successful this program was because it 
started last year already and we have talked about it for 
quite a while already. Particularly, we would like to 
know how successful the program was in the Dawson 
City area? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, from our point of view, 
the program, we considered it quite successful. I 
wouldn 't say totally successful, but there hasn't been 
problems. The program initiated in 1972 on a three-year 
pr?gr~m to build housing and to put a large number of 
umts mto the Yukon. It was the first Housing Program 
undertaken by the Government of the Yukon Territory. 

The sales mechanism of the program is slow in take
up, although I think it will come around in the next two to 
three years. In terms of the rental mechanism, our 
program here is recognized across Canada as probably 
being the most beneficial program to the client group. 
In those terms, we feel that the program has been suc
cessful. We feel that it is our responsibility now to em
phasize the sale program. So far , we have only sold one 
"ousing unit; there is six applications from the total 

{
rritory that have come through for the purchase of 

, tal purchase housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Mr. Chairman, I didn't get the full ans
wer to the last part of my question- how successful was 
this program in Dawson City. But my suggestion would 
be, and it is the same suggestion that I had the last 
Budget Session and the one previous to that, is that I 
would like to see the standard upgraded on those units 
built by the Yukon Housing Corporation because, under 
present conditions, if somebody purchased them things 
on a rental purchase plan, there is nobody that is going 
to be able to keep that thing up because they are going to 
take a mortgage out for about twenty, twenty-five 
years ; by that time, he has no house left because those 
houses - I wouldn't buy a house of those things. The 
Yukon Housing Corporation put in five units in Dawson 
last year and in the middle of the winter they decided 
they needed ventilation in the roof because the water is 
leaking all over the house, in the bedrooms. The walls 
are separating. This is again the same complaint I had 
last year. For God's sake, upgrade the construction 
standards; don't purchase the cheapest thing you can 
buy on the market. 

I think it's high time that the Yukon Housing Corpora
tion is going to look at local built housing and I commend 
them for that, because the junk that was in the market 
the past few years is not worth buying. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

r. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, getting away 
"m that subject for the minute - this is specifically 

with Establishment 1800 and it's with respect to the 
increase in salaries and the positions and we've been 
told, we've been given a de~cription of where the seven 
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man years, the additional seven man years, what 
they 're for. And my question is , if the remaining twelve 
man years are in the same make-up as they were last 
year, in other words, have those positions changed any, 
of the twelve? Have we still got the same classifications 
for employees with respect to the twelve? 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the structure of the 
Housing Corporation's staff is the same again this year. 
The only change that we're looking at is the upgrading 
of a custodial worker's position to an administrative 
officer and that's currently in process at the moment. 
Other than that , there is no further changes. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I'm wonder
ing, another general question under 1800: I'm wonder
ing what our relations are between the Yukon Housing 
Corporation and, for instance, the federal agencies In
dian Affairs and Northern Development, the Cr~wn 
corporations of the federal government - do we have 
agreements or arrangements of any nature with them 
for the provision of staff housing? Are we in any way at 
all related to them? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the relationships with 
the federal government vary quite a bit. In terms of 
staff housing in particular, the staff housing has been 
built on capital budgeting from Yukon Territorial Gov
ernment and does not have any participation from the 
federal levels in it. The programs that have been built, 
oth~r than staff housing, by the Yukon Housing Corpo
ration, have all had agreements and cost-sharing as 
well as capital sharing from the - from, primarily, 
Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 

Indian Affairs conducts its own housing program on 
designated lands and the Housing Corporation - the 
Housing Corporation's own relationship to Indian Af
fairs is that the department provides a gross amount to 
the Yukon Housing Corporation to cover Indian, status 
Indian, persons living in Corporation housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like 
to go back for a second to the Rental Purchase Housing 
Program. A recent government publication in De
cember mentioned a little bit about the background as 
to when these programs started in 1972. 

It goes on to say that there was 145 single family units 
involved in this Rental Purchase Housing Program. 
They have 20 houses in Ross River-- I don't know if that 
is the total housing they have in Ross River that is on 
this Rental Purchase Program or that comes under it. If 
that is the case, has there been anybody interested in 
purchasing any of those 20 homes? 

The next question I would have for the Minister would 
be, why is Faro not included? Is it because we don't have 
any permanent constructed homes? 

To go further, the Yukon Housing Corporation de-



veloped a comprehensive policy pertaining to this type 
of program, and it goes on to say that in areas where a 
viable market doesn't exist, the value is determined on 
the basis of current replacement value minus deprecia
tion. Recent appraisals of Whitehorse units, using the 
market approach, placed a value of$41 ,000.00. I guess it 
is in reference to certain housing. 

I have a curious question here. When you are consid
ering appraising a constructed home, how do you go 
about appraising a trailer type home when, from the 
moment it has been put on site, it is depreciating. How 
do you make a comparison to a trailer type home which 
we have in Faro for the government employees, i.e. 
teachers, etcetera? How do you appraise the value of a 
trailer type home as to a permanent constructed home, 
and isn't there some miscalculations going on? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang : Mr. Chairman, the Honourable 
Member has covered a lot of ground in those three 
specific questions. In relation to Ross River and to the 
concept of being able to purchase the rental purchase 
housing, that policy came into effect here not too long 
ago and I understand that we have had four or five 
people interested, that have made inquiries and are in 
the process of seeing whether or not they can get the 
proper financial backing in order to make the purchase. 

In relation to the Faro situation as it relates to the 
rental purchase housing program, as I think as Mem
bers are aware, the mining company supplies most of 
the housing program for their employees and in relation 
to the territorial government employees we supply staff 
housing, so that would not come under r ental purchase. 

At the present time, we are working on a policy to 
make staff housing available to people who want to 
purchase a home, so subsequently, once that policy has 
been approved, they will be made available to staff 
members in Faro just like it would anywhere else in the 
Yukon. 

In relations to your comparative market rent, the 
basic concept was to take Whitehorse as a base in rela
tion to setting a standard for a particular home. For 
example, in Whitehorse with a double-wide modular 
house of roughly 1,344 square feet, in Whitehorse that 
particular unit would rent for $400-500.00 per month, 
plus utilities . Subsequently with, for example, in Faro 
there was a location adjustment depreciation and this 
kind of thing taken into effect, you come up with com
parative market rent applicable to April1976 of $28LOO 
plus utilities. 

So, I think, in all fairness to the basic policy in relation 
to people paying for their lights and heat, I think it is 
fa irly equitable across the Territory. I think also, at the 
same time, you have to take an area like Teslin for an 
example, where you have a modular house the size of 
896 square feet, that particular unit in Whitehorse would 
rent for approximately $290.00 a month plus utilities, 
and in view of the age and location and this type of thing 
in relation to where it is situated, for example, in Teslin, 
that particular unit would rent for in the area of$117.00 a 
month plus utilities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall : I wish to thank the Minister for some of 
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the answers to my questions. What I am concernea 
about is, in considering comparative market rents, and 
you look at a town like Faro, and as the Minister made 
reference to the mining industry putting in its own hous
ing. '"hen you consider comparative rents, I would th ink 
there's a slight deteriorat ion in calculation as to where 
YHC sits in the Town of Faro, when one considers the 
depreciation of the housing that they have presented the 
employees in Faro, at comparative rents. Comparative 
rents as to where, Whitehorse? Not in Faro. 

If it was comparative rents in Faro, you would be in 
the region of about $150.00 for one of your more newer 
trailer homes you may have out there. Not $300.00, 
$400.00. If you 're polling the principle of comparative 
rents, Mr. Chairman, and I th ink there's a lot of con
cern, even if you tried to sell parts of these homes, the 
depreciation which is instantaneous in a trailer home, in 
comparison to, shall we say, permanent constructed 
homes. I think that the Minister should look very very 
carefully at the comparative rent principle, because I 
think he's on very, very weak ground, with a ll due re
spect. 

If you are to make a comparison with similar housing, 
whether it be viable or otherwise, whether it can be 
resold or otherwise, and I -- i.e. a town like Faro, I 
strongly suggest that the rents being charged by Yukon 
Housing to the homes in the town of Faro for govern
ment employees is not comparative rent value, unless 
we keep using the principle of the Whitehor se compara
tive rent structure and you cannot because you cano"• 
resell it as quickly in Faro as you could in Whiteho· 

So the vast depreciation going on in, i.e., the tov.l 
Faro, is a little different scale than what you're using ,,. 
the present time. All I am saying is that I hope that the 
Minister looks at that very, very carefully. 

Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman,l'djust like to make 
one comment and I don 't think that the public is aware. 
In relation to the r ental purchase housing, the rent 
charged is geared to income. Presently, in relation to 
the old policy, the old housing policy in relation to staff 
housing, as compared to what people are being charged 
in rental-purchase as geared to their income, in many 
cases, an individual in a rental-purchase home is paying 
more and a lot more, than what an individual is in rela
tion to living in staff housing under the old housing pol
icy. 

·For an example, a widow with four or five kids who is 
working and trying to pay the bills pays geared to in
come. In many cases, compared to say, for an example, 
in the same community, an individual who has been 
there for quite a few years , who is in the housing pro
vided under the old policy, is paying less, because what 
they're paying is all inclusive. His heat, light, fuel and 
rent and that's all in one charge to the renter, whereas in 
the rental purchase that's geared to income, where sub
sequently could be 20 or 23 per cent of the income com
ing in. 

So I think this has to be taken into account and I think 
in all fairness to the modular units that have been p· 
various communities, and also, I may add, Mr. 0 
man, a lot of them are being placed in Whitehors... _ 
private people who have chosen to build a home of this 

( 
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nature rather than build a stick built, I think they're 
pretty nice units. And when you can get a unit with 1364 
square feet, at $280.00 a month , plus utilities , in relation 
to Whitehorse where you would pay $405 .00 plus utilities , 
I don 't think it 's that bad a deal. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: In all due respect, Mr. Chairman, what 
the Minister has just stated we are now saying that we 
have parallel policies going with Yukon Housing. A 
moment ago the Minister pointed out that is is geared to 
income and yet on one side we are saying comparative 
market rent values and appraise the value of properties 
and now you are saying that it is geared to the income of 
individuals who are involved in this type of housing. No 
sir, you cannot use two separate policies to make an 
adjustment upwards as far as making individuals pay a 
higher rent or try and adjust and appraise a piece of 
property subject of the income of the individual living in 
that property in order for him to be in a position to 
purchase it. You cannot do that. You either establish 
one policy or you don't establish two separate policies 
like you are playing with now . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I have only one more 
comment to make in relation to the Rental Purchase 
Housing Program, the low rental family housing prog
ram. This is under agreement with CMHC in the rela
tion to the policy set down in relation to how a person 
pays and the provisions are geared to income. In rela
tion to the staff accommodation, that is strictly Ter
ritorial Government. As the chairman of the Yukon 
Housing Corporation has pointed out, that is the respon
sibility of this government and we are in no agreement 
with the federal government in relation to providing 
staff housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, I have to thank the 
Honourable Member frqm Faro and the Honourable 
Member from Dawson because they saved me a lot of 
words. That is exactly my own opinion. Plus I am won
dering, when they say they are gearing some of this to, 
in other words, wages, how much you make and how 
much you don 't make when they are renting of course, 
the rental purchase housing -- of course you have to 
watch that you don't get into the other one-- or into the 
wrong one. The rental purchase housing are gearing 
that to the wages and how much money you make. 

However, now they are coming up with the policy 
where they are going to sell rental purchase housing, 
hopefully, to some young fellow or somebody and I won
der if anybody sat down and thought just about how it is 
going to effect his income when he buys it. I have a 
question or two; I am wondering, for instance, a home 
and we can't take an exact figure because every home is 
different, but I have to go to say a double wide in the 
Teslin area. A person who is now paying a $117.00 as rent 
plus utilities and we have here, it is in 1802 but it doesn 't 
effect this paper if they sell, what he has to pay for more 
or less for power and for what he is paying for -- or what 
the government is paying for him, in fuel costs and so 
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on. 
You add these together , the cost of the home 28,000-

30 ,000 over a period mortgaged or say it would take a t 
least twenty-five years possibly, we will say 25 years, 
$30,000.00. I think you're getting in the middle of the 
housing somewhere - over a 25 year period, a $30,000.00 
home at what interest and how much is that going to cost 
him in 25 years? What is the total price going to be in 25 
years? Then we can sit down and figure out how much 
he is going to be paying a year. Also, how much a year it 
is going to cost him in taxes, also how much a year is it 
going to cost him in fuel; also how much a year is it 
going to cost him in electricity and I am wondering if 
any person can even think of buying a home unless he is 
way up in the 35,000 or $45 ,000.00 range in wages. 

One answer, I would like to know what a $30,000.00 
home would cost in the period you would mortgage it 
through housing, just the total and how much the in
terest will be? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the approximate value 
of the house at current, or payments, total payments for 
a 25 year mortgage at the current interest rates from 
CMHC would come out to , I say, approximately four 
times the assessed value of the unit. That would be the 
tota l money that you would pay over a 25 year period. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, the assessed value of 
the unit is not really what I 'm interested in. I'm in
terested in what they would be selling the unit for and 
I'm saying, if they sold it for $30,000.00 if that's the 
appraised value, okay. But if they sold it for $30,000.00, I 
could say that in 25 years, on the mortgage, you would 
pay $120,000.00 for the home then, would tha t be cor
rect? 

Mr. Owens: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I was very curious to 
learn that in the Housing Corporation in buildings in 
Dawson, there are seven single seniors and one couple, 
one senior couple. That's far more than are in the Mac
Donald Lodge and I'm wondering were these people not 
encouraged to go into the MacDonald Lodge since that's 
available? Or did they simply decide that that's not the 
route they wanted to go? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the Housing Corpora
tion and the allocation of units is done by a local author
ity, or a local group. Just to explain it, they do it on the 
basis of need. The rationale for the seven people, par
ticularly in Dawson, I have no explanation for it other 
than the fact that the local group of people who were 
allocating housing units felt that those seven people 
were in the group of greatest need. And where they 
came from or what else was available to them, we can 
only assume as a Corporation, that they took that into 
account. The Housing Corporation Board of Directors 
has never reviewed individual allocations. 



Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: In other words, we can assume that 
there's no, there's no cooperative effort to utilize gov
ernment housing that's available. There's no communi
cation and decision-making on the local level, but that 
casing to assessment what's there and what's the most 
expedient thing. Keeping in the back of my mind that 
there was a great staff reduction at MacDonald Lodge, 
and I presume that's partly because there aren't that 
many tenants , there is no policy then of cooperative 
planning for things like this. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: The policy is from maximum utilization 
facilities from our point of view. If we have five units 
sitting vacant, we are going to encourage the local peo
ple , the local committee to fill them. If there is other 
government accommodation available, that the people 
would be better served in, we can only assume as a 
Corporation that they 're taking that into account. 

No, we don't direct people to go to another department 
because they might get another house some place. If 
they apply to us , our local committee, evaluates the 
application on its own value. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Well , Mr. Chairman, I might suggest 
that that might be taken into consideration in the future 
because I know, as a matter of fact, that there are 
applications of families waiting for housing in Dawson. 
It seems a shame that there are single housing available 
for seniors in Dawson 
Lhat's not being utilized and housing that should be av
ailable for family units is being filled by those same 
people. I think that that's a kind of cooperative effort 
that we should certainly look for in the future between 
the Corporation and other government bodies. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I'd just like to ask 
the Minister that's r esponsible how many policies, ren
tal policies are in effect, to date, in the Yukon Housing 
Corporation? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, if you look into your 
Estimates and there's a p1ge delineating the various 
programs offered by the Yukon Housing Corporation, 
you have your rental-purchase housing, your low rental 
family housing, and you have your rent supplements, 
senior citizens housing and welfare housing. These are 
all subject to the cost-sharing with the federal govern
ment in the National Housing Act under CMHC, under 
Section 40, 43 and 44. Section 40 gives you a cost-sharing 
of 75 per cent by the federal government, 25 per cent by 
the Yukon Housing Corporation in relation to capital, as 
well as operation and maintenance of homes. Section 43 
and 44 allows for a 90 per cent, 10 per cent split in 
relation to capital investments for buildings and at the 
same time, there's a fifty /fifty cost-sharing between the 
Yukon Housing Corporation and the CMHC in order to 
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pick up the deficit left where the rents do not cover the 
operation and maintenance costs of those particular 
facilities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr . Berger ? 

Mr. Berger: Just again, Mr. Chairman, I only re
ceived a part of an answer because the Minister forgot 
to my knowledge, about three different policies in effect 
on staff accommodation. 

And while I 'm on the subject, I would like to know 
if the comparative market rents , the ones currently in 
use on rental purchase housing -

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I want to make it 
very clear that the rental purchase program has no
thing to do with staff accommodation. The staff ac
commodation that this government provides is the re
sponsibility of this government and there is no cost
sharing with the federal government in relation to the 
provisions of staff accommodation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 'dlike togo 
back to the remarks that the Minister made at the be-
ginning of this debate. He mentions, on page 4, of these ( ) 
goodies, that plans to replace the housing unit in Pelly 
Crossing and provide additional units at Faro, subject ( 
to land being available, and staff requirements in the 
new school term. I am taking it that the staff require-
ments the Minister is referring to is not only teachers, 
but custodial work, the workers et cetera, et cetera. 

My question, Mr. Chairman, is that subject to land 
being available, is the Minister aware that the govern
ment has on hand now, a number of lots on which they 
are holding for a rainy day , if that's the way to put it, and 
if the Minister found out how many lots there were av
ailable at this point in time, is the YHC prepared to 
build , and I say build, not put on a trailer, but to build 
these additional units to cover off the increase of gov
ernment' employees in Faro this summer? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, in my introduction I 
made_it quite_ clear that we were going to be looking ~t 
Faro m relatiOn to constructing more housing there if 
the need is there. Once we get an evaluation of the need, 
then subsequently there would be a decision whether or 
not we would go ahead. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: In the answer, Mr. Chairman, I take it 
that the Minister is saying that the available lots -- they 
are going to build on them this summer? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I have no idea how ) 
many lots are available or anything. It is a case of need 
in relation to the complement of staff that the Territor-
ial Government has in the particular vicinity of Faro 
and at that point then we will have to make a decision 
whether or not we are going to build another home 



' there. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I don 't want to belabour this , but I think 
that the Minister is being very evasive, Mr. Chairman. I 
am asking for a direct straight answer to the question, 
are you going to build additional units in Faro on the lots 
the government already has? That is the question. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McKinnon? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Chairman, the lots that the 
government has that have been reappraised will be up 
for sale to the general public on a first come, first served 
basis, number one. Secondly, they will be available to 
the Yukon Housing Corporation as a government hous
ing agency after the public has been given first crack at 
the available lots in the Faro area. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I would-- Thank you, Mr. Chairman --I 
would like the Minister from Local Government to jump 
into this mishmash argument. This was stated on many 
occasi«ms in the past where the government have held 
lots for a number of years , even when they had them 
only temporarily and then, as the Minister just pointed 
out they are suddenly going to put them up for sale 
bec'ause they don't want to be confronted in having to 
put in permanent structured buildings in Faro on lots 
they have been holding for many, many years .. Now, you 
are saying, with all due respect, you ar~ g~mg to ~ut 
those lots up for sale to the public. Why d1dn t you bUild 
at the time you have been holding these lots for x 
number of years, temporary or otherwise? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McKinnon? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Chairman, I made the 
commitment when I got into the Department of Local 
Government that all the land that government was hold
ing would be put into the hands of the public on a fi~st 
come first served basis, and I have made that prom1se 
good 'in every community in the Yukon Territory. 
Where all government agencies were holding land, they 
were told to turn that land back into the hands of the 
Department of Local Government. We h~d it reap
praised and put it back on sale for the pubhc. 

I cannot answer for what government policy was 
prior to that. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I find that rather strange, Mr. Chair
man because it wasn't too long ago that I enquired 
abou't a certain piece of property in Faro for one of my 
constituents and the value of that particular piece of 
property at the time, when it was investigated, was 
approximately just over $7 .~.00. The same ~ost of that 
particular piece of property IS now $13,000:00 1.n l~ss than 
a year. Who has appraised what and who IS nppmg who 
off? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McKinnon? 
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Hon. Mr. McKinnon: I only hope that the Honoura
ble Member will agree with me when I come in with the 
new Lands Ordinance and will support me, because I 
happen to agree with the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall ? 

Mr. McCall: This is the name of the game really, 
and our little old Temporary Town of Faro where every
thing is so transient that even the buildings that YHC 
puts in there are all transient as well- th.ey move t~em 
from one lot to another if they find themselves m a 
particular predicament as to what i~ undern~ath that 
particular building. I don't want to go mto deta1l on that ; 
we all know what it was . The point is that I am con
cerned about Mr. Chairman, is that I am getting fed up 
of I istening to' explanations as to when lots are becoming 
available, why lots are being held for x nu.mber ofyea_rs, 
why the YHC or the Governme~t its~lf IS not buJld1~g 
houses. I say " build:ng" , not puttmg hcky-tack boxes m 
there, I say "building" , where they can be assessed 
properly on the market for resale. 

I would like to know from the Minister at this point if I 
may , just what the cost was of putt in~ a double-wide 
mobile trailer home on a lot in Faro was m 1975 and what 
its appraised value is at this point in time if it was in a 
position to be resold? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman , I don 't know if the 
General Manager has those statistics . I really don't 
have those statistics with me. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider . 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the units that we 
built or moved in in 1975 , I supposed, may be really 
referring to the most current ones which were moved 
into Faro in 1976, the overall cost, I'm not too sure on. I 
know that we got them for $22,000.00 per unit. That was 
from Calgary. Then we had site preparatio~ and, in 
addition to that of course, we had transportatiOn costs 
and so forth. So I imagine that we're looking in the area 
of anywheres from $40,000.00 and up for the total costs . 

I would just also mention, by way of clarification on 
this point, in previous discussion, that presently in. Faro 
we have two units that are being leased to people m the 
private sector. Therefore, in any future building prog
rams in Faro, of course, we have to look to the fact that 
we do have two units that could be conceivably made 
available to staff, territorial staff, in the forthcoming 
summer. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: There's a slight correction there. The 
double-wide units I'm talking about were $41 ,000.00, not 
$22,000.00. What is the appraised value of that? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: The appraised value in a commun
ity such as Faro, where there isn' t an active real esta te 
market, is very difficult to determine. There are two 
methods in which you can determine the actual value -



actually, one in Faro. That would be taking the current 
replacement cost of that unit and then discounting that 
price for depreciation. That's the method which we 
would employ to establish prices for the sale of rental 
purchase housing in communities where there isn 't an 
active real estate market and that is also the same 
technique we would be considering to establish sale 
prices for staff housing in the outlying communities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, part of my question has been 
answered by some of the comments and the answers 
given by the Member from Felly. 

But I'd like to follow up on a little about what he was 
asking. If , in Faro for instance, individuals do not 
purchase the lots that are going to come up for sale, I 
would ask the Minister if, then, Yukon Housing Corpo
ration would have plans to build on those lots? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, as I said earlier , and 
as the General Manager has pointed out, we have two 
particular units in Faro at the present time leased to 
people working in private enterprises that have actu
ally been allocated for staff housing. And I would sug
gest that it's a question of need. If we need the lots and 
we need to build, we'll build. 

I'd like to point out, Mr. Chairman, at the same time 
while I'm standing, is that we do have a territorial buy
back scheme in relation to territorial employees. If they 
want to build their own home, this government has said 
that they're prepared to purchase them once they leave. 
So there's another available avenue for a territorial 
employee in relation to staff accommodation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Just on that subject, how is the buy
back scheme going? How many houses have we bought 
back and what's the situation there? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, it 's my understand
ing that there were six units purchased by this govern
ment and four units sold and two in the process of being 
sold. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would like to go 
back to the rental-purchase scheme and the compara
tive market rents. And the rental-purchase scheme was 
supposed to, plan, was supposed to apply eventually to 
staff accommodation. My question was, before, and I'd 
like to ask it again, what kind of rent will be applied to 
the rental purchase plan on staff accommodation? Will 
the comparative market rates prevail or will some 
other plan come up? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, as I stated earlier in 
relation to the purchasing of staff accommodation, that 
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policy is being worked on at the present time and I could 
not make a statement in relation to that particular pol
icy right now . 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard ? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to comment 
further on the remarks from the Member from Pelly 
concerning building units instead of replacing tra ilers 
over and over. I notice that on page 4 it says ·replacing 
the housing unit at Felly Cross ing' . I believe that must 
be the teacherage which couldn't be more than ten 
years old. 

Since Dawson has recently received about six of these 
trailer-type, ATCO type units, can we expect that they 
will have to replaced in another teqyears? Isn 't it much 
more economical to build in the first place , and cer
tainly it's much more appealing to buy something like 
that rather than a trailer unit that may not even be 
adaptable to this country. Are we going to continue on 
buying these ATCO units and replacing them, and in 
particular I'd like to know what's happening with the 
one at Pelly Crossing and how does that relate to the 
units that are now in Dawson? 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the units that we just 
bought recently in the last couple of years from ATCO 
Structures in Calgary meet all the requirements of the 
National Building Code. And with relation to the re
placement of the housing unit in Pelly Crossing, it isn't 
our intention to replace that unit with modular type 
housing. We will explore the possibilities of building , 
stick building, or using pre-fab as another alternative ; 
however, the whole decision will probably be predicated 
to a large extent on the actual cost, the end cost. But it 's 
our intention to definitely start looking at other forms of 
housing, stick building or pre-fab. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard : Then what is the life expectancy of the 
buildings that have been put in Dawson recently? 

Mr. Schneider: I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that 
the life expectancy would probably exceed the mort
gage period , if and when these particular units are 
mortgaged. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. Oh, I'm sorry- Ms. 
Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Just a supplementary to that, sorry. I 
am still not clear about the number of years that in
volves. They are ATCO type units at Dawson I'm talking 
about, not the rental purchase housing, the staff housing 
that's there now. Can we anticipate having to replace 
those in ten or fifteen years? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, we're looking at a 
life expectancy of 25 years and if proper maintenance 
was done, that life expectancy should in fact be in
creased for possibly another 25 years. 

( 
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. F leming: Yes. Mr. Chairman, I have a ques
t ion. too. something like before, like what I have said 
before: I was speaking of a $30,000.00 home. Thirty 
thousand dollars today is nothing, $30,000.00 is just a 
shack. From the t ime that any person goes under this 
here piece of paper or whatever you call it , Yukon Hous
ing Main E15timates. and this rental purchase and if they 
do purchase the home, there is no way that anybody 
could pay his way and have anything left over because 
he 's going to start out with at least $400.00 a month and 
more than that. Thirty thousand dollars, I'm talking 
about. not a home that's $50,000.00, whici1 most of them 
would be now. 

By the time that he pays that and he pays his taxes and 
he pays for his water and he pays for his power and he 
pays for his fuel and he pays for his a ir brake course. 
which I must remember, they are little things but they 
amount to a lot, and then he pays for his medical to be 
able to drive to work and his I icensing, and he car ries on 
and on , and that-- of course , that list could go on and on 
and on and on and you would never get to the end of it 
and they will continue in the next 25 years to develop 
some 111ore expenses, so wages must go up with it , I 
guess. 

However, there's no way that any person in a 
$20 ,000.00, $25,000 .00 bracket can even bother to look at 
tho home because he couldn't feed himself. There's no 

··ion, you just add up the things, you can 't do it. So I 
J say that they scrap that entirely because it's 

au;;olutely out of the picture. As far as the rental is 
concerned, I don't think the rentals are fair ;:~cross the 
board. It is , it will be a long argument and I won't even 
argue with it. I have all the prices here that they claim 
they're charging now and they're not balanced out as 
far as I'm concerned . 

There are people who are renting homes now and are 
not paying for utilities and getting homes very cheaply, 
I will say, however, they may be a different type of 
people that could -- I am not going to say who they are 
but they are definitely getting homes now and they ar e 
working in this Territory and they are just human be
ings like anybody else. They are getting their homes and 
they ar e getting their utilities paid for and their rent is 
80, 74,80 dollars- I don't know what kind of a home it is, 
it doesn 't matter. I know, because I have been there in 
those homes. 

The other is $117.00 plus utilities; you add all that into 
there and then you look down at the utilities that it is 
costing the government, roughly eight homes, $12 ,000.00 
for electrical. I can see a hundred and some dollars a 
month for electrical , I don 't think that the thing is bal
anced out fairly . There is also some employees whom I 
think are older employees who have moved out of a 
home which is getting a different rate again because I 
think they haven 't moved but if they do move then they 
will have a different rate, which I don't agree on. 
Whether they move or don't move, it is still the same 
per son or the same type of people. Everybody should be 
classed the same. I don't agree with it at all . So I think 
y tld shelve that too. 

,ver, I would ask -- the Member from Pelly 
wc. __ _ d to know about the appraisal value. You did say 
that it would be appraised and so forth and that the 
depreciation would be taken off and then you would take 
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the replacement price. What is your deprecia tion per 
year on those homes? Ten per cent, twelve per cent? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the schedule for de
preciation exactly , if it is a straight line schedule , and of 
course it increases as the house life increases and it 
depends on what year you look at it - it 's a simple table 
that is used by appraisers throughout Canada. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, just a number of 
questions- the s ix ATCO units tha t were purchased , 
the most recent ones, I wonder if we could have a cost 
breakdown of the six ATCO units by the actual supply of 
them. In other words, to supply them to the Territorial 
Government and the transportation costs. I am a little 
bit a larmed, Mr. Chairman, that I saw where people 
bidding on these units actually bid on the supply and 
without providing the transportat ion, and I think that 
when you put those two costs together you are going to 
find some rather interesting figures. Anyway, I would 
like to get those figures. . 

The other thing is, if we are talking on page 4 and we 
were talking about capital, I would save my question 
until we got into capital , but it says that the largest part 
of capital spending for staff housing will be directed 
towards major renovation of housing in Beaver Creek, 
Swift River and Ross River . I want to know what consti 
tutes the major renovation, exactly what it is, to these 
specific units and what the estimates are. 

And then I would like to ask the Minister responsible 
for Yukon Housing if in fact or if the Government have 
ever thought of a policy that would just say " no purch
ase of any type of prefabricated or pre-ready or pre
built house outside of the Yukon Territory. " In other 
words, really should this Yukon Housing Corporation 
not be the vehicle to encourage local builders , not only in 
Whitehorse but every other community that we have in 
the Territory and to encourage if in fact we are going to 
foster some building market or a building industry that 
would suggest that prefabricated houses or ready built 
houses could be constructed within the territory by ter
ritorial people. I would like to know if the government 
has thought of a policy like this and if they haven't , why 
not? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to 
make a couple of comments in relation to the estimates, 
we seem to be wandering all over, I am wondering if we 
could start to go through it establishment by estab
lishment as it relates to the estimates itself . 

Also a t the same time, in relation to the questions 
asked, I gather we could get a breakdown in rela tion to 
the prices of the modular units that were purchased in 
r elation to the home building as opposed to modular 
units being purchased . It is my understanding it is all 
predicated upon price. We only have so many dollars in 
relation to purchasing or contracting homes out , I know 
that the Housing Corporation tries to get it out to private 
enterprise if possible in the Yukon but at the same time, 
the Housing Corporation has to look at the monies they 
have and the units they need and in relation to tha t, look 
at the various prices given to them in r elation to modu-



Jar units as opposed to stick building units. 

Mr . Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke : Mr. Chairmn, I would add to that, 
certainly I realize this but I also say that if you added up 
the amount of maintenance that is required to keep 
these modular units in existence and I -- the next ques
tion I would ask and it would be a followup to Mr. 
Berger's questions earlier, are -- we certainly talked 
about this last year and we got into rather an interesting 
debate but specifically, what has the Corporation been 
doing to make sure that the standards of the type of 
housing that they are either purchasing, bringing into 
the territory or building have been upgraded? What is 
the difference, what have they been doing? 

They assured us a year ago, Mr. Chairman, that this 
in fact would happen. Can they indicate to me today, in 
the area of purchasing homes from out of the territory, 
in other words, if you want to talk about double lines and 
this type of thing, what have they done to buy or provide 
a better standard of home? What has happened? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, in relation to modu
lar homes, my understanding is it follows the Canadian 
Building Code, just like you would in relation to building 
a home. In relation to the upkeep of the modular unit, I 
happen to live in one and I have to take care of it myself 
and I don 't expect other people to pay the lights or the 
heat or whatever, I pay it myself. And the upkeep de
pends on the individual living in it. If you own it, well 
then I guess you're going to take better care of it. 

Mr. Lengerke: A follow-up to that Mr. Chairman-

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke ? 

Mr. Lengerke: I would request that the Manager 
probably provide me with an answer there because I'm 
sure he realizes as well as I do that, you know, a modular 
unit can have a stamp on it that says it's up to certain 
standards, but there are others that are built in a much 
better quality, with respect to insulation and types of 
windows and what have you, and this is certainly, you 
know, you can get a bare bones unit or you can get 
something better. You know, I would hope the Manager, 
or the Corporation would indicate to us that , in fact, they 
have tried to buy better units . 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the Corporation is 
bound by certain, not necessarily local policies or even 
territorial government policies. We can't demand, 
without coming up with specific design factors and 
whatnot for a building and that's going to send your 
price right over the top, we can't demand that a builder 
build beyond the National Building Code. It has been 
done in the territory and there's examples of housing 
that are built for twice and three times what we are 
building, that we are providing housing at. 

The policy of the Housing Corporation has been to go 
with the lowest bidder unless there's specific reasons 
that we suspect that the builder can't provi~~ the right 
standard. Certainly, it would have to be a policy state
mentor directive, I feel, before the Board of Directors 
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could feel itself free to go into housing units which. i1 ( 
probability are going to raise the costs of housing in tr'"' 
territory, double and three times the going rate . The 
Cor porat ion, the Board of Directors, doesn't feel that 
it's empowered to put in design factors that are going to 
do that. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Just to follow up on that, certainly, 
Mr. Owens, you know is providing the r ight answer 
here, I think . But I'd like to ask him if, and he doesn't 
have to answer this if he doesn't want to, but I'll put the 
question to him anyway. Do you think, in the 
Corporation's standpoint, that the government should 
be looking at a different policy to give you some direc
tion in that regard as you see the housing industry 
today? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr . Owens? 

Mr. Owens: I would like to see the Housing Corpora
tion encourage an industry, a housing industry that 
would provide to the total population , an economic, 
northern built and designed house. That's going to cost 
some bucks. There's been all sorts of departments that 
have been spending a good deal of time at it for years. To 
bring all that information together and to bring those 
design factors in and to encourage an industry, the local 
building industry to build to them and not to continually 
read the National Building Code back to us. You kn-;-1v. 
you're not only asking for a policy directive from 
ernment, you're asking for a major public relation. j ( 
education program. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have to agree 
with what Mr. Owens has said, but I have a different 
question related to the National Building Code. I often 
see as a standard, the minimum standard of the Na
tional Building Code. And I would like to know what the 
minimum standard is. Is the minimum standard of the 
National BuildingCode just on the structure of a build
ing or does it include the insulation and how much insu
lation is the minimum standard of theN ational Building 
Code is required in the walls, in the ceiling, and in the 
floors? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, in the National 
Building Code, there's a part ofthat code that 's applica
ble to the construction of residential dwellings as con
tained in the Canadian Code for Residential Construc
tion and it outlines the various requirements in great 
detail. A minimum standard acceptable for mortgage 
financing with CMHC is, I believe, an R-12 rating in the 
walls, and an R-20, I believe, in the ceilings, which 
translates into conventional frame construction that 
we're all familiar with. 

Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: I'm a little puzzled here. I ha\ 
directly to specific examples. In Dawson City, th\._ .Ja 



private enterprise that purchased a mobile double wide 
trailer unit, installed it in a place, there's no ice build up 
on the roof , nothing. Yukon Housing Corporation puts 
two units up on the same street, and it's just fortunate 
for Yukon Housing Corporation it was a mild winter, 
because they never would have found that house, be
cause the ice build up on the roof was so thick that there 
can't be any insulation in the ceiling as far as I'm con
cerned. How is it possible, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, again the Hon
ourable Member brings up a good point. It 's a very 
small matter, maybe we can get an answer. Does the 
Corporation -- here's an area that , as I mentioned ear
lier, that they could make certain specificat ions that 
would be over and above to meet the nor thern problem. 
Certainly the insulation, do you specifically say four 
inches of insulation? In your double wide units, do you 
call for some type of roof venting, other than the normal 
type? Do you call for a double roof system, because of 
the icing problems and the snow problems? These are 
things that the people living in the north , having lived in 
these type of units , can recognize. They've been through 
it. 

I was wondering why, again, the Corporation, who are 
in the business, should be the experts, are not making 
this kind of provision. They may be , I'd like to hear that. 
I realize it costs money, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: In the proposal calls that came in for 
double wide units, the specific design factors were, of 
course, included by the builder. They weren't required 
b~ our call for proposal. We haven 't then , I guess in 
answer to your question. we haven't made in our re
quest , although we have at times received proposals on 
it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Back to this particular subject, who is 
going to pay for the r epairs necessary on those units in 
Dawson now? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: The supplier of the housing unit is going 
to be paying for the repair of those units in Dawson. 

Mr. Chairman: Committee will recess until1:30. 

(Recess ) 

Mr. Chairman: I call this Committee to order. 
We are considering Establishment 1800. 
Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, this might be the 
wrong time to bring up questions, questions on this 
paper that they brought in. 

Mr. Chairman: It's rather difficult because he's, in 
such an address, it opens up the whole field and it would 
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be better if you could confine your comments to 1800, 
although it might be difficult. 

Mr. Fleming: But, Mr. Chairman, this will come up 
somewhere else in here? 

Mr. Chairman: I don't know what you're referring 
to, Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: This paper that says Main Estimates , 
you know, rental-purchase. 

Mr. Chairman: What are you referring to in the -

Mr. Fleming: I'm referring to rental-purchases, 
right now. No, I 'm referring to capital spending for staff 
housing directed towards major renovation of housing 
in Beaver Creek, Swift River , and Ross River area. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, we will be getting into capital, 
we will consider it there, okay? 

Mr. Fleming: Okay. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I had thought, Mr. Chairman, that in 
past votes that we were going to be allowed general 
discussion when the Minister made his statement, prior 
to the vote. Are you circumventing that now, or what? 

Mr. Chairman: That's the difficulty with the new 
approach that the Ministers have taken, that they are 
not confining their remarks -- they're doing the whole 
vote at once when they bring in such a mini-budget 
speech. I admit it's very difficult for CommittP~ to deal 
with. 

Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: We are assuming that -- we have no 
objections actually, to the statements that are made by 
the Ministers as to introduction to any particular vote 
and I think it was yourself that allowed general discus
sion before we went our item by item discussion. I think 
that that should be considered at this point, seeing that 
we've already adopted that line of program of discus
sion. 

Mr. Chairman: I am at Committee's disposal. 
Mr. McKinnon? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Chairman, I think that if 
we make a general policy statement that it's only fair 
for all the Members to ask questions on that general 
policy statement; however, when we get into specified 
items, and the Honourable Member from Hootalinqua 
wants to talk about comparative market rents, it would 
seem to me that obviously the place that you would talk 
comparative market r ents is in the recovery section of 
the Yukon Housing Corporation, which shows a r ecov
ery for those rents for staff housing rentals and for 
rental purchase housing subsidies and for CMHC 
operating subsidy, rather than getting into the nitty
gritty of the specifics on that in a general debate. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 



Mr. Lengerke: I think Mr. Chairman. my problem 
will be somewhat the same, but just before we ad
journed for lunch I had asked a number of questions and 
one was with respect to the top of page 4 and I was 
asking what constitutes major renovations for the 
Beaver Creek, Swift River and Ross River situations 
and it's the same thing again, I'll have to wait , Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, on the general pol
icy, I wonder if there's a policy. Nova Scotia has a policy 
of assisting homeowners in insulating their homes and 
they also have an infra-red camera purchased there to 
determine which home needs insulation. And I was 
wondering if it's in the policy or will be in the policy if the 
Yukon Housing Corporation do start a similar program 
in the Yukon? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang ? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman , in relation to that 
particular program, we are just investigating the pos
sibilities of it being available in the Yukon. Up to this 
point I haven't had any response in relation to that par
ticular program. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Mr . Chairman , that investigation could 
take a real long time. Is there any time limit set on that 
when that program will be turned down or accepted, or 
something similar like that? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, it will depend on 
whether or not the federal government is prepared to 
recognize the Yukon like they have the Maritimes. And 
that will take time in relation to discussing it with the 
feqeral government. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: I have a question, I would like to 
know how many housing associations, these are local 
type housing associations,and also housing authorities, 
or are they one and the same, in existence today under 
the Yukon Housing Corporation framework. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: There is only one housing authority as 
constituted under the National Housing Act and it exists 
in Whitehorse which requires federal/territorial and 
municipal agreement. The other communities all have 
--I will perhaps point out that there are seven commun
ity authorities, associations, is the way we treat them, 
who have the mandate to allocate units, provide for 
local maintenance and supervision of the housing in 
each community. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Of the-- so we have one authority and 
seven associations, is that correct? 
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Mr. Owens: That is correct. 

Mr. Lengerke: Under that . do the people that serve 
on those, do they get paid ? Are they like for instance in 
the case of a manager , are they full t ime and in the case 
of the people that serve on that board or that associa
tion, do they get paid? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the people on the 
association or the Whitehorse Housing Authority do not 
get paid. In a number of the communities, we have local 
managers who are employed on a part time basis. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: In a number of communities, a part 
time basis, part time employed by the association and 
why would this only be a number of them? Why wouldn 't 
the same prevail for all of them? 

Mr. Owt>ns : Mr. Chairman, the deciding factor in 
the main is the number of units that the association 
would be responsible for. In some communities there is 
only, say, six units and it wouldn't require the time of a 
full time employee and normally in that case, the 
maintenance supervision is carried on by our own staff. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 
Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I didn 't get- either I 
didn't listen to it or I didn' t hear the answer properly. Is 
there negotiations going on between the FP.deral Gov
ernment and the Territorial Government in trying to get 
assistance for Yukon home owners? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, we have made in
quiries in relation to the insulation program that is av
ailable to the Maritime!'"s 

Mr. Chairman, if it is Committee's wish, maybe we 
could possibly get into discussing each establishment, if 
that is possible at this time. 

Mr. Chairman: We are. We are just-

Bon. Mr. Lang : Well, in relation to Establishment 
1800, you will see that we have an increase of seven man 
years, and that's the information that 's been given to 
you on that information paper and there's been an in
crease on relation to special and professional services 
and that's also been given in the introductory paper in 
relation to Establishment 1800. 

That's roughly what this particular establishment 
comprises of, it's roughly the same as it was last year. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, that's fine. I think we 
did get some of those answers but I'd also like to ask if 
you want to get specific on Establishment 1800, vote 18 
primary 20, the $15,000.00 for professional services. Ca~ 
you tell me how you arrived at $15,000.00 to be the figure 
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and how that is broken up for pre-design, appraisal 
engineering. and technical services. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the $15,000.00 is a 
$5.000.00 increase, of course, from last year and we 
found that last year the $10,000.00 wasn't quite sufficient 
to do the number of things that we had embarked upon 
last year, so we increased that budget by $5,000.00 which 
we feel wi ll be ample to cover most of the things we hope 
to do under th at establishment. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall ? 

Mr. McCall: I'd like to ask the Minister , Mr. Chair
man , do you have any man years covering maintenance 
ol the building. Is it in the item 1800, or are they operat
ing a maintenance of goverment housing? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Sqhneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, on permanent staff, 
we have a maintenance supervisor who is in charge of 
the ... has the responsibility of supervising the mainte
nance throughout the Territory. Within each commun
ity we endea"or to employ with a possible local mainte
nance personnel on a part time basis. Their costs and 
wages, and so forth, are included in the individual pro
ject budgets , particularly under 1801, and if you talk 
staff housing, it's under 1802, and it's at an estimated 
cost of $90,000.00. 

Mr. Chair man: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: It is nice to see, Mr. Chairman, that we 
have a maintenance supervisor but I take it to say that 
we have no maintenance established employees for the 
housing. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, on staff full time, we 
only have the maintenance supervisor. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall : What is a supervisor, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Schneider : He is supervising the activities of var 
ious part time maintenance people in the communities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall : These part time emp
loyees, are they under contract or are they paid by the 
hour by the government or what? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, in most cases, these 
people are on contract. There are cases where we need 
emergency maintenance work and then of course it is 
anyone that is available in the community that can do 
that type of work at the time required. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall : I would like to know, Mr. Chairman, just 
how many maintenance inspections are done in each 
community per year, apart from the emergencies. 
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Mr. Schneider: The frequency of inspections are re
ally predicated on two things, that is the availability of 
our maintenance supervisor to get into that community 
and the condition and the maintenance work that might 
be underway at the time. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr . Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: One further question on 1800-primary 
60 and that is rental of land and buildings. And to clarify 
in my own mind, what is the rental-what buildings do 
we rent there under this? 

Mr. Owens : Mr. Chairman, primary rental is the of
fices of the Housing Corporation themselves . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke : Supplementary to that, this is a rather 
significant increase. What happened, did we sign a new 
contract? 

Mr. Owens: The Housing Corporation , Mr. Chairman, 
took over a larger area in the same building which in
creased the overall rent. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: One the subject of that rent, is there any 
anticipation of renting other buildings in other com
munities? 

Mr. Owens : Mr. Cha1rman, in most communities the 
housing corportation is able to use existing government 
facilities such as in Haines Junction, Watson Lake and 
this is normally the procedure we would take. We 
haven't initiated a program of setting up formal offices 
in any communities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, just a question to follow-up on the 
rent and I'll direct this to the Minister, because I think 
it's somewhat of a policy or could-- Why was a decision 
made to go with larger office space or floor space for the 
Corporation when, in fact , and I should- maybe I'll ask 
the question, if at that time when you sign the new 
contract, did we not have the Lynn Building at our dis
posal and did we not have those facilities available to us 
a t the very time you signed the new agreement or made 
provision for it? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: The Lynn Building was not vacant at the 
time the new lease was drawn up for the Housing Corpo
ration. The reason for expansion of the floor area was 
the additional man years and the takeover of such prog
rams as the Education and other administrative areas 
that we had in addditional man years. This was 
indicated-we needed the additional space. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: I don 't begrudge the Housing Corpora
tion the extra space, that isn't wha.t I was getting at, I 



was just trying to figure out why we hadn't utilized some 
space that we already had been paying for or had paid 
for? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman, a question on the 
man years, there's 19 man years here and where you 
draw your expertise from for problems you have, is 
there in this man years here, a Committee of some sort 
where you go to when you have problems , to discuss 
them and get some advice? Or do you draw from outside 
sources? Where do you, in other words, where do you get 
the expertise if you have a real problem in a community 
somewhere? We do, what do you draw on to find out 
what the problem is to repair it and so forth and so on? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, normally our, we hire 
resources outside the Corporation for, particularly en
gineering, or design or any questions of that sort. 

Mr. Chairman: Eighteen Hundred. Are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Eighteen oh one. Operating Subsidy, 
$1,133,900.00. 

Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Just a general question on procedure, 
Mr. Chairman. We did ask for certain information that 
will be coming to us, even in view of the fact that we are 
clearing 1800? 

Mr. Chairman: You want information regarding 
breakdown of costs of the ATCO units , that sort of thing? 

Mr. Lengerke: That's correct. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes , that will be undertaken 

Mr. Lengerke: Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: The request, I don't believe applies to 
1800. 

Mr. Lengerke: Wherever it would apply. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: I wonder if the Minister could give us a 
full breakdown of Primary 90, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, if the Honourable 
Member goes forward two more pages, he will see a 
complete breakdown by program in relation to the op
eration and maintenance of the various programs that 
we do offer through· the Yukon Housing Corporation. 

Mr. McCall: I just thought that the Minister would be 
on the ball , being it's a new portfolio to his many. 
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Mr. Chairman: Mr . Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, with respect to that particular 
Establishment then , I would ask the question what is the 
$48,500.00 deficit and other. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, that represents pro
jects that we anticipate to have underway in 1977-78. 
Specifically under the rent supplement program, we're 
looking at getting into an arrangement under that prog
ram in Watson Lake and possibly Haines Junction. In 
addition to that , that's the deficit cost that would be 
attributable to the operation of the Rural and Remote 
Program once the four units are built in Carcross. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: How can we be assured that these 
programs are going to go ahead, Mr. Chairman? We 
talked about remote housing last year and we had quite 
a discussion about it. We even had, I think, some witnes
ses come in and tell us great and glorious things of what 
was going to happen and nothing happened. What's 
going to happen this time? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the real remote housing 
program in particular is one where the delivery 
mechanism does not totally lie with the Housing Corpo
ration. It involves a management committee composed 
of Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation and the 
native organizations as well as our Housing Corpora
tion. For this reason, the strike-up of the management 
committee and the decision making on programs where 
it was going to go and what not has been delayed for well 
over a year since the original agreement was struck 
with Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. It is 
hoped this year that we can, through the Carcross de
monstraation project, initiate this and test the effec
tiveness that it's going to have on the housing of people 
in the Yukon. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to ask some 
questions somewhere here about that Carcross de
monstration project. Would this be the appropriate time 
or could we deal with this over capital? 

Mr. Chairman: Car ry on, Mr. Taylor. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, my first question is, I notice in 
the budget address by the Minister, that there are plans 
to proceed with log structures in Carcross as a demonst
ration project and I'm wondering first of all, what is 
envisaged as a Jog structure. Is this a round log type 
proposition, is this a two-sided milled log proposition, or 
is this a three-sided log proposition? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the project as it is pres
ently laid out is to build three to four housing units in 
Carcross under the supervision of this management 
committee that I just mentioned. The design is still 
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preliminary and it is presently using a log that has been 
slabbed on three sides. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor : This is my problem. Obviously this 
must be to make the building look nice, but not to make 
it necessarily warm. This is what my concern was is 
that, perhaps it would be as cheap in as much as you 
have to insulate and stud a three sided log building to 
keep it warm, then would it not be better to build frame 
buildings? In other words, is this a proposition that we 
should maybe be embarking upon. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the great deal of pressure 
over a number of years , not only in the design of stick
built housing, but also in general design of housing in the 
Yukon has been to use local materials. The design that 
we have come up with or that we are proposing is such 
that we are not proposing to stud and cover the inside of 
the housing unit, therefore it will not require extra insu
lation. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, unless you have a 
rounded log inside like you have outside, the log has no 
ability to retain the heat and if you put a three-sided log 
wall up , you are going to have a flat side and you are 
going to have to panel it with something and the minute 
you put a panel on it, you might as well be living in a 
cardboard box. That is what I am getting at. You have to 
stud it. And is it not a waste to have six or eight inches of 
wood, native product as it be, rather than a one inch 
board or a piece of plywood up front. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, we have gained 
some information from the University of Alaska, Ex
tension Division, and they have proven in some studies 
that they have done that a six inch log that is cut three 
sides is comparable to two-by-four construction with 
three and one half inches of insulation and this is the 
type of rationale that we used on C.M.H.C. and appar
ently they are ·\·illing to go along with us in the Carcross 
area as a demonstration project. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, I find no fault in 
what the witness has stated and this is okay unless you 
try to cover that wall, which you are going to have to do, 
put some panelling in. You are not going to leave a rough 
flat wall of slab log, obviously you are going to put a 
panel on it. The minute you put the panel on it, the 
building log is inhibited from its ability to absorb or 
disseminate heat and you are living in a cardboard box. 
You might as well have a one-by-six board out there. 

It nullifies the work of your log and that is what 
brought me to the question. What kind of a log house are 
you going to build? 

And I can see nothing but waste coming out of this; a 
nice looking piece of utter waste. The reason why I am 
concerned about it is that someday you are going to go to 
somebody and say, "We want you to buy this house." I 
have got to agree with the Members or with the Honour
able Member from Klondike's suggestion this morning 
that we paid a lot of money for sub-grade housing in the 
Yukon. 

If this is the case, why do we perpetuate it by building 
something that nobody could ever afford to live in or 
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could afford to heat in this case. Why do we go this 
route? · 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. SchnPider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the plans that we 
have come up with to this point in time have been shown 
and discussed with our clients, or the prospective 
clients, and the indications that I have received any
ways, it would indicate that the people would find this 
quite acceptable as a lifestyle. If it-- however, if it does 
in fact in the future require us to do some inside work, as 
you have indicated, then we would probably only limit it 
to the living room and maybe the kitchen area , but the 
bedrooms and the utility areas we wouldn' t probably 
apply it over. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, I am certainly 
going to watch this one with interest because, as I have 
said many times before in the House, there are two ways 
of doing things in the Yukon : there is the government 
way and the right way and this sounds to me like 
perhaps another example of doing it the government 
way instead of the right way. But I will watch it with 
great interest because what has been the type of con
struction, Mr. Chairman, as described by the witnesses, 
I just can't see how you can make it work. 

You could never afford to heat it, that is for sure. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I have two questions for 
the Minister , on this operating subsidy and program, if 
that is what it is called - under rental purchase hous
ing, I see nothing in there about Faro. Maybe we are 
written off again, I suppose. And under Ross River, you 
have $11,000.00 maintenance. Just what figures have 
you got as far as maintenance in Faro, if any? And why 
are they not in these particular operating subsidies? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, the Honourable 
Member is on the wrong establishment. I think he's 
possibly referring to 802, which is comprised of Staff 
Accommodation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the question has 
gone by; it was with respect to the log cabin project, and 
I was wondering if the witnesses could tell me what size 
the structures are to be? Are they going to be full three
bedroom houses on foundations, or what, just exactly 
that way? And I understood them to say that the inside 
walls were not going to be clad, that it was going to be 
rough, the rough log finish, and Mr. Schneider's re
sponse, I was just kind of wondering if really they had 
made up their minds as to this or not, because there 
seems to be some question-- there's nothing wrong with 
it if they are not going to be clad. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the program is one 
of involving the client group and the proposal, as it has 



been, has gone before the client group and as they have 
accepted it to date does not call for cladding the inside 
walls. 

The size of the unit is 22 by 34 , appro .• imately. 

Mr. Lengerke: All, Mr. Chairman, all the conveni
ences, a ll the full-blown plumbing and the rest of it, I 
presume? 

Mr. Schneider: Yes , I would- yes, we are anticipat
ing putting full modern facilities in. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Cha irman, any estimate of cost 
per unit? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, this is a storey and a 
half structure. As was indicated, the overall size would 
be around 22 by 34. It has a sleeping loft involved above 
the kitchen area, I believe. This makes very good utili
zation of space. Overall cost projections would be -
well, we 've set a maximum of $30,000.00 but we expect it 
to come well under that. In fact , later this week, there'll 
be an ad in the paper requesting interested people build
ing in log to come forward to preview the plans with us 
and discuss the technique and so forth so that we can 
shake down our plans with the contractors, any person 
interested in building. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, do I understand then 
that these units will be put up, completed, totally with 
the plumbing and everything else, for under $30,000.00? 
That's materials and labour. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chair man, that 's the object ive 
of the exercise under Rural Remote Housing Program. 
It IS basic housing at a very modest cost. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I hope I'm in the 
right Esta blishment. However , we have been talking 
about Carcross and I guess we are. I have a question on 
the same thing I wanted a few minutes ago. However, 
before I say that , I'm going to say something about the 
Carcross project. I hope it never gets under way. Sin
cerely, I hope that it never gets started underneath and 
under the rules of Yukon Housing Corporation. If some
body wants to build himself a log house, let him do a 
good job of it L_ however, when they tell me that they get 
the expertise of this possibly from the State of Alaska, 
from a bunch of college students somewhere, I can't go 
along with that sort of thing. That 's why I asked the 
question a while ago, Mr. Chair man, as to where they 
found out how to do any of their problems. Apparently, 
they don't get it from the sources that are well known in 
this Territory, from people who build these houses. 

I only hope that if they do get underway, which they 
pi an on, I guess, out there, tha t they do realize that there 
are some things in a log house that is not just like slap
ping up a bunch of boards. In the first place, they're 
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going to shrink , those logs are going to shrink two inches 
approximately in every eight feet and you've got to 
remember and the Honourable Member from Watson 
can say, you want to put studding inside and nail it on 
and put on boards, and when you do, the wall will have 
cracks in it that large if it's nailed there in a year or so. If 
you don't do that, you must leave the house empty and 
let it settle for a year before you put any mater ial inside. 
Your partitions must be lower , enough to accommodate 
for that. A log house just isn 't thrown up because it looks 
like it can be stuck together in a day. It 's as hard to build 
as anything else and, as I say , I hope it never gets 
underway with the government running it because it 
would be another foul-up like we have already with 
some of the homes that we have throughout the Territ
ory. 

The other question I had, and I think it 's appropriate 
at this time, although I'm not sure, but it's in here that 
Beaver Creek, Swift River , the capital spending for 
staff housing directed towards major renovations. Can I 
bring this up at this time or is it somewhere else in here. 
because I can't find it anywhere. 

Mr. Chairman: Is that one under capital. Mr. Lang'? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: That will be under 1802. Primary 70. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I'm a little con
fused here. We're dealing with 1801 , right? Operating 
subsidy. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes. 

Mr. McCall: It makes reference to 198 and when I 
asked the Minister for a breakdown of Primary 90, I 
take it the operating subsidy on 198 is enclosed , all of it. 
right? 

I'm talking about operator maintenance, administra
tion, right? That 's 1801, right? That's the same question 
I just asked a moment ago, under maintenance. That 's 
under your operating subsidy, am I correct? 

Hon. Mr . Lang: Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: 1801 relates to two pages over in 
relation to the various programs other than staff ac
commodation. Rental purchase, low rental family, low 
rental housing, rent supplement, senior citizen housing, 
then you 'll see the operating cost, the maintenance cost, 
capital , amortization, administration of these various 
programs and what it cost the Yukon Housing Corpora
tion , and then it's further broken down in relation to the 
deficit and what we recover from C.M.H.C. In relation 
to the maintenance, the staff accommodations, that'll 
be u1\der 1802. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: I'm confused , Mr. Chairman, but I'll 
try to ask at least one question anyway. I'm curious 
about that Carcross project. According to my calcula
tions, they are going to be 748 square feet. Is this ac-

) 
( 



commodation just for single people or is this a fam ily 
housing project? 

Mr. Owens : Mr . Cha ir man. it 's both family housing. 
the ca lculation of 22 by 34 is the floor a rea of the living 
space on the main floor . and there's a s tor ey and a half 
s tructure which then provides additional living space. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms . Millard: Mr. Cha irman . I'm glad to announce 
that I have found where we should be discussing Rura l 
!{emote Housing. so I'll save my questions until we get 
to capita l. page 200. on Rura l and Remote Hous ing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke : Yes, with respect to 1801 , page 198 , 
Renta l Purchase Hous ing, I'm wondering if the witnes
ses could give me the number of units that are involved 
at Carcross, Carmacks, Dawson City, Haines Junction , 
Mayo. Pelly Crossing , Ross River , Teslin , Watson Lake , 
Whitehorse, please? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr . Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman. the number of rental 
purchase hous ing units tha t we have is twenty in Haines 
J unc tion. twenty in Ross River , ten in Teslin, twenty in 
Dawson City , fifteen in Carmacks, five in Pelly, three in 
Carcross. fifteen in Mayo. twenty in Watson Lake and 
seventeen in Whitehor se. 

Mr. Lengerke: E xcuse me, Mr. Chairman , how 
many are there in Mayo? 

Mr. Chairman: F ifteen. 

Mr . Lengerke : The reason I asked that , Mr. Cha ir
man. is that I want to do some calculations here just to 
find out how these costs all compare. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: I don' t think Honourable 
Members have to do that exercise. I think that informa
tion is available to Committee if they so desire . I am 
sure that they have it broken down on a per unit basis 
acr oss the Yukon, wha t the actua l subsidy is. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think it was last 
year that this pa rticular document was tabled, Yukon 
Housing Corporation '75-76 Annual Report. There is a 
whole breakdown of the various programs and just what 
it consists of. I think that a ll Members have one. 

Mr. Berger : Mr. Chairman, I am going to try it 
anyway. Under operating subsidy 198 , Low Rental 
Housing, family housing in Dawson City, capital there is 
$35,000.00 ther e , the amount there. I was wondering if 
this particula r $35,000.00 is earmarked for r epa ir of one 
pa rticular unit in Dawson? If that is so, couldn't that 
$35,000.00 not be recovered from the Department of In
d ian Affa irs? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schne ider ? 
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Mr. Schneider: Mr . Chairman, that $35,000.00 is 
earmarked to do foundat ion work to a public housing 
unit or low rental family housing unit in Dawson City. 
The foundation is subsiding. This is a housing project 
that is owned 75 per cent by CMHC and we own the 
remaining 25 per cent ; however , our sha re isn 't s inking. 
Bu t jointly , of course, we will engage or go forward on 
this to r ehabilitate that unit and put it on a firm founda
tion. 

Mr. Chair man: Mr . Ber ger . 

Mr. Berger : Mr. Cha irman, I agr ee that the founda
tion needs repa iring on tha t pa rticular piece of property 
but the inside of that pa rticular place needs a major 
overhaul and this is the amount of money that I am 
ta lking about. Couldn't tha t not be recovered from the 
Department of Indian Affa irs since tha t particular per
son received a brand new house through the Depart
ment of Indian Affa irs. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Schne ider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, it wouldn't be our 
intention to go after the Department of Indian Affairs 
for those damages done to tha t particular housing unit. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger : Mr. Chairman, I find it really curious , 
why not? Maybe it would be an example for other peo
ple , not only in the Dawson City area but in other a reas , 
to look after low r enta l housing, if they have the 
privilege to live in the low renta l housing unit. 

Mr. Schneider : Mr. Chairman, it is the policy of the 
Housing Corporation tha t the repa irs would be recover 
able from the individua ls involved regardless of 
whether they come under Indian Affairs or not. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger : Mr. Chairman, is there any attempts 
made to recover the amount of money needed to repair 
that unit from this particular individual? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chair man, yes, under normal 
procedures we would be taking action against the indi
viduals. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger . 

Mr. Berger: Mr. Chairman, this particular indi
vidual hasn 't any fundings and they are funded under 
the Department of Indian Affa irs. Isn't the Department 
of Indian Affairs responsible pa rtia lly for that indi
vidual? 

Mr. Schneider : Mr. Chairman , we come into the 
same difficulty if we a re dealing with a welfare r eci
pient under the Yukon Territoria l Government. At some 
point, the Corpora tion has to make a va lue judgment as 
to whether it is worthwhile to take suit against the De
partment of Welfare or the Department of Indian Af
fa irs or whether you write the unhappy situation off. 



Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: On the same subject, Mr. Chairman, I 
think it would be worthwhile , like I said before , just to 
make an example of the people, because I think it's a 
privilege for people to live in the low-cost housing units 
in the Yukon. And the amount of rent they pay does not 
cover any amount of maintenance on this particular 
building. I think some departments should be responsi
ble for the individual people living in there, for some of 
those people are not responsible. 

Mr. Chairman: Do you have a question for tl>~ witnes
ses, Mr. Berger? 

Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: l'm curious about the operating subsidy 
list on Page 198, under Welfare Housing. The total is 25.2 
and the revenues 12.4. Seemingly leaving a deficit of 12.8 
in the next line and there's no CMHC subsidy, how is this 
all-if I could have some explanation of how Welfare 
Housing is administered. 

Mr. Owens: The Welfare Housing was transferred to 
us from the department of Welfare and was not under 
federal-territorial agreement, therefore any subsidy in 
its operation has to be picked up totally by the Housing 
Corporation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, my question, the same, with re
spect to 198. Maintenance, the Maintenance column 
under there, is that the amount of money that is spent by 
the Corporation in maintaining those particular units 
like under Rental-purchase housing, maintenance col
umn. 

Mr. Owens: That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lengerke: Would I be correct in saying that, can 
you tell me in fact how much you would spend per unit, 
say in, oh, in Mayo-no, pardon me, Ross River , let's 
take Ross River, per unit for maintenance? Five 
hundred dollars a year, would that be a figure that you 
would spend per unit? 

Mr. Owens: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that would be con
ceiveable that this would be, although in the example 
the Honourable Member chose, there is also $10,000.00 
in extraordinary expenses required in Ross River. 

Mr. Lengerke: I won't be, Mr. Chairman, I wasn't 
counting the $10,000.00 extraordinary, I was taking the 
Maintenance figure and thinking of $8,500.00. I would up 
that figure considerably. 

I'm just wondering, I heard the Honourable Member 
from Felly questioning the Ross River situation. I was 
wondering, do you agree that $500.00 would be a reason
able figure to spend on maintenance of those homes per 
year? Or is it being spent? 

Mr. McCall: No, it wouldn't , Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 
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Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, again on the Welfare 
Housing, two or three questions. Number of units in
volved and is there any subsidy provided by the Welfare 
Branch and is there any anticipation in the future of 
expanding the number of units or are we just carrying 
these from past involvements? 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, there's five housing units 
involved, two in Whitehorse, one in Mayo, one in Car
cross and one in Beaver Creek. It would not be antici
pated by the Housing Corporation that additional units 
would be built under that system. These people would be 
dealt with under Public Housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: And another section of those questions 
was about the welfare branch involvement. Is there any 
involvement financially by them? And, also, along that 
line, I thought there was some housing units in Dawson 
that were Welfare housing. There certainly was some 
bought in the past by the Welfare Branch. Were they not 
passed over to the Housing Corporation? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, there's no participa
tion by the Department of Social Welfare in the deficit 
sharing if that 's the reference being made. In Dawson 
City, we do have one housing unit that was transferred 
from the Department of Welfare ; however, it's beyond 
repair and it's not inhabited. There might be some other 
properties, but that is the only one that I recall . 

Mr. Chairman: 1801, are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 1802, Staff Accommodation, 
$611,000.00. I refer you to your Appendix, page 27. Ms. 
Millard? 

Ms. Millard: A couple of questions on the rental of 
land and buildings in the Appendix. Which house is it in 
Dawson City that requires $1,500.00 subsidy of rent? 
Where does Kon-Tiki Coconut Limited keep it's office? 
Who is it we are paying rent for to the tune of $60,000.00 
on Alsek? I guess that must be in Riverdale. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairma, in 
Dawson City we lease from a Federal Government De
partment, a house which in turn is occupied by the local 
doctor, we provide accommodation for that invididual. 
The Kon-Tiki Coconut Limited is a Whitehorse company 
and we rent apartment space from this particular com
pany as well as Alsek Holdings. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, how many apartments? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, we currently rent, I 

( 
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believe, eighteen units in Whitehorse. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Primary 70, 1802 Repair and Mainte-
nance, I 'd like a breakdown please, if I may . 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Primary 70, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang : I don 't have the breakdown here with 
me. Possibly, the General Manager has it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider : Mr. Chairman, it hasn't been our 
practice to break that down as per community. It's 
rather difficult, as you can imagine, if there are 
emergency repairs to be done, of course, and that would 
consume a good part of the budget. It's an overall fig
ure. That coupled with $11,000.00 for appliance repair is 
available for the maintenance of staff housing through
out the Territory. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I was just wondering Mr. Chairman, if 
the Minister would provide us with a breakdown of 

)$90,000.00 and as to how much is spent on maintaining a 
house in each community. I would like to know just what 
are we spending, if we are spending it , and what are we 
spending it on? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I don' t have the fig· 
ures with me, I don't know if it's possible to get a specific 
breakdown. As the General Manager said, it all depends 
on, in relation to where the maintenance is needed. So 
there could be problems in this coming year in relation 
to staff accommodation in Beaver Creek, whereas in the 
past maybe there hasn't been. It all depends on the job 
that has to be done. Is that not correct? 

Mr. Chairman: The answer is yes, Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Yes, it is, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: I'm still not satisfied, Mr. Chairman. I 
want to know why we are budgeting $90,000.00 and 
where it is going? I want a complete breakdown of that 
$90,000.00. That's what I'm asking for . I want an expla
nation, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I guess we can get a 
breakdown from last year, but it's like I said earlier, it 
all depends on where the problems are, where they arise 
and subsequently we'd have to amend the situation, as 
we are the landlord. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, in the same Prim-
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ary 70, I was wondering if the threatened repair in the 
John Korbo Apartments is included in that or is 
it--where can a person find that amount? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, I believe in the Sup
plementaries, we asked for additional funding to cover 
off the foundationwork we're doing to the Korbo Apart
ments presently. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke : Yes, Mr. Chairman, with respect to 
the $90,000.00 in Primary 70 and maybe we could get at it 
this way. The previous year, did we, we had also esti
mated $90,000.00. Did we spend the total $90,000.00 or did 
we go over or did we go under and could we maybe get a 
breakdown from that? 

Mr. Schneider : Mr. Chairman, I think our only solu
tion is, would be to bring down a statement of the 
$90,000.00 from previous year. We don ' t have it with us. 

Mr. Lengerke: Well , Mr. Chairman , do they know 
generally if they went over or under ? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, last year I believe we 
over extended our Maintenance budget by about 
$10,000.00. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke : Mr. Chairman, it would follow then 
that if you over extended it by 10, that would be 100, and 
you're probably going to embark on a much better 
maintenance program this year, why is this estimate 
not up to about $120,000.00 or 130,000.00. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, at the time the esti
mates were prepared, we thought the $90,000.00 would 
be adequate for the purposes of maintaining the staff 
housing. We are in the process of developing a rather 
comprehensive maintenance schedule and as soon as 
that's prepared, we're probably going to be in a much 
better position to give you an actual breakdown of the 
projected expenditures in the forthcoming fiscal year. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Yes , just a supplementary question with 
the John Korbo Apartment in Dawson City, would that 
be under Primary 70 too, the repairs to the foundation? 

Mr. Schneider: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it would be. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, under Major Renova
tions, Beaver Creek, Swift River and Ross River, could I 
have an explanation as to what those major renovations 
are in each area? Especially Swift River? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, major renovations, 
we hope to do rather major renovations using capital 
money and if you so wish, we can go into it at that time or 



presently. 

Mr. Chairman: I think we'll go into it later. 
Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall: I'd like to get back on this Primary 70. It 
seems to me that we're being given a snow job here, 
with this $90,000.00, because I don 't see a substantial 
amount of money available for the so-called Mainte
:lance Services that has supposedly been provided since 
the inception of the Yukon Housing Corporation. And I 
am curious, Mr. Lengerke brought up a very valid point, 
that if we went over budget in the last year , I can foresee 
if the maintenance is done properly, that the figure we 
have been displayed here of $90,000.00 is only 50 per cent 
of what we really need, in order to conduct a proper 
maintenance service to the housing that we have. I think 
somebody's giving us a snow job and I'm hoping the 
Minister will look into it because this is a very, very 
false figure. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, as the general man
ager tabled earlier, it was thought that when they were 
doing the program forecasting here, three or four 
months ago that $90,000.00 would be sufficient but it 
turns out that we overspent in the last couple of months 
in re lation to the '76-77 budget. So subsequently, this 
may be enough but it depends upon the problems we are 
confronted with in the forthcoming year. It is just that 
simple . It is basically this, we are the landlord and if 
something goes wrong we have the onus of correcting 
the situation. So subsequently we have have to come in 
for a supplementary by $10,000.00 if this happens. We 
may be under, it remains to be seen. 

A lot of our housing is getting upgraded. For an exam
ple as the Honourable Member from Hootalinqua raised 
the issue in relation to the renovations for Beaver 
Creek/Swift River for renovations and once these 
houses are renovated, I would suggest that this would 
take some pressure off in relation to the maintenance of 
these houses if they are fixed properly. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: From what the Minister has just said 
then , could he explain to me what renovations are going 
to be done with the junk they have in Faro. It is going to 
cost more than $60,000.00 and you have only got 
$90,000.00 budgeted here. What renovations are you 
going to do out there with some of those old trailers? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang : Mr. Chairman, I think we are get
ting a little carried away here in relation to the accom
modations that we are providing in the Faro area. If I 
remember correctly, there was a great deal of discus
sion in relation to our ability and to deliver new housing 
in that particular area for the beginning of the last 
school year. Prior to lunch we were discussing the con
cept of stick-building as it relates to modular units and 
in that particular case we had no choice. We wanted to 
get the accommodation in there and the way I under
stand it , the new accommodation that has come in there 
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is very nice. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I am not disputing that. Mr. Chairman. 
What I am disput ing is that it is nice to put a brand new 
building in a particular location but what are you spend
ing to maintain them? $90,000.00 is not ~oing to go very 
far , with all due respect. I want to know JUst what games 
are being played. It is nice to put a $40,000.00 home on a 
lot, most of them are modular or prefabricated or 
trailer type, but that is not the end all. J ust what are you 
spending as far as --

1 know tor a fact , Mr. Chairman, that there is no 
maintenance being done properly in Faro with those 
new buildings that you have out there and I would say, 
that in a couple of years time we are going to be spend
ing a small fortune on maintenance simply because it is 
not being carried through. It is nice to budget x number 
of dollars to put a new building up, it doesn't stop there. I 
want to know where you are putting that $90,000.00 be
cause it is not enough. You could spend that amount of 
money just here in Whitehorse alone on proper, normal 
maintenance Mr. Chairman, on the buildings you have 
here and I want a proper explanation because it is com
pletely unsatisfactory as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, to get away from Faro 
for a moment. I am still curious about the rental of land 
and buildings in the appendix. I have worked it out that 
Kon-tiki Cocnut Limited, whoever they are, and Alsek 
make a total, quite a total and if we have ?nly eighteen 
apartment units in that total we are paymg out about 
$500.00 per month per unit for those apartments. I am 
hoping that we are receiv ing that from the people that 
are Jiving in those units, the $500.00 per month per umt. 
Is this true? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr . Chairman, the reason for the 
apparent discrepancy is that the time that this budget 
was struck, we had more than 18 units, I am saying that 
at the moment, this is the situation, that we have 34 
houses in Takhini and 18 apartments in Whitehorse and 
at the time the budget was struck I believe that the 
number of apartments was considerably higher ~r the 
situatipn is such that we rent to the tenants bas1cally 
what it costs, well in most cases, exactly what it costs to 
rent it.from the landlord , so it is virtually a break-even 
proposition. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: So I have your assurance that we are 
not giving anybody any other advantages tha": th~y 
would receive under normal staff accommodatiOn m 
our own housing? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, none whatsoever. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Thank you Mr. Chairman. M.::;. ~il-
) 

( 



lard asked one of the questions or pointed out one of the 
things that I wanted to do but I will get back to the 
comments of the Minister where he says ... I hope we are 
not getting carried away with the Faro situation." I just 
want to assure you that I am not getting carried away 
with the Faro situation. I am asking a question with 
respect to primary 70 again. the $90 ,000.00 - what con
cerns me, Mr. Chairman. is that if you do have a 
maintenance program. that you should have some 
specific schedules for it. And it appears to me. Mr. 
Chairman. that the Minister had told us that this 
$90.000.00 is there for emergency purposes only. In other 
words. if something unforeseen happens. that is what it 
is for. 

Now. we went through a very comprehensive high
ways budget here the other day and they had a very 
good maintenance program lined up or at least they are 
embarking on a system tha t may make some sense. I 
asked the question if they had some money for a con
tingency or for unforeseen c ircumstances that would 
appear and they said no, and that they would certainly 
be able to accommodate that by some supplementary 
type of financing or request . and it makes sense. 

Now, here you are, you've got $90,000.00 and what 
concerns me, as I said earlier, and the Member from 
Pelly said the same thing and well , $90,000.00 maybe not 
enough , but it may be too much too if, in fact , we haven 't 
got a proper program scheduled. So I 'd like to know, you 
know. for as many units as you 've got , does it take you. 
do you make a trip there every month . or what do you 
~o? It should be --your money should be estimated on 
lhe basis of the man time involved . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, in the capital side of 
the budget , we have provisions to renovate three differ
ent areas where there is old housing, in Beaver Creek, in 
Swift River and Ross River. This is accommodation 
that may be five or ten years old to upgrade and reno
vate. So subsequently, hopefully, we will have to do that 
much maintenance in the next year or two years after 
it's finished. So hypothetically, we'll have more money 
to put in the other areas in relation to upgrading 
maintenance on older homes. They have not been reno
vated and upgraded this year. It's a new program that 
we're embarking on in relation to the older facilities to 
upgrade them so that they are up to 1976/77 standards. 

It only follows that if you have brand new facilities , I 
would suggest that your maintenance on those particu
lar facilities should be next to negligible for the first 
couple of years. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, on Primary 70, 
and ma jor renovations of housing , Beaver Creek, Swift 
River and Ross River , I'm kind of disappointed I don' t 
see Haines Junction in there. It was brought to my a t· 
tention that a person living in staff accommodation or in 
a Yukon Housing house, this person was told that she 
can't park her car within twenty feet of the house be .. 

use the foundation was likely to cave in. I was wonder
_,g if the Yukon Housing Corporation has in mind to 

repair those types of things or does the person have to 
wait for ten years to bring it up to standard also. 
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, I believe the situa
tion that's being referred to has to do with wooden foun
dations and if you park a vehicle beside a wooden foun
tation consis tently, there's a good possibility that the 
foundation system may fracture. There are designated 
driveways for these new houses and we are just asking 
the people to park in the designated driveways rather 
than driving up and parking large vehicles right next to 
the house. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I was just wondering. how the witness 
ca me to that assumption, Mr . Chairman? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall ? 

Mr. McCall: We have buildings in Faro with wooden 
constructed basements and foundations and they park 
right next door to the building. What's going on? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman. this was the advice 
we got from the supplier of the system . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. F leming : Yes, Mr. Chairman, staff accommo
dation, page 27. Swift River, Ross River, Teslin, all 
these a reas, units, what's 7.5 and 5.5 is that-- I just quite 
don't get the drift of it - half a unit 7 .5 , is that without 
house or without outhouse? 

Mr. Schneider : Mr. Chairman, I can only think that 
it 's possibly a typographical error. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming ? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, this brings me to a 
further point which I think is the same thing . How do you 
come by the figures tha t you have under electrical and 
how do you come by the figures that you have under fuel 
costs? And before I get the answer, Mr. Chairman, I 
might say at this time that I don't believe any of these 
figures, that I happen to live and see what goes into the 
s toves and how much they burn and how much electric
ity is used and so forth . As far as I'm concerned, that a ll 
is a typographical error. However , I would like to know 
how you come to those figures, too. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, in deve loping these 
particular figures , we had some difficulty because pre
viously all the utility costs were being coded into one 
area for a particular house. We are unable to break out 
an actual consumption on both fuel and electricity. So it 
was based, in part, on a recent experience where we'r e 
breaking out the two utilities separately. Consumption 
varies greatly with the individual living in the housing 
unit and so forth. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: While we're on this particular subjec t , 
I notice in Ross River there , you get 7.5 units , in electri
cal 11.4. In Faro you've got 11 units, electrical70. What. 



can we have an explanation on that? It seems to be more 
expensive to run less - a smaller number of houses in 
Ross than it is in Faro. What is the explanation on that? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the only way I could 
answer that in definitive terms would be to go back to 
the working papers and just see how the calculation was 
made. I can only suggest that in part, that's been our 
experience although it may not look consistent. 

Mr. Chairman: 1802. Are you clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Expenditure Recoveries. On page 
200, Establishment 2180. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Unless Mr. Fleming has a 
question on comparative market rent. 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman , I'm going to ask the 
question now about the major renovations at Beaver 
Creek, Swift River and Ross River. Could I have those 
figures and what the job is to be? 

Mr. Schneider: What we're considering in those 
three communities are major renovations and this 
would include the upgrading of the heating system, pos
sibly the electrical system and possibly the plumbing 
system and also an upgrading of the insulation, a prob
able replacement of the windows and doors. Maybe the 
r.oofing if so required and so forth, a very substantial 
undertaking. An estimate, and this is a ball park figure 
at this point in time, we're estimating anywhere from 
$10,000.00 to $15,000.00 per unit. 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, yes, I'm glad they say 
probably in some cases. Some of this renovating has 
been done already, such as the windows in Swift River 
has been done. And when they do the other ones, if they 
probably are going to do them, they say, which they 
probably, is another myth again. However, if they do 
happen to do them they're going to be doing the same 
thing over again that they did a couple of years ago so 
we'll pay for it twice. And I would say, Mr. Chairman, if 
they start tearing those houses down, probably the 
plumbing, probably the wiring, probably the sewer, 
when they get finished, they may as well just wipe her 
out and build a new one. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, this is the possibility 
of us replacing those units with brand new units is a very 
real possibility and it will be predicated to a large ex
tent , of course, on the repair costs that we do get in at the 
time we tender this work. But in Beaver Creek, the 
housing units in that particular community are struc
turally very substantial and sound. And the other two 
communities, the units aren't nearly as quite structur
ally sound and the option might be to replace, if it comes 
down to that. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, I must make one more 
comment, due to the fact there is a possibility that they 
may, rather than try to renovate one of those buildings, 

Pagess( ) ( 

take them down, which brings us right back to the area 
I've always said in which the Honourable Member from 
Dawson has spoken about, the house is 25 years old , 
when it's to be paid for , when you happen to buy one of 
these type houses or something, you wouldn't have one 
left because those houses are not that old yet and there's 
a possibility they may be just too old to do anything with 
at 10 or 12 years. 

Mr. Chairman: Establishment 2180, are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2182 , $500,000.00 , Public Housing. 
Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: That's quite a substantial amount and I 
was wondering if we could have a breakdown on what 
these different projects are and where the construction 
of new --the acquisition of new housing units are going to 
take place. I mean, it's $500,000.00 and I think it's fair 
enough to ask for a breakdown on the figure. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens : Mr. Chairman, the normal procedure 
that has taken place with Yukon Housing Corporation 
board, is that having put forward a projected budget, it 
assesses the various demands of various communitie!' 
and government departments and then allocates i( ) 
money as best it can to answer the demands that exit ( 
throughout the Territory. 

There is no breakdown at the present moment, com
munity by community, as to where the proposed units 
are going to go. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Why not, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Owens: Because the departments have not 
come forward, various departments have not come 
forward with their-- I 'm sorry, we're speaking on public 
housing ; the method of establishing public housing is to 
discuss with the communities , with the LID's and with 
the local authorities or organizations there, the housing 

, demand, the relative utilization of existing dwellings, 
and to attempt to see what we can do to answer the 
demands. Such things as rental of apartment units, be
cause there may be in Watson Lake, two or three people 
wno require apartment type dwellings, these things are 
met at the time of need. It's not thought to be economical 
for the Corporation to go ahead and designate twelve 
housing units in Watson Lake until the need is assessed. 

The Corporation takes on the responsibility of coupl
ing the need in the Territory to the budget that is allo
cated. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger : Mr. Chairman, is that done on a first
come first-served basis or do you wait until all r ) 
communities and LID's and other interested organi 
tions come forward with their demands? 

Mr. Owens: It is normally done by assessing the 

( 
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total demand throughout the Territory and trying to 
assess it. We are presently entering into a new system, 
to some extent, as in Dawson City where we have been 
meeting with the City Council and they have struck a 
housing, what they call a Housing Association, and I 
don 't think that's the formal name for it , but they have 
struck a housing association which has representatives 
of various community groups, including the City Coun
cil on it. This process is one that we are trying to encour
age. They have now come forward with a request to, for 
specific types of housing. This is the process that the 
Corporation is trying to establish in terms of building 
public housing units. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Supplementary to this, I realize that 
the City Council of Dawson requested you to do a certain 
amount of housing units. Now , do they have to wait until 
you get assessments or requests from all other com
munities or do you deal with them right there? 

Mr. Owens: Not necessarily, we would attempt to 
deal with them in terms of the assessment -- our ongoing 
assessment of conditions throughout the Territory. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr . Lengerke? 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I may not be 
clear on what Mr . Owens is saying , it concerns me a bit, 
' ertainly on public housing. It appears that what is hap-

.ning is that we sit back and we wait again for a need to 
.. rise and then somebody is going to set the priorities . I 
don't know who that person is that's going to set those 
priorities and it appears to me that it's the Housing 
Corporation that , all of a sudden, identify the areas 
where those things should be done. 

I'm just going back again, to my experience with a 
number of housing corporations as well, provincially, 
where they put forth a program for public housing in a 
number of areas across the particular province and 
then they gave enough time for the people of that pro
vince to react and certainly, the people of thos ecertain 
communities to react if they indeed wanted that kind of 
housing or not, or what the changes were to be or if it did 
meet their needs and it came back through the democ
ratic process, Mr. Chairman. 
I 'm a bit concerned here. I am and as I said, I may not 
totally understand, but it does appear to me that you 
know, that we have a Corporation just setting the 
priorities and the final analysis and it sort of is, well, 
maybe those priorities are going to be set at the tail end 
of the year to get the program going, whereas in fact 
they should be in the hands of the communities right 
now and giving some indication if, in fact, they want the 
types of housing they're proposing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, it's an on-going process to 
determine from any community what sort of housing, 
what the demand is. It is not something that is done at 
... ., end of the year or at the beginning of any given year. 

lieve the Honourable Member refers to a situation 
, rovincial jurisdictions. I think it's normal process in 

provincial jurisdictions that a Provincial Housing Cor-

Page 559 

poration would not take any initiative in terms of estab· 
lishing areas where housing was going to be built but 
would rely totally on the minicipal structure to do that 
and to apply for it. 

Certainly, our Corporation has not received any great 
praise for the times when it went ahead and determined 
the housing units were going to be built in communities 
and put them there. Therefore, our present motive of 
operation is one whereby we have an on-going relation
ship with the communities . We have continual discus
sion with them. We are continually up-dating our infor
mation in terms of the need and demand in the com
munities. We, as a Corporation, and I think Sir, that 
we're operating totally under the legislation as it was 
put before us , having presented a budget and had it 
accepted and allocate, according to the cost of units, 
how many and where they're going to go. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes , Mr. Chairman. I, as probably 
you well know from the times I've been here and the 
meetings and so forth, I 'm not prepared to vote any 
money to Yukon Housing Corporation at any time. I 
don't care how anybody takes it , but that's the way it is. 
I was against this system when it first was started and 
I'm still against it and will always be against. 

I think, until it is proven to me that they're there for 
the purpose that I'd like to see them there for and that is 
to help everybody who is in need of help and the con
cerns are for the poor people, the middle class peo
ple, not for the rich people, I'm sure, which is what we 
are getting to gradually there, again, in the same old 
system. We're coming up to where a person that has 
money to burn and doesn't need it is, they ' re going to 
end up being able to buy something and have something 
lovely and. it's beautiful. And the bum on the street that 
dJesn ·t want to work is going to be able to have some
thing which he has today. And walk in and have a house 
anywhere almost he wants it, whether he pays or not. If 
he's on UIC all winter, that's taken off of his rental 
situation where he pays 25 per cent of his wages. That is 
not considered money. 

However , the poor fellow who works all winter and 
ends up with the same amount of money although he 
works for it , it is considered as all wages and 25 per cent 
of it goes to a certain point. Therefore, if you 're poor 
enough, and really don't have anything, you might be 
able to get a nice home. I don't disagree with this part. 
But when I come to a person who is actually working for 
a living and has a fair wage, but has no way of obtaining 
a home of any kind, then this is exactly what they're 
doing when they come up with the rental situation that 
they have, that's what happens and when they come up 
with the selling of homes , this is what happened, be
cause a fellow at the bottom won't buy it anyway, he's 
going to have a free one, pretty well. The fellow in the 
middle can't afford it and if you're at the top you've got 
lots of money anyway. And I just can't go along with the 
program. I never did and never will, so, therefore, I 
can't-myself, I'll be against any vote for any money for 
Yukon Housing Corporation . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman , I'm sorry to hear the 



Honourable Member speaking this way. I think that the 
Yukon Housing Corporation, in relation to many of the 
projects it's gone into in the last four or five years has 
proven itself and it has been an int ep·;tl part of the 
Yukon and I think one only has to louk at Dawson City 
and with the inception of the Housing programs in Daw· 
son City, the truancy rate improved by 90 per cent. 
which I think speaks for itself in relation to the ability to 
provide housing to people who do not have the economic 
means to pay for a unit. 

At the same time, I think you've got to understand. 
Mr. Chairman , that the Yukon Housing Corporation 
doesn't set the interest rates for C.M.H.C. It doesn't 
control the banks, it has to work within the monetary 
system that is set down by the Government of Canada. 
So subsequently, I think we're all having trouble paying 
for our homes. No matter what kind of jobs you have, no 
matter what you in this day and age, it's a very, very 
expensive exercise to go through, to purchase or build 
your own home. But at the same time, I think that the 
Corporation for an example, looking at the concept of a 
program, a co-operative building program to get people 
that are building their own homes, to give them some 
guidance in relation to building their own homes so they 
don't have to pay $40,000.00 for a home, maybe 
$28,000.00 , it may cost them, is a step in the right direc
tion. 

I am not saying that all the programs have been to
tally successful, but overall, I think that it has been a 
plus for the Yukon. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, I must really rise too 
because I certainly don't agree with the Member from 
Hootalinqua or certainly the statements that he made 
about the corporation. That certainly does concern me. 
Just because we are asking some questions, and I would 
hope that the Minister and all Members--we are asking 
many questions that doesn't mean a pure reflection on 
the fact tha.t we don't want a housing corporation be
cause I would think that since the housing corporation 
inception, I think in 1972, I am sure that we have seen a 
lot of projects come up onstream, that had it not been 
for them, we would still be suffering a great deal, Mr. 
Chairman, with a lack of housing and that is why I had to 
rise. 

This corporation has a very prime concern and it has 
a -- we have need of it in Yukon and I want to see it 
continue to go and I want to see it continue to improve its 
programs and, Mr. Chairman, as I say, I hope that by 
some of the questions, we are not casting some kind of 
shadow that ways, or is leading to say, that we don't 
want the Corporation because that is certainly not what 
is in my mind. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr_ Fleming: Mr. Chairman, with all respects to the 
people in the Yukon Housing Corporation there is no 
offence meant there. I just tell it like it is as far as 
corporations are concerned. · 

(Laugh) 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 
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Mr. McCall: I would tend to support Mr. Fleming 
substantially. I th ink. on his position. As far as I am 
concerned , there should be a complete reassessment of 
Yukon Housing Corporation as a Corporation. Because I 
think it has lost its priorities somewhere and when we 
start spending dollars the way we are in the Yukon 
Housing Corporation . we are not getting the value of 
those dollars, whether it be by purchasing replacement· 
homes or whether we are just going into the business of 
supplying dollars to the portable mobile home industry 
in some province. 

What I am concerned about is. I have yet to see in the 
last four years in the outlying communities and I use 
Faro as a good example because I come from Faro. 
where you have put in a permanently structured home: 
All you have put in are ticky-tack boxes and we all know 
how long they last. We all know how long and how much 
it costs to maintain those over a period of tim<!, when 
your frames start warping and it costs a small fortune, 
we have to replace them when they burn out because of 
poor standards, electrically and otherwise. I don't sup
port the Yukon Housing and I never will under its pres· 
ent system. I am advising the Minister that he should 
take a complete reassessment of the whole priority and 
the values of the Yukon Housing at this present point in 
time. 

Mr. Chairman: Spoken like a true capitalist Mr. 
McCall. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. ( 

Ms. Millard: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I am very curious to 
hear the Members opinions on just how are we going to 
meet the housing problems in the Yukon. Maybe we 
could have some positive comments instead of some 
downgrading of our Corporation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Mr. Chairman, if I had the portfolio, 
maybe I would take that reassessment but I do not have 
that portfolio. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon_ Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think that perhaps 
the Honourable Members should read the objectives of 
the Corporation in relation to their 1975-76 financial 
statement. It states very specifically, the objective of 
the corporation is the development, maintenance, and 
management of home ownership is the development, 
maintenance, and management of home ownership and 
rental housing programs and administration of Ter
ritorial Government employee accommodation. 

I take offence to the Honourable Member's state
ments in relation to the area in which he comes from 
because I think the Housing Corporation did the best 
they could to accommodate the need that was out there 
last summer and I think that the corporation has done a 
good job of fulfilling that need in relation to staff hous
ing. The only way we were able to provide that need W?~ 
to go to a modular type of construction, in order to hi 
it there on time. I think we had better look bacK 
memory and just review just exactly what did happen. 

) 
( 



Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 

Mr. McCall : Just exactly what did happen. Mr. 
Chairman? I believe that in 1973-74, we were supposed 
to have an apartment block built in Faro. There was 
money provided in the budget at the time but it was 
reappropriated to something else. Where are they? The 
questions were asked at that point in time. I asked a 
moment ago, Mr. Chairman , for the Minister to give me 
an explanation about the $90,000.00 on Maintenance. He 
still hasn't given me a specific explanation. I mean, 
don 't try and hoodwink me. You may be able to hood
wink the public. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Yes , Mr. Chairman. I don' t want to run 
the Yukon Housing Corporation down into the ground all 
the way, but partially I do agree, but I do agree with the 
basic principle of the Yukon Housing Corporation and 
their objective. But I think by accepting the responsibil
ity of housing, I think you're also accepting a lot of other 
things and I disagree with the Honourable Minister re
sponsible for Yukon Housing specifically when he men
tions Dawson City. Because you created nothing but a 
slum area as far as I'm concerned. You're going to find 
out in a few years, that is what you are going to have 
because public housing is something far further from 
what you're creating in Dawson City. You created hous-

' units , specifically forty units in Dawson, of 835 
.&are feet , which is way too small for large families . 

{ ou have no public playgrounds around those units. You 
have absolutely nothing there. Kids right now are van
dalizing people , the property next door to trem. They 
have to play on the streets, but I think that this is all the 
responsiblity of Yukon Housing. If you want to accept 
housing for the public, you go one step further, accept 
the responsiblity for what goes with the Housing, recre
ation facilities and everything else. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman. The Member on 
my left wanted to know why I'm so against these things, 
saying supply some information as to what might help. 
Well , I'm just saying that the money that is voted here is 
the taxpayers' dollar and if she wants to know, I haven't 
got any large estimates I could give her, but I have my 
own area as some other Members have, and in that 
area, I'm saying that Yukon Housing Corporation is not 
looking after their responsibilities in a responsible 
manner when they have a problem and they don't. I 
don 't know where they get their expertise to fix the 
problem, but they certainly don't come to the people and 
ask any questions. 

There was a job last spring and the Members in this 
House all remember what happened, with the sewage in 
Teslin, for an instance, and that's just one little exam
ple. When they built the homes they wouldn't listen to 
anybody. When the problem arose, they still wouldn't 
listen to anybody, but they came down and did their 

job as it happened and I don't know how much, but 
ure they know the figure and the Minister knows 

•··- .1gure that was spent there last spring to repair the 
job which lasted approximately 30 days and was back to 
the same state it was in again. And this is taxpayers ' 
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money going donw the drain and when we see it , we 
wonder just what's going on. The problem is there 
tonay. and has been all this winter yet and as it has been 
ever since and, you know, this is only the one small 
detail but I can bring up lots more. I don't have to look 
far at all. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, just sort of a curious 
fact here. The duplex situation in Dawson City and some 
of them in Whitehorse here, it's exactly the same design 
and construction as you find in Nova Scotia. I wonder 
how much connection the Yukon Housing Corporation 
has with the Corporation in Nova Scotia . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, very little connection 
with the Nova Scotia Housing Corporation, direct or 
indirect. The duplex units that were put into Dawson 
City, Mayo and Whitehorse and also Watson Lake, were 
designed and built by the Central Mortgage and Hous
ing Corporation. The Yukon Housing Corporation and 
the municipalities involved, came into them only as 
partners in a subsidy agreement. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: On the same question again, Mr. Chair
man, were those duplex units upgraded to Yukon en
vironmental conditions, to the weather conditions, to 
the cold weather that we have have in the Yukon? Was 
the roof structures strengthened in the duplexes be
cause most of the roofs blew off in Nova Scotia when 
they had a hurricane. 

Mr. Owens: The design of those, I believe the only 
change in design from Nova Scotia to Dawson City was 
the installation of a Franklin fireplace in each living 
room. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: I don't wanttostayon this subject, but! 
think this is what the Member is criticizing in this 
House, and this is the frustration that the Yukon Hous
ing Corporation brings to the Members. How does hous
ing being created, public money being spent which is-
there's nothing wrong with it, but the design of the hous
ing is wrong. Most of those housing units are not really 
fit for the weather in the Yukon. They are not really 
suitable for the large families who need public housing 
and I think that this is what the Member is really 
criticizing in this House. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: While we're on this subject, Mr. 
Chairman, I know there is a particular matter before 
adjudication over a particular problem. I don't want to 
really get into it, but what I am mainly concerned about 
is setting aside the cost of the rental of houses which 
belongs to the Government of the Yukon. I want to know 
if YHC is considering assisting these people who will 
have to pay extremely high utility costs for the junk they 



have to live in, which they call a mobile home. 
I'm talking about putting in further insulation and 

looking at every unit we have belonging to the Govern
ment of the Yukon in order to bring the cost of those 
utilities down , irrespective of the rent problem. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, as I said earlier, we 
are making provisions ; it will be an ongoing program in 
relation to buildings that are five to ten years old that 
have to be looked at and possibly renovated. In relation 
to the newer, modular units and that kind of thing, I 
would suspect that they should be good for a couple of 
years. 

I don't know what the Honourable Member is talking 
about, to be quite frank, Mr. Chairman. I live in a trailer 
myself and I would just as soon not have the Honourable 
Member call it junk. I happen to own it, and I pay the 
heat and I pay the fuel and I pay the lights. I don't expect 
anybody else to do it for me. I just object to that, Mr. 
Chairman, because I think there 's a lot of Yukoners in 
the Yukon who have their own home, are paying their 
own bills and they expect their colleagues, whoever 
they may be, whether they be working or they be work
ing for the Territorial Government or the Federal Gov
ernment or whatever, they should be doing the same 
thing. That is a very basic premise. 

I think that what we're looking at, as mentioned ear
lier in the Session, was the fact that we are looking at the 
concept of equalization. We know that's going to run out 
within a year; hopefully, we can get some money and 
put it in that particular program because that'll help 
everybody, not just one segment of the population. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I respect the Minister's own personal 
home; I wasn't referring to yours as being junk; I mean, 
that's your own opinion. What I'm concerned about is , 
and I take my question as answered, that you are con
sidering the alleviation of high utility costs by looking at 
the structure of these mobile homes as far as bringing 
those utility costs down, like they do in other parts of the 
country. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chah ~ .m, I raised my 
hand some time back and I'm afraid we've passed the 
point I wish to discuss. I was going to ask if the Honour
able Members who are concerned about these matters 
have in fact discussed them with the housing associa
tion committees in their own jurisdictions? Are they 
aware of the members on those committees; do they 
work closely with them when such problems occur in 
their own constituencies? Are we hearing today through 
these members the views of those housing associations 
or are these the views of the members? It seems to me, 
Mr. Chairman, that the housing corporation has com
mittees of citizens in each of the major areas where 
such housing is provided and they are the channel 
through which such complaints and/or suggestions for 
improvements should be made. 

I would appreciate knowing how many such commit
tees there are. I was of the opinion that Honourable 
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Members were consulted regarding the appointment of 
members to those committees at various times. Is there 
a communication going? Should there be a committee 
everywhere there are, say, ten or twelve units so that 
you have direct input at the community level so that 
they can work with the Member in that constituency? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman , if the Minister 
wishes answers, yes , there is committees. However, the 
committees are possibly doing what they can to a cer
tain extent ; however, also, you must remember that the 
Yukon Housing Corporation is another octopus, and if 
you have people in outlying districts more or less work
ing, if there's any pay involved in it , now this is just a 
fact of life, it's not a myth; if there is any pay involved 
when you work for an octopus and somebody wants to 
know something that's going on in there, if you step on 
him you're going to get the other tentacle around your 
neck , so they don't come in and report everything that's 
going on. 

The committees that are giving their time freely of 
themselves, those committPes, I think, are very much 
in the same sense trying to do the things that the Hon
ourable Member from Pelly and more of us here are 
trying to do ; however, they are just small little commit
tees that are supposed to find out if somebody is wreck
ing his house and report back to here and so forth and 
things like that; I think you'll find that's right. They do, I 
think, probably advise the Yukon Housing Corporatior 
So far they, in many cases, haven't seen any of t7 
results from what they have been reported in. That L 

the problem. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, I would like to know where these 
committees are, Mr. Chairman, as the Minister says. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, there isn't one in Faro. 
There is one in Ross River , one in Watson Lake, Teslin, 
Haines Junction, none in Carcross, one in Carmacks, 
Mayo, Dawson City and I believe that is all, and then the 
Housing Authority in Whitehorse. The normal method 
of appointing these, Mr. Chairman, is that the L.I.D. 
and some person from the community requested to do so 
by the Housing Corporation, nominates people both 
from the residents and from the community at large. 
These nominations are put before the Board of the 
Yukon Housing Corporation and, upon the 
Corporation's recommendation, the appointments are 
normally processed by the Commissioner. 

~'lr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Well, I would like to be enlightened why 
I was not apprised as to the community committee in 
Ross River by the Yukon Housing and they are pretty 
good at communication, with all due respects. My next 
question would be, why we don't have one in Faro, being 
the second largest community in the Yukon? I find it 
rather ironic. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. u 

J ( 
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Mr. Owens: The housing committee in Ross River 
has been active since 1973. I don't assume. as Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. the responsibility of inform
ing the Member that there is such a thing. The reason 
that there isn't one in Faro is that there is no public 
housing in Faro. 

Mr. McCall : Oh. Okay. Fantastic. 

Mr. Chairma n: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman. I won't belabour the 
subject for too long: however. I understood the witness 
to say that , Mr. Chairman. that these committees were 
from all of the communities more or less. I was under 
the impression that they ca me from the people who 
were living in the housing a t that time. not from the 
individuals outside the Housing Corporation, more or 
less. I understood you to say that they come from all of 
the communities through the L.I.D. 

Mr. Owens: Tha t is right. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall ? 

Mr. McCall : Well , I am not at a loss for words, but I 
find it very fascinating that Faro doesn't have a com
munity dealing with housing s imply because we don't 
have public housing . I find that it answers a lot of ques
tions just to where priorities lie with YHC and that until 
we get some sort of public housing in Faro. we can 
forget about any lines of communications unless we go 
d irect. 

Mr. Owens: Mr. Chairman, the normal process for 
establishing public housing in any jurisdiction is that it 
is ge':lerally activated by a municipal government, a 
local mterest group or some such group of people within 
the community. What the Honourable Member is asking 
us to do is to enforce upon Faro the existence of a hous
ing association simply because, for some reason, we 
want one in every community, and I don't understand 
the rationale. When we get accused of dropping houses 
in communities where they are not wanted, where they 
are poorly designed, where they are substandard, and 
at the same time we're being accused of not forcing a 
community to form some kind of an artificial associa
tion. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall, I hope you're not going 
to enter further debate with the witness. 

Mr. Berger? 

Mr. Berger: Just a question on the forming of this 
h?using a~sociation . Wasn't it the practice in the begin
nmg that 1t was only the members in the low cost hous
ing structures who formed the housing association? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens : Mr. Chairman, under the original di
rectives-- under the original legislation , I believe, for 
the rental purchase housing program, Mr. Berger is 
correct. It was defined that the Associations were 
struck from tenants or prospective tenants. That has 
since been changed and I don 't believe there 's any 
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c.ommunities in the Yukon where there isn ' t representa
t ives that have been appointed with the assistance of the 
L.I.D. 

Mr. Chairman: Twenty-one eighty-two, are we 
clear ? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Twenty-one eight three, Rural and 
Remote Housing Programs. $400,000.00. 

Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I guess what I 'm look
ing for is a definition of rural and remote, because in our 
paper here we have related four log structures in Car
cross to this Rural Remote Housing Program. These 
houses will be fully plumbed and electricity and every
thing else. I was under the impression that rural and 
remote housing was actually very-- well , what would be 
called substandard as far as being within the city limits, 
or something like that, but that it was going to give the 
person the ability to build something away from a 
community which may not have plumbing , may not 
have electricity, but would give him the impetus to go on 
and build this kind of housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owens. 

Mr. Owens: The definition of Rural and Remote 
Housing is provided for under the Federal-Territorial 
Agreement. It is housing that would take place in any 
community under a population of 2,400 people. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Well , then , why have rural and remote 
housing, because if you have housing already available 
in communities of that size under other programs, why 
have a separate program? 

Mr. Owens: This program is struck by Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Mr. Chairman, and 
was to provide housing of very basic accommodation. 
Hopefully not substandard. The target group was 
primarily those people in isolated areas or in remote 
communities. It does provide for accommodation 
where you don 't have municipal facilities . Units can be 
built where they don't have all the modern amenities. 
The definition of the type of structure to be built or the 
objective is, as Mr. Schneider pointed out, is the unit 
tha t is below $30,000.00. And that is the maximum under 
the agreement. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Yes, under the Rural and Remote 
Housing then, if the units are to be under $30,000.00, 
what percentage of that is funded under this? In other 
words, what does the individual have to put down or 
carry? Is there a mortgage ; what's the mortgage struc
ture? 

Mr. Owens : There is no down payment required 
under the program. The mortgage is held by Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. The payments re-



qui red by the individual are 25 per cent of income exclu
sive of utilities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 

Mr. Lengerke: Is there an income level in order to 
qualify for this? In other words, if a fellow was making 
$45,000.00 a year and he wanted to Jive in a Rural and 
Remote Housing situation, can he be eligible? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, possibly if I can exp
lain in some detail the program so there isn 't any mis
understanding of the program. This is a C.M.H.C. prog
ram that's available across Canada and it's meeting 
with various degrees of success across Canada, but in 
Yukon, when we took a look at this program initially, we 
had some concerns about it simply because of the fact it 
provided home ownership in 25 per cent of the person's 
income, but had no provision whatsoever for utilities. 
Knowing the high cost of utilities, we said that the prog
ram will not work in the Yukon because if you do some 
quick calculations it is obvious that people on a low 
income would be spending from maybe fifty to seventy 
per cent of their income on housing alone. 

So, through the management committee, what we did 
do is that we suggested that we use the rental purchase 
arrangement, since rental purchase is no longer a prog
ram, an active program, use that type of mechanism 
applied to the Rural and Remote Housing Program so 
that people could occupy the unit initially on a rental 
basis and then, when their income improves, they could 
move into a home ownership situation with assistance 
available under the AHOP program. 

There are no top income limits under this program; 
however, I think that the first allocations would obvi
ously be made to people in the greatest need and then 
possibly ,later on, the program can be expanded to look 
at individuals with family incomes higher than those 
people that we try to service at the beginning. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Berger: Mr. Chairman, under this particular 
program, Rural and Remote Housing Program, can one 
utilize round Jogs? The reason I am asking this question 
-just recently there was an article in the paper where a 
round Jog structure would require a certain size, a 
minimum size of logs in the Northwest Territories, and I 
wonder if this is required over here also? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, there is no reason 
that you couldn't utilize round logs ; in fact, we would 
prefer to do that. But of course, using round logs re
quires a great deal more labour and our costs would 
grow correspondingly, so this gives us some concern. 
The reference to the size of the logs - CMHC would 
normally require ten-inch logs and it is for that reason 
that they shut down the log operation that the NWT 
Housing Corporation had under way and it is for that 
reason that they shut that down and they had to sell the 
system out at the time. 

Under the Rural and Remote Housing Program, 
CMHC is so committed to this program that they are 
prepared to go with six-inch logs, cut three sides. We 
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have built log in the past and we have three Jog struc
tures down in Carcross at this moment and I believe 
those are cut at two sides. They are just normal Yukon 
logs. It is interesting to note that our heating costs for 
those three units are appreciably Jess than any other 
housing unit. As well , maintenance costs are considera
bly less. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, is this in regards to 
what the witness said, and I have been through this once 
before and I got an answer to the same thing, I think it 
was last year. It wasn't quite clear in my mind after I 
real ized what I had gotten for an answer as to how this 
could really happen. 

You say that, and I am going to give you an example of 
a person who isn't making any money and on welfare or 
whatever, and I am paying $5.00 a month for this home 
and I am in it for five years and then, all of a sudden, I 
am really lucky - I got a job as Minister of Local Gov
ernment and then have a big payroll ; and then what 
happens? 

You say of course that my wages are over·· and I 
think I have the figures somewhere in the papers -
$270.00, $300.00, or something - so therefore I can no 
longer rent the home. I must buy the home now. But my 
payments apparently, and this is what I understand, the 
payments that have been made to the home can go 
against the cost of it. 

I am going to ask you, do the payments of the total that 
you demand for that home, from the government or 
somebody, I don't care where you get it, but it is 270 or 
300 or around there, do I get the benefit of all those 
payments or will I get the benefit of my $5.00 a month 
over the last 5 years? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the mechanism 
under which an individual can buy a particular housing 
unit has changed considerably since the initial informa
tion was released some years ago. The arrangement is 
such that a person can now buy a rental purchase hous
ing unit and under this program, rural and remote hous
ing unit, when 35 per cent of their family income equates 
to the principle interest and taxes and utility costs, and 
the reason for that is so we won't find families in a 
situation where they can't afford to make the mortgage 
payments and foreclosure action takes place and the 
inevitable result is that they Jose their house. 

What we are simply saying is that, when you can 
afford to buy the house, then of course you can make 
application and there is some further assistance avail
able under the Assisted Home Ownership Program. 

If your income increases substantially through a 
windfall of some sort, you still can continue to rent, the 
purchase option is yours. 

It's not mandatory that you move out or buy; how
ever, if you continue to rent, obviously the cost of rent
ing is going to be higher in some cases than the cost of 
home ownership. 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, I still didn't get my 
answer, really, I still-do I pay $30,000.00 for the home 
when I decide to buy it, or do I pay $30,000.00 less what is 
in the home from month rental which could be 2 or 
$300.00 or is it the actual money I put in there? 

\ ) ( 
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Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, as part of the 
mechanisP.'l for sale of rental-purchase housing, we've 
developed a credit arrangement where people can ac
crue credits, particularly those people that are paying 
or making the higher rental payment. The amount that 
they can accrue is up to the 5 per cent standard down 
payment that is normally required. The price of the 
house will be appraised at the time based on current 
replacement Jess depreciation, or if it is in a community 
where there 's an active real estate market, it would be 
based on current sales in that community. 

Mr. Chairman: 2183 , are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Vote 20 , are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Vote 18- are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: I now declare a brief recess. 

(Recess ) 

Mr. Chairman: I now call this committee to order. We 
will proceed with the consideration of project capital, 
page 201 , Treasury Department. 2201, Furniture and 
Office Equipment, $75,000.00. 2201, are we clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2202, Liquor Control Equipment, 
$38,000.00. Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I don't know if this is the 
right place to bring this up, but I can't see anywhere else 
where liquor is mentioned. Maybe I've missed the boat 
here somewhere in the estimates. I'd like to ask some 
questions about Territorial agents who also act as liquor 
vendors. Where will be the proper place to bring it up? 
This is the first time I've come across anything that 
even mentions liquor. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: We could've taken it up in the 
Liquor Ordinance. 

Mr. Chairman: Carry on, Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Is that all right? 

Mr. Chairman: Yes. 

Ms. Millard: I asked for a definition of Territorial 
agent quite a while ago, mainly because I've been re
ceiving complaints from Territorial agents, I won't 
name anyone specifically, and I won't even say the 
place because it's been over a period of years that I've 
heard the same thing, that they are expected to do an 
awful lot of general work for the Territorial Govern
ment as well as carry on their vending problems. 

I'm wondering if this has ever really been looked into 
by the Government and whether or not there's a defini-
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tion of the job , beyond the definiti on that I've received, 
but kind of a general sort of implication of the job so that 
the general public can know what a Territorial agent is 
and so the person himself can know. It seems to change 
from community to community. There doesn't seem to 
be a general philosophy of Territorial agent-ism. How's 
that? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Gillespie? 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, I've heard similar 
comments in the past about lack of definition that crop 
up from time to time. These are being dealt with both on 
an individual basis with the Territorial agents involved 
where there is some lack of understanding between that 
agent and his superiors in Territorial Secretary's office. 
It's also a matter of discussion each time there are 
annual--at each annual meeting of the Territorial Ag
ents and Liquor Vendors and indeed, at a recent meet
ing this did come up here in Whitehorse when they all 
got together regarding precisely what their duties are 
and I think now that they have a pretty good understand
ing if they did not before. 

Beyond that, it's a matter for the Territorial Secret
ary to inform them on an ongoing basis of what is ex
pected of them. As to what the public expects of them, 
there may be room for improvement there. I'm not too 
sure about that. I think internally the matter is fairly 
well handled at this point in time but the public may not 
in fact be fully aware of all the duties that are expected 
of them. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Yes, I think that really is the case. I 
wonder, how long ago was this meeting? Is there a regu
lar sort of set-up yearle meeting of Territorial agents so 
that they can be apprised of the various duties? I've 
been given a list here, one man has told me that he's 
responsible for property tax, business licences, mar
riage licences rental for senior citizens homes. In the 
spring , he's exceptionally busy with motor vehicles and 
the game department in the fall. 

It seems to be an awful lot of qualifications that the 
poor person has to have, as well as selling all our li
cences, has to be able to cope with. Is there an on-going 
training program? Is there some kind of time set aside 
for these people to be able to communicate with each 
other and with the government so that they know what 
they're doing? I notice as well,I know I used to use the 
Territorial agent in Mayo as a welfare agent as well. Is 
that still being done? Those kind of things. 

Mr. Gillespie: The Territorial Agent at Mayo is not 
still being used as a Welfare Officer, I can assure the 
member of at least that much. Beyond that, most of 
these matters that have been listed are matters of pro
cedure for which there are procedural manuals and 
directives available to indicate how they're handled. 
It's a matter of issuing licences and receiving cash and 
accounting for it. I'm not aware of finding the time to 
perform these duties or of knowing percisely what it is 
that they should do. There have been instances of that in 
the past, but as they occur, procedural directives have 
been written up and distributed so that there is guidance 
for the Territorial Agents at this point in time over most 



matters, but inevitably, new ones crop up and as they 
do, new directives are issued . 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, to repeat, I know my 
questions sound very scattered because I feel very scat· 
tered about the position. Is there any on·going training 
program? Is there some support that.. .My understand
ing is that they feel that they 're not being paid for the 
kind of responsibility they get. That may be a matter of 
opinion, but I feel that if they were given more support 
and more general knowledge of the working of the gov
ernment, they would feel that their responsiblity was 
being recognized within the government. And maybe. 
with an annual meeting of some sort , this could be done. 

Mr. Gillespie : I think that part of the problem the 
M•!mber has put her finger on it , as being the lack of a 
continuing meeting and there was one held in late Feb
ruary this year which was very highly successful, ac· 
cording to the reports I had of it. I think that cleared up a 
lot of loose ends and misunderstandings. These haven't 
been held for a few years, at least they weren't held last 
year and this is partly a cause for the problem. Matters 
of pay, of course, come up throughout the government 
and these are dealt with by the Public Service Commis
sion . It's strictly up to the Public Service Commission , 
in relation to the individuals and the positions involved. 
They have been reviewed recently. The outcome of that, 
in detail , I wouldn't want to discuss now, but they are, 
they have been, as I say, reviewed by the Public Service 
Commission. 

As far as an on-going training program is concerned, 
no there has not been that other than, as I say, this 
meeting which has occured just recently. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Just one other comment. I really see it as 
a managerial problem, because I know a turn over in 
Dawson has been tremendous in the liquor vendors
territorial agents areas and every one of them has been 
dissatisfied, that I've talked to. Sol see it as a kind of, a 
problem where the management should be looking into 
the satisfaction of the employee. It's the only govern
ment job I've seen where they feel really unsupported 
and kind of lost out in the field especia lly since their 
responsibilities seem to cover such a number of areas. I 
really appreciate the fact that there has been a meeting 
and I hope that the government is looking into further 
things like that. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, on this question, this 
is something that I've a lways expressed concern about, 
and that rs that the liquor vendors are generally ter
ritorial agents in the outlying communities and I speak 
more particularly, of course, Mr. Chairman, of Watson 
Lake, where the duties of both functions have become 
pretty onerous. I've said on many occasions in this 
House that the time had long ago come when perhaps 
the two positions should be separated. And it really 
causes real difficulties. More responsibilities ar e added 
to these people in the liquor business, for instance, 
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we 've thrown upon them in the outlying districts. bottle 
collt c tion and this has meant additions to liquor stores. 
it's meant additional work, headaches for the person 
who has the responsibility of inventorying and dispens
ing and selling liquor and collecting bottles and doing all 
the things that a liquor agent does. 

On the other side of the stick . your territorial agent. 
your terr itoria l agent, Mr Cha irman, is responsible for 
the issuance of licence" and this type of thing. I 'II just 
give you one example. m that our liquor stores. or cer
tainly the one in Watson Lake. shuts down on a Monday 
and , inasmuch as we a re a ma jor entrance point to the 
Territory , perhaps the volume of business of the ter
ritoria l agent is greater than it would be in other centres 
in the Yukon. But people coming into Watson Lake after 
Saturday night have to wait till the following Tuesday 
morning , for instance, to get licences which they may 
require , especia lly motor vehicle licer ces, to continue 
their way through the Territory, for whatever purpose 
they a re here for. Tha t seems to me a long time from a 
Saturday night to a Tuesday morning till the liquor store 
opens to get you know. totally unrelated th ings, such as 
li1 enses, etcetera, etcetera. The problem is probably 
mvre severe today than it has been in the past and I 
certainly feel and I'm sure tha t there are others who feel 
the same way , that no longer should this situation occur. 

Separate the !'unction of the liquor vendor of Watson 
Lake !'rom this position of Territorial Agent and get 
those olfices open on a Monday morning so that people 
can conduct business with this Government without 
having to spend another day in Watson Lake. I 'd like to 
hear some comments from Mr. Gillespie on this, Mr. 
Cha irman, and I'd a lso like to know if they would really 
seriously consider this in this fiscal year? 

Mr. Chairman : Mr . Gillespie? 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, I agree with the com
ments of the Honourable Members, both with regard to 
the fact that the liquor agent , at least the Territorial 
agent is not available to provide services to the public on 
Monday, and a lso with regard to the additional work 
loads that our liquor agents and Territorial agents have 
been asked to bear over the last couple of years. 

These are both very true, however , our agents , includ
ing Watson Lake, have been able to handle the job and 
handle it well. I believe, that, if my memory ser ves me 
correct , we added an additional clerical position at 
Watson Lake over the last year. 

The question about whether we have examined the 
possibility of separating the two functions, yes, we have 
and there ar e many very desirable attributes to doing 
so. However, it is a costly matter and with our current 
budgetary constraints, we did not consider this as the 
time to do that. But it is something we are very aware of 
as a prospect for the future. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, Mr. Chairman, while I well 
appreciate the remarks and reply from the witness, it 
s till seems to me that , you know, you can't just look at 
the cost of this, you've got to say well , are we going to 
provide a level of services to the public of the Yukon? 
And in this case, to those who are coming to the Yukon 
and wishing to do business with this Government and it ) 

( 



seems to me that there's got to be some way that this can 
be done and the only way I can see that it can be done , is 
to separate, at this point in time, those two functions. 

Perhaps as the witness has said, there's been an 
added clerical position down there last year , this does 
not yet though relieve the man, or the agent, of the 
responsibilities. The responsibilities are still there We 
still haven ' t solved the problem of getting those donrs 
open and this should appear to me anyway to be the 
time. the logical argument, the logical rationale for 
separating the two. I mean, I don 't see that we are doing 
that volume of business down there that we don't open 
those doors on Monday . And that's the only way that I 
can see to do it. 

Mr. Gillespie: I have no--the only way I can respond is 
simply to say that I agree with the sentiments and the 
logic of what has been said, but in going through our 
priorities and allocating the funds that are available 
this year, we just didn't see our way clear to do so. It is 
something we are conscious of, and it is something we 
are going to be looking at again in the future and it 
becomes a priorities exercise and when the funds aren't 
there, they are not there. But it will be looked at again 
for next year undoubtedly. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, I can only say, it's 
been looked at every year. This is the standard reply 
number 37, I believe it is. 38 I'm sorry. This is the stan
dard reply 38 that I get every year and we don't seem to 
be getting anywhere. I think it's high time that the Gov
ernment, especially when you are talking about a re
venue gain type of operation, that the Government take 
cognizance of this fact. It's admitted that yes, it 's desir
able. Obviously, there must be some way within this 
budget to provide for the services that I suggest. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Mcintyre? 

Mr. Mclntyrr · Mr. Chairman, in view of the setting 
up of the Yukon Liquor Corporation, it seems to me that 
the liquor vendor will now be in an employee of the 
Liquor Corporation and not of the Territorial Govern
ment, therefore the Territorial Government shouldn't 
expect him to act as Liquor Vendor. And it would be 
quite improper, after the first of April for the Territori:-I 
agent to also be the liquor vendor, so it seems to me that 
the decision should be made right now, that after the 
first of April the liquor vendors will not be Territorial 
agents . 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, the liquor agents, 
after April 1, will still be public servants and in this 
instance will be required to wear two hats. They were 
aware of this , we are aware of this anomaly, and that is 
what it is, but we don't find that sufficient reason in 
itself, to split the function and incur the additional cost 
that would be required. The fact of the matter is that we 
don't have the monies budgeted for in our estimates and 
we are not in a position, even though, in theory, the two 
positions should be separated as the Member suggests, 
we are in no position to do so this April 1st. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Mcintyre? 

Mr. Mcintyre: Then Mr. Chairman, what was the 
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purpose of setting up the Yukon Liquor Corporation if 
nothing is being changed. 

Mr. Gillespie: The change is not in the way the li
quor agents carry out their functions. The change has 
affect particularly at the decision-making level regard
ing the issuances of licences and this sort of thing, 
whereas before, the Liquor Board was answerable to 
the Commissioner and the government. Now, for those 
sorts of politically or quasi potentially political posi
tions they have now an independence which keeps them 
one step removed from the government and not subject 
to any political interference in the performance of their 
duties , in issuances of licences and things of that sort. 

This does not affect the day to day operations of the 
liquor agents themselves. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard ? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I was wondering 
if I could ask the assistance of the Honourable Member 
from Watson Lake and bow to his superior knowledge of 
the local situation. I realize that there are a number of 
government offices upstairs, in the office building in 
Watson Lake, I am not familiar with all of them, I am 
familiar with the Social Welfare Branch and there is a 
court room and there are two or three other government 
offices. I wonder if he could suggest which one he thinks 
would be the most suitable to handle the sale of li
cences? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, one would have to 
review the occupancy of the building because there is 
everybody from LID to game, to court, to many things 
in that building ; but I would think that provision could 
be made somewhere in the building for a place where 
the agent can conduct his business on behalf of the peo
ple of the territory. I see no problem there. 

One thing that does bother me though , is the witness in 
his recent remarks, seems to be talking about " they" as 
a categorical thing and I am speaking about one par
ticular operation which seems to be peculiar to the other 
territorial agent operations inasmuch as its volumes 
and its difference by being at that point where people 
enter the territory. I am specifically speaking of Watson 
Lake, perhaps recognizing that the other areas of the 
Yukon, may be the same volumes and the same prob
lems don't exist, but I wouldn't want it understood as a 
class thing. 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, we are aware of the 
differences that Watson Lake, when compared to some 
of the other communities however-- and we have looked 
at Watson Lake as a possibility for a place to initiate just 
what the Honourable Member has suggested and that is 
separate the two functions on an experimental basis. I 
think that if we were going to do so, the most logical 
place, from my point of view, is Watson Lake to start. 
But we haven't seen our way clear to doing that in this 
year. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, maybe I can't see it 



very clearly but I know in Dawson there is two emp
loyees now , why can't one be the liquor vendor and one 
be the territorial agent so that each is responsible for 
separate areas of work, instead of overlapping? 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, you need at least two 
employees to run any liquor store operation. One of the 
employees, quite often, will be in the warehouse portion 
of the building or otherwise doing Territorial Agent's 
work, while the other one is operating the cash. For the 
liquor operation alone, you need to have two employees 
there at all times. 

So, you can't make one exclusively a territorial agent 
and leave the other to operate the cash, to serve the 
customers otherwise, and to look after billing, requisi
tioning and also move materials around in the 
warehouse. So you need two people for the liquor opera
tion alone. But because you have two people and be
cause of the nature of the activity, there are times, free 
times when the liquor agents are able to perform other 
duties and that is when they do the work of the territorial 
agent. It makes good use of their time. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, I am certainly not one 
for increasing man years but the work I see them doing 
in Dawson could really maintain three people. The 
statistics that I receive every month stating the total 
gone out, it is a far greater percentage in Dawson. It is 
not really something to be pround of, but per capita, we 
are spending more on liquor than in most places. Does 
that come into consideration, the amount of volume that 
they do? Is there a pro rata basis where there is a 
certain number of territorial liquor vendors compared 
to the amount of money being spent and is that equitable 
in Dawson? 

Mr. Gillespie: There is a general guideline, Mr. 
Chairman, that is followed by our liquor control opera
tion, with regard to the number of staff and the nature of 
their duties and it is related, in part , to the volume of 
sales , yes. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: Could we have an idea of just what that 
is, because I would find it interesting to know how the 
volume r elates to the number of bodies in the shop, 
because I think we could even look at a half a man year 
or a casual at certain times of the year, especially in the 
spring or in the fall when the territorial agent is very 
busy with licence plates. I understand the Game De
partment is going to have someone at least, a clerk· .or 
someone in their office when he's out, which will cer
ta inly help matters, but I think it still could be rectified a 
little more. 

Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Chairman, we do have a casual, a 
few casual man years in the liquor operation. These are 
used at peak periods. In addition, as the Member indi
cates, we are planning to relieve the game licensing 
load from the shoulders of the territorial agents during 
the peak periods. So I think that should help the situa
tion , that combined with our ability to hire casuals dur
ing peak periods. 
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And in additon , I could bring some-- I don't have the 
information here, but I could bring to the Member the 
guidelines such as we have. I don 't have them off the top 
of my head. 

Ms. Millard : Yes, please. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 

Some Members : Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2203, Central Purchasing Equip
ment. 

Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2204, Liquor Control Keg Cooler . 
Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chair~an: 2205, Sign Paint Shop. Clear'? 

Some Members: Clear . 

Mr. Chairman: Page 204 . 2501 , Northern Health 
Services Construction. $20,000.00. 

What new facility was this? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman. that's the plan-
ning for the new facility at Faro. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 
Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes , Mr. Cha irman, what is the 
new facility at Faro? 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman , I don't know yet 
because they haven't drawn the plans. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman--

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I didn't mean to 
be facetious, but I really don't know what that facility 
will be there. Consultation is going on between the Faro 
Board of Health and the federal department with their 
planners and there are funds in there to provide for a 
survey of study in preparation of plans. The last time I 
had a bulletin, these had not held . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, if it can't be iden
tified as to at least generally what type of facility is 
going to be built , is it going to be a house, a barn, wh~t is 
it going to be? I don't think we ought to be voting money 
for it and perhaps we can get this information from 
Northern Health before we conclude deliberation of this 
budget. 

( 

) ( 

) 
( 
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Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I would wish the 
Honourable Member luck, but I haven't been able to get 
any speedy information. It is a two-pronged approach 
by the Board of Health at Faro. They are looking at a 
two doctor situation in the coming months, with expan
sion, as they hope, of development in the area. They 
would like to have plans for a clinic for doctors, includ
ing Jab and so forth in addition to some renovations and 
expansion of the Faro Nursing Centre, as I see it. And at 
this point, there is money in the budget for planning for 
the addition to the existing facility. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, could we have that 
information before clearing the budget? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I don 't think it 's 
available. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Well then perhaps, Mr. Chairman, 
we should delete this money from the budget because I 
don 't think it 's good in anybody's business to propose 
the expenditure of public funds when you don't know 
what they are going to spend it on. That 's what esti
mates are all about. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, the funds are 
there for planning. Mr. Chairman, I will obtain a letter 
from the Regional Director in the next ten days saying 
that the funds are there for planning if that is what the 
Honourable Member wishes. I can't tell the Honourable 
Member at this stage what the plans are going to be. I 
have said that, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, perhaps 
we could get the information from the Board of Health in 
Faro, which would be simpler. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I sympathize with the Minister in try
ing to give an explanation of something that's not actu
ally created yet, but I hope she doesn't have to wait 
longer than I have as far as getting information from the 
Board of Health, with all due respect. 

While we are on this particular subject, you men
tioned that the Board of Health and other individuals 
are working on a two-pronged type of plan to cover off, 
correct me if I am wrong, a clinic which incorporates 
provisions for two doctors plus an expansion of the exist
ing nurses station, is this correct? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, that was the in
formation that was presented to us at a meeting in Faro 
last October and I've had nothing more recent. The 
wishes of the Board with whom we met last fall were to 
provide facilities for two doctors. They also foresaw 
extension to the present facility in the nursing station to 
accommodate increased population in Faro if develop
ment takes place as everyone hopes it will. 

Now I have no further details of what is involved in 
their planning. Our advice to them at the time was that 
there was this money in the budget; that they should be 
obtaining the services of trained medical architectural 
types from the federal department who were available 
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to come and consult with them regarding what the 
community saw as its needs and they would then sit 
down and work out drawings. We have left that amount 
in the budget to do so. 

If the Honourable Member wishes further informa
tion, I will try to obtain it from the people on the commit
tee at Faro. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: No, I'm not really hung up on getting 
the information. I'll probably get it after the job has 
been completed. I wouldn 't worry the Minister about 
that. What I am concerned about, it was my understand
ing that the project that the Board of Health and public 
parties should have been concerned with is the expan
sion of the nurses station itself and that is not only the 
medical facilities, but accommodation for our staff that 
we have out there, plus all sundries that are involved. 

I am at a loss though Mr. Chairman, why they are now 
concentrating their efforts involved ;n this particular 
planning on a clinic. separate clinic for the two doctor 
principle. As far as my understanding is, that's a long 
way down the tube and there's a lot more money in
volved than what is actually being budgeted for this 
point in time. I'm not suggesting for one moment 
somebody's playing games, but my understanding was 
that the meetings that were held, that the prime consid
eration at this point in time, at the time of the planning, 
is strictly on the nursing station itself and its facilities as 
to what expansion has to take place as far as the plan
ning. 

I am at a loss why they are considering, as you pointed 
out, a two prong plan attack on the other vital important 
thing which, in my estimation, is not quite ready for us 
to look at budgeting money or even Northern Health 
Services , unless they are going to cough up maybe 
another million dollars to put in a clinic to carry, not 
only two doctors, but other sundries like drug outlet, et 
cetera. So I was under the impression that it would be 
just the case, the nurses station itself. Now you give us 
information that they seem to be going gung-ho on this 
other project as well which I find r ather odd. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I don't wish to 
give the impression that there is some group at Faro 
rushing off to build a clinic for two doctors. If I did so, I 
wish to correct that. The understanding that we were 
given last fall in discussion with the people at Faro who 
are involved in planning, was that not only are they 
discussing the extension to their present facility, but · 
they are looking at that in terms of long-range planning 
for increased population and the future requirements 
for two doctors and all that that involves. And so our 
advice was -- you require the assistance of experts in 
this field, they are available in the federal department. 
There is money there to allow for this kind of consulta
tion and planning. 

Now, I 'm sorry if I've confused Honourable Mem
bers, Mr. Chairman, but the $20,000.00 there in the 
budget is for actual planning and I must apologize if I 
misled Members. It 's planning for additions to the pres
ent facility, but, in light of future expansion of that 
whole community for new mining development. And 



part of that will , of course, be where additioral medical 
staff would fit in. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard: If that's YTG's share, what is the 
total? Do we know that? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Will iams? 

Mr. Williams: Mr. Chairman, YTG share in these 
expenditures is 70 per cent so the total would be not quite 
$30,000 .00. Or about $25,000.00. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard? 

Ms. Millard : Mr. Chairman , just in passing, has our 
share always been 70 per cent and is it just because it's 
in planning, or it this just this job that's 70 per cent? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Williams: Mr. Chairman, it 's--our share is 70 per 
cent of just about all the direct expenditures incurred by 
Northern Health Services. In Establishment 502, when 
we talk about General Health Services, our share is 70 
per cent and in the related capital items our share is 70 
per cent. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: So. I've heard some comments that the 
changeover of Northern Health Services to the Territor
ial Government so that's not really true, is it? If we're 
already paying 70 per cent, the expenses that are to 
come won't be that great. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: This is one of those little known 
factswhich seems very difficult to get across to general 
public and it seems odd that they won't believe us when 
we way that they are in fact paying the great bulk of all 
the health costs themselves now. And that is one reason 
why we would like to have control over what we are 
doing with those dollars instead of having to ask a fed
eral department if it's all right if we ask them to spend it 
on this or this. It's our money. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Just in passing, I would say that we 
could use even now, 70 per cent influence on the deci
sions. Obviously we don't have much. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Twenty-five oh two, Northern Health 
Services Equipment Replacement, $34 ,500.00. 

Mr. Taylor. 

Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, Mr. Chairman, perhaps we 
could know of what type of equipment replacement 
we're talking about for $34,500.00. 
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Williams: A very rough breakdown . Mr. Chair
man, $14,000.00 is for replacement of vehicles ar.d the 
remainder is for replacement of medical equipment. 
but I don 't have a schedule. Once again. th is expendi
ture is incurred by Northern Health Services and then 
they bill us for 70 per cent of their total expenditure. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, in my questions to 
the regional director regarding these matters, he as
sured me that this is an annual replacement of equip
ment in all the centres which, in turn, require perhaps 
new x-ray, technical new counters, new cupboards. 
whatever. I am sure that there are a number of Honour
able Members here that have been very pleased to see 
replacement in some of these major pieces of equip
ment in their own areas . 

It is their decision what centre gets what piece of 
equipment replaced or repaired annually and this is our 
share of that amount. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2506, Detox Centre Washing Machine 
$500.00. What happened to the first one? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, we wash a lot of 
bedding in the Detox Centre. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman:2538, Equipment and Furnishings 
Welfare, $12,000.00. Clear ? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2552, Miscellaneous Equipment Cor
rections, $10,000.00. Clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: 2553, Remand Centre $50,000.00. Ms. 
Millard? 

Ms. Millard : Will this mean additional adding to the 
building or will it just be renovating within the WCI. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, we are presently 
discussing with the DPW, the Director of Corrections 
and involved up th~ hill, how best to approach this prob
lem. It is our hope that we can do this by utilizing one 
section of the present building with some minor renova
tions. But until they have made the final decision on it, I 
can't divulge exactly what it will be. That is the way in 
which we are proceeding, Mr. Chairman. We certainly 
don 't want to have to go into a very costly addition to 
that building, if by reutilizing the purpose for which 

( 

) 



every bit of space up there is used. we can establish a 
remand centre away from where it is at present. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard . 

Ms. Millard : A couple of quest ions in passing on that , 
what percentage of the inmate population would be on 
remand at any given time and I am wondering if we 
shouldn 't be thinking in terms now of expansion for 
things when, such as the pipeline comes through, we will 
certainly have more inmates in WCI. I would think. Is 
that being planned for , because in everything I have 
read, it is overcrowded already. 

Mr. Chairman : Mrs. Whyard ? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman . I can give the 
Honourable Member the figures for the month of Feb
ruary. We had a total of 79 days on remand in that 
month . There would be an average daily count of people 
or. remand of 2.8, so we are looking at a very small 
number per day. 

Compared with 8.8 daily of who have been awaiting 
sentence and 34 .1 in the dorm i 1ories which is 42, 43 , 
about 45 people there. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms. Millard. 

Ms. Millard: Again are we actually making any tenta
dve plans because I hope there isn't a pipeline but in the 
event of a catastrophe of a pipeline coming through 
Whitehorse, there will certainly be a need for greater 
facilities, a greater remand centre and a greater cor
rectional institute, perhaps by even 20 pe~ cent. Are 
plans being made in this direction at this t1me? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: I would suggest that we put them to 
work on the pipeline if it comes through. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, they will be working on 
the pipeline and they will be having extra money with 
which to ~pend in the bars and get in trouble and end up 
in WCI. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: I think the Minister has half answered 
the question and the other half should be that instead of 
planning there, we can always ask YHC for some used 
portable at the time we may need it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I know of no 
plans at the moment to expand the facility to await 
customers from the pipeline. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 
Mrs. Whyard? 
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Hon. Mrs. Whyard: No. I'm sorry, I have an answer 
to a question here regarding the Detox Centre, but it was 
in another vote. I' ll hold it. 

Mr. Chairman: Clear? 

Some Members: Clear . 

Mr. Chairman: Page 18 , we'll hold that until the 
Commissioner is available. 

Do you want to consider Vote one further without the 
Commissioner being available? 

So turn to page 30, 201 , Information regarding Insur
ance Policies, Government Insurance Policies. This in
formation is not in as yet. Mr. Gillespie, I see has vac
ated. 

So perhaps we could -- Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Williams: The question I recall is, do we tender 
insurance policies? Is that the question you were refer
ring to? 

Mr. Chairman: Yes. 

Mr. Williams: Mr. Chairman, the answer is no, it's 
something that we'll take into consideration for next 
year, but it's never been the practice of the government 
to tender the insurance policies. 

Mr·. Chairman: I 'm not sure that was the full ques
tion but, the Member querying it isn't here, we'll -

Shall we clear 201? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Page 36, 204. Details of the Subsidy 
Program which have been transmitted. 

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Chairman, to provide funds for 
the program to equalize the cost of domestic heating 
fuel throughout the Territory, this has been made-- this 
estimate's been made more or less on the assumption 
that the program will carry on as it has in the past and 
under the same criteria as it did before, eh? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Sherlock? 

Mr. Sherlock: Yes, Mr. Chairman, however, I think 
that Mr. Fleming asked us a question in the question 
period, which is really a supplementary question to ~ne 
he raised on this before and the answer to that questiOn 
was that, yes, we will look at the program. The pr?gral!l 
is five, I think four or five years old now and certamly, 1t 
needs to be looked at and we will look at it. 

It was a specific question on the formula of it. I can't 
say that the formula is wrong or right, but we are pre
pared to look at it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, I'm very glad to hear that, Mr. 
Chairman. I do hope that they do come up with a prog
ram that is- so that everybody is equally reimbursed or 
whatever it is that the program is supposed to be. I have 
a feeling, the way it is now that basing it on the 
Whitehorse, on the price here, at Whitehorse is fine, but 



they must keep well up on the books as to when the price 
of the fuel goes up at any given time and then not let it go 
beyond there when they pay off the bills. 

In other words, if they pay the bills before the price of 
fuel rises, the program will be all right I think today, but 
they will just take that into consideration, I hope they do 
look into it. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Sherlock? 

Mr. Sherlock: We will do that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Two oh four, clear? 

Some Members: Clear. 

Mr. Chairman: Vote 3, page 51, 306, we've already 
considered this information paper. Is there any further 
consideration before clearing this Establishment? 
Page 51, 306. 

Ms. Millard: Mr. Chairman, it is really difficult to 
be able to say that we've gotten all the information we 
asked for on this hunk of paper that we just received half 
an hour ago. I would hate to clear the whole education 
vote at this time without knowing what's been brought 
back in here. I have a whole list of things for 300. For 
instance, Mr. Chairman, there was the question under 
302 which I believe is answered in these papers but I 
haven't had a chance to look through it. 

Mr. Chairman: 302 has actually been cleared. 

Ms. Millard: Has it? 

Mr. Chairman: How can you require information 
but you still cleared the Establishments. That may have 
been the case here. It has been cleared anyway, but 
we'll consider it. Mr. Lang? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, some of the infor
mation -- any questions that have been asked and 
weren't answered the last time we went through Vote3, 
have been answered here, whether or not the Estab
lishment was cleared. In relation to teacher training 
program, I don't have that much more to say in relation 
to this particular program. Mr. Thomas, I think, ade
quately explained it and if things go well, we'll begin the 
program hopefully in September. 

Mr. Chairman: I think probably we should carry on 
further consideration of Vote 3 tomorrow. Mr. McCall~ 

Mr. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would move that 
Mr. Speaker do now resume the Chair. · 

Mr. Fleming: I second that. 

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved by Mr. McCall, 
seconded by Mr. Fleming, that Mr. Speaker do now 
resume the Chair. Are you ready for the question? 

Some Members: Question. 

Mr. Chairman: Are you agreed? 
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Some Members: Agreed. \ 

Mr. Chairman: I shaH declare the motion as car
ried . 

r Motion carried J 

r Mr. Speaker resumes Chair J 

Mr. Speaker: I will now call the House to order. May 
we have a report from the Chairman of Committees? 

Mr. Hibberd: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Committee of 
the Whole have considered Bill number 2, First Approp
riation Ordinance 1977/78 and directed me to report 
progress on same. The Committee have also directed 
me to ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. Speaker: You have heard the report of the 
Chairman of Committees. Are you agreed? 

Some Members: Agreed. 

Mr. Speaker: Leave is so granted. May I have your 
further pleasure? 

The Honourable Member from Whitehorse, River
dale? 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Speaker, I move that we do now 
caH it five o'clock. 

Ms. Millard: I second that motion, Mr. Speaker. J 
Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

Member from Whitehorse, Riverdale, seconded by the 
Honourable Member from Ogilvie, that we do now caH it 
five o'clock. Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Members: Question. 

Mr. Speaker: Are you agreed? 

Some Members: Agreed. 

Mr. Speaker: I shaH declare that the motion is car
ried. 

(Motion carried J 

Mr. Speaker: This House now stands adjourned 
until ten a.m. tomorrow morning. 

rADJOURNEDJ 

) 

( 



THE FOLLOWING SESSIONAL PAPERS WERE TA
BLED 

77-1-26 
Recrea tion Grants Regulat ions- Statement from Yukon 
Native Brotherhood 
rMar.21/77 J 

77-1-27 
Trophies or Meat Yukon Game Ma nagem ent 1896-1976 
rMar .21/77 1 

77-1-28 
Green Pa per on Native Special Cons table Progra m 
r Mar. 221771 

77-1-29 
Green Pa per on Bid Differe ntia ls for Northern 
Enterprises 
r Mar . 28177 J 

THE FOLLOWING LEGISLATIVE RETURNS WERE 
TABLED 

77-1-10 
Medical Profession Ordinance Enquiry 
(Written Question number 7 J 
rMar. 2l / 77 1 

77-1-11 
T .B. 
(Written Question number Il l 
rMar . 21 /77 1 

77-1-12 
Local Improvement Districts 
(Written Question number 10 J 

1 Mar. 23177 1 

77-1-13 
Land Freeze - Federal 
(Oral Question - P age 56) 
rMar . 23/77 1 

77-1-14 
Senior Citizens 
(Resolution number 3 ) 
1 Mar . 24 /77 1 

77-1-15(a) 
Strontium 90 
(Written Question number 32 , 1976 3rd ) 
1 Mar. 28/77 J 

77-1-IS(b) 
Salmon Harves t on Yukon River 
(Written Question number 33 . 1976 3rd ) 
1 Mar . 28177 J 

77-1-15(c) 
Lots Completed, number oi 
(Oral Question- Page 476-7, 1976 3rd ) 
1Mar. 28/77 ; 

77-1-15(d) 
Cemeteries in Outlying Districts 
tOra l Question - Page 476 , 1976 3rd ) 
1 Mar. 28 /77 J 

77-1-15(e) 

Page 202 

Teslin Local Improvement District Boundaries 
l Oral Ques tion - Page 409, 1976 3rd ) 
t Mar. 28177 1 

77-1-15(0 
Mill Rates Lowering 
l Oral Question - Page 337 , 1976 3rd) 
f Mar. 28 /77 ; 

77-l-15(g) 
Football Game Televising 
(Oral Question - Page 337 , 1976 34d ) 
1 Mar . 28/77 ; 

77-1-15(h) 
Dawson Sewage and Disposal System Feasibility Study 
(Oral Question - Page 307, 1976 3rd ) 
r Mar. 28 /77 ; 

77-1-15(i) 
Land Use Permits Issuing 
(Oral Question - Page 179-180, 1976 3rd) 
r Mar. 28177 J 

77-l-15(j) 
Tagish Subdivision 
(Oral Question - Page 488, 1976 3rd ) 
rMar . 28177 J 

77-1-16 
Acorn Lumber 
(Written Question number 12 ) 
rMar . 28177 J 



l [GI SL ATIY[ R£TURH If tt;f qJ 

(1976 TIII RO Seuion } 

Mr. Spea k<'r , 
Members of the AssCIItbly 

On Novecnbcr 30, 1976, Mr. Berger asked the following question: 

"Whit Is the consld~red safe level of "StrontiUIII 90" 11'1 the car-ibou 
for hliMn consumption? Is the Game Department or any other national 
or international agency m nltorlng the level?• 

The answe .. to the above ques tion Is u follows: 

Arctic regions (60 - 70) degrees 1atitu~} receive "s to 'l the fallout of 
temperate regions, but because of the relathe abundance of long-ltvecl 
plants, specifically ltchens, In which radionucludes concentrate, 
scientific Interest has centered on this area. Of pattlcu1ar ~oncern ts 
the 11 chen-cartbou-human and woH food chain. Jt should be noted that 
we now know that caribou are not as dep~ndent on lfchens as was thought 
during the early and mid 1960~ whtn fallout conce rns were highest. 

Strontium 90 (90sr) acc~r.~~uhtes primarily in tht bones of caribou, this 
effecthtly reduces Its btlng concentrated to crittul levels through 
the cons~JT~Ption of caribou ~~~ta t, I.e. by hl.l'l~.tns or 'II'Dhes. Note should 
be .ade that this Is not ••nt to suggest that there ts no Impact on the 
caribou. We don't know that. 

There Is no rigid safe level of 90sr .ccuoulation In the caribou. Its 
accUB>ulatlon in people or aniMls thlt consu. caribou or reindeer Mat 
Is a function of the level of gosr In the ~~~~tilt and the perfod of tfllt 
over which the ~at Is eaten. Experflnental 'II'Drk In Aluka bet..,een 1961 

~~~i~~5 c~~~~~d 1 ~~~~ :~8~ t 2!~~ ':~ ' 1 ~~~s ~~ ~~~~r~:s sf;~n-:~ 1 J8~r per 
day for 4 to 5 1n0nths. The preceding numbers apply through 1961 to 1965. 

When they changed to fall-killed caribou, Intake declined to 16.8 and 
II.Z pet 90Sr per day (1964 and 1965) respecttv.ly. The U. S. federal 
Radiation Counc11 apparel'ltly suggests that consumption of up to 20 pCI 
90Sr per day was no cause for concern under those circUtMttnces. 

The G1me Branch does not ..anttor the 90sr levels fn any c0111p0nent of 
the ecosystem. 

However, the Federal Otpartllent of Nattonal Health and Welfare Nfntatn 
two 110nftoring suttons fn the north, one 1t Whitehorse and one 1t 
fnuvlk. The data 1re 1n1lysed once every 1110nth tn ttt. Nuclur Safety 
Division of the Radiation Protection Ohtston of the Depntllent. Stron
tt~.~n 90 ts Dtasured a110ng other cCHnpOnents of fal lout. 
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LEGISLATIVE RETURH fl f~( b) 
(1976 THIRD Session) 

Mr. Speaker. 
Metnbers of the Assecr..bly 

·: ·· ' " 

On Hovell"lber 30, 1976 Mr. Berger asked t he fol lowing question: 

"What surveys have been done on the Yukon Rher and Its t rt butar1es 
between the Alaska Border and past Whitehorse to deten'ltne: 

a) The harvest capacity of the King and ChUII Slli'IOn run; and 

b) The reason for the dramatic decltne of both sal.on runs 
this year . 

Is tt the In tention of the Federal Ftshertes Otpart.nt to Increase 
the sal110n harvest by Issuing I'IOre licences? Also, does the Otpartllent 
Intend to station a quality inspector In Dawson so th1t so~ of the 
harvest could be exported out of t he Yukon?" 

The answer to the above guest ton 1s as follows: 

There have been no direct studies conce rning the harvest capacity of 
King and Ch1.111 salmon In the Yukon River or tts tributaries. (n 1973 
and 1974 a population study was begun on Ktng and ChLH salmn by a tag 
and recovery ~~e thod In the Yukon River. This ..,as an attecpt to dete,.lne 
the status of their population with an eye toward deterw~tntng the harvest 
capAdty. Results so far have been Inconclusive. 

Possible expl•natlons for t he decline fn the salMOn runs aa.)' Involve 
a} larger Alaskan catch; b) high sus ftshtng; c) oceanographic 
conditions; d) s1101t 1110rtal1ty In loul tur bines; 3} natura l fluctuations. 

It Is not Federal Fisheries intent to I ncrease t he sal1n0n harvest by 
iss uing ~10re licences. As t hey cannot re fuse a qualified applicant, 
they have very little control of the n~AT~ber of 1 t cences issued. 

Federal fisheries do not Intend to have 1 fish quality inspector stationed 
in Dawson .lS tht! vol~.M~~e of catch would not warrant ft. 

19..22._ ~ Signa~ 

) 
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Ou X~o~..-~·o:~l"·' ,1 ') • 19 /h. Mr. lo·nr.•.:.tl..._:,. ~ .u.lr.o•tl til~ l o!llotvlnt 'l "''" ll un: 

llnw rl lll) .o• rvloo•\1 \ nl•l will ho• ,ov.dl.lhl•• fo'l '!.do• IH'll!l Uulltllnp, 
, , .,, ·•'II, 1'·11 I l 1 t~l .1 r I y olut· l nr. I uno• ,, n,l lu i y? 

Mr. lo• nt:•• t\.,• (•, l'·'rtl.ul.r rl y lnto• t•'"''''l In tho• Rlvo•rol.!lc .tro•,t. 

Tho• ·' " "'"'''r 

'>I'IUII\'I~fi)N NUMIH~M tl .. ' LOTS )-;STIHATt.:D 

It tv•· , ol.tl••:-

Ar ,•,t A 

Ar•··• 8 , t; ,II, 

l' oll t•• r Ct o•o•k "A" 

11 , 1'ho·r -.uti 

lo6 'ilnJtlt• (.t al I y 

1111 ~lnr,lc f<~lllly 

7 Ot'l ~tl 1111 1 l I p te 

II o; R"'"' IJ o..'n t I" l 

'Vo H1t,1 ll huldln8H 

. __ _ JJA!t~~~.L'·A!'!·!:. 

'nly 1st , 1917 

AUCIIIlt l'Hh,1911 

Au&uH I 'hh,\977 

June htt, 1977 
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LF.C I SLAT IVE .. TUR N /1/s(dJ 

(1976 Third 

Hr. Speaker, 

H(! • ber• of tho Aaaeablx 

On Noveaber 29 1976 Hr. f'lealnc aalled the f ollow in& que•tt.on : 

Tc• lln and Carc:roas pre •ent l y h •ve nat ive (:ecett~rlea . 

Are t here any p l ana to open new burial •re>~s In these c:oaaunltlea? 

There at' C no pl""~ at p c r•e n t to open nev b urla.l slte• In 
.:lt h~.:r T e • lln or Carcro•• · 

The Coa•unlty of Tesl l n1 L.I.n . • 1nd B.:and are coopcr •tln& on 
th<l u~e of th~ ext.ntns "Jte. ShnulJ a r equest be rl":c;:.-lved 
r r om the L.l. O •.• nd lldnd for a new ~tltc we would thl'n con» ld e r 
.t new locut ton. 

In the c;aal} of C:1ccros• we hope th..tt t h e. conflun lty will f ol l ow 
T\i811n'Y exa01ple of coope r ation nnd cont inue to u"e t.h e exl~tlng 
wJtc for u l l r cdlJcu t l. Should u rc(jucet co • c f r o1111 the Coall-
unlty AJuoclatlon (with conf lr11ntlon by the ftund In vrltlniS) 
that a n ~·w llte be d~vel upcd ve ~o~tll attt'ftpt to ac:co••od:ne this 
request when , altl.! be found .and budget ls av3llnble • 

l'h~ Oo:p3rlMent c:crt.t l n l y hop~¥ th,tt conr.tuulty cciiU!tc rll:ll ~Ji ll 
rc•.t l n .av.lll .l blc to .tll pe r .. on• .tnd th3t t~earccated 11tes Jo 
uot have. to be elt..t.bllshed in any cuaDunlty. 

I.ECISLAT<V< RttU•N {I 1r;/e j 

(1976 TIII.RD :;e .. lon) 

Hr . Sp eaker, 

Hc111b.:rs of the A••u•bly 

On...t!2.!£r!!'~.l!____ 19..1§_,, Mr. P'h·mi~_.uked the fol1ovtna quest ton: 

Ar c the l .. llu.l:J with i n the 'l'csl in 1 .. 1.0. st. ill under the control. 

of the i-'cdordl <.;ovcrnmcnt. 

Yukon Territoria l t"'.ovcrnmcnt h~s rccclvcd '' Olock l"nd t r.on:sfcr 

in Tcslin (rom the Fcdcr~ll Govl.!rtHih,::nt which cru:ompolsscs tho 

landu wi thin L.I. O. boundary. Thiu Lr.uwfcr occ:urr~d in l<ttc 

1974. 

U.t l•' 



LECI SLATIVE RETURN If J5(f\ 

(197ft Th ird 'cu ton) 

Hr. Spt.•:t ker, 

Hcrabe r s o r tho.! A1111C1111bly 

t. Jn vle\.1 n £ ncv auel,.r..tnt t t••k ll'l& pl ~c:e , Ia the Tcrrltor bl CovemrRCn t 

cnnsJdcrlng ldverln~t t he Mill rate In the out l ying :treas7 

Th~ nn:-~ver to the above queltio n 1• •• follovt: 

The tcncr:l l n•:-~ s!H! IIIS~~~Cnt progra111 11'11 on l y i)(:c urlng nt thu tt.unlclpal lovcl at t his 
tine. rrope r ty Asst"llllll•cnts, a re only a rontuln for dlstributlnA the tax burden 
t'ljU ltllb ly bt.' t W\!Cn 1'1 Y.l r' IC'ty of I.U payo r lll . The Cllt.tcnt o r the t.:IX burden Is decided 
t1y Muu t c i pnl r.ouncll:l .1nct YTC on Lhe b.ull or rcquiretl operat i ona l fund1na. 

The Tc, r hoda\ Covcrn,.cn t who IH the t.ulns authority ln the outly ing c oca·,.mit t u 
Is nol consider ing 11 r~Juced 111ill rnte whrn t ho r cAKBHCI'IS•cnt I s :adopted hr.cau MC of 
csc:01lt1t lnR cost!' nntl service" dcw.~nd. Tho rae til rcl 01t inc to t.u r cvmucs v a 
I.')Cpond lt u r l!'l {n nil cOr."~-nun lti i!H cxl"ludlng ~r~unldp.,ltt les nnd the private townslto 
o f J-:1 ~ 3 onJ Cl Inton Cr eek are ,, , f o llovs: 

Ed ~1C.'\l ton t"K 

Ccncnl T.u: 

84 ,9!17 . 

197 ,S2J. 

1976 t ot11 l r,t•ncr .,l :md <"ducutlon tn'llcs l c •Jted on l hc tnxnble prorcrtlc• in 
o~bove 1'\r<";ts----------- ill~ 

DcrJrt~·nt uf l.••c:~l Covcru~nt direct C!:llt"('ndltur cs t o SIWC com.Munt tlce (exclud ing 
IIIHnlclpnll tlcs mul ilrlv.tle tnvnsl l c ) ln 19Ui lotll b - --- -------------- $ l,60g ,sgo. 

F.ducttt Inn CtlHU I n 1976 thrnur.h t"~<'rrllory tncludlnl¢ •utdctptllltca--- $ J ),285 ,000 . 

Total F.ducatlon Tnx Rcvcnm•~t frota 1'\ ll eo .. unttlea includlns 
Munlc I p.d It It>~ (but . ''XC I ud lnt, pr I v:.te t o..ma) ------------------------ 974 ,OL7. 

nep3rtMI.'IIt uf J.ocal r.ov\'TIWK"IIl d l rce t cxpcnJ I t urea nn a 11 
cnll'r.lun lt l t•:ot (Inc: l ud In~ ~~oun lC' t ra lites )---------------- --------------- $,609, 786 . 

nne "' 

I.U: l 'ii,ATIV t: kl.l"llltN, l }fJ) 

(1')1 11 S1••,o; I un ) 

Hr , Sllf'.t k t"r, 

_ ,,_11•·111_b_cr s • ...-_Jf till' A !l.fl~"'".l..>: 

2 . ~olhy did CDC TV not show Satunl.ly' s f'ootbo1 ll qame 
between Edmon t on .1nd SJ:skatchcwan in C."'lrrna cks, 
TC!slin and ll11incs Junction? 

This pnrticul.lr qame was <l C.T.v. product ion. C.B.C. had made 
s pecial distribution arranqements with C. T . V. which r equired 
the usc o f cha nnel D whic h is accomplished !rom the main 
control centre i n To r onto. 

Our stations a r c only equipped with one chanm!l, namely 
c hanne l C. The rc9uh.r C. B.C . station fa c ilities in the 
Yukon have 4 channels. Our stations can be equipped t o 
accommodate s witchin9 agility which would almost double 
the capi t al cost for each additional channel. 

19_L_b 
Date --

( 
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~uvr11lh•r I'J/76 

1 1.1: I :; I AT l vt-: Mt.TI/MN' fl I Ii j }l I 

(1?/fo ThirJ s, .. , .. l ,ut) 

City of Da ,. ~IUn cave n •le;sdlln\! o f 1980 for" u:VAJC! tr"uatacnt faclllttt:a

a t~ kcd U thc r .: v:u MtHC! lnfor""aAtion av:~iluble un the a tudy done. 

The fira of Stanley Aaaqclate• are pr"eaently conduct l na a at udy 

o n
1 

t h e wate r" a nd sev e r syatea of Da \,.O n which vtll include 

recoaaended tlevaae t r a at•e nt syate•. 

The repor" t vill b a toblad vlth the Cou ncil of the City of Davao n 

and the Territorial Covernaent vho a r e fundi n & it. aa soon ' •• it hoa 

~oap hted, Antiei patad co•pht i on tiaa h January of 1977. 

Hr. Sp•··•"'••r, 

_. _ · " " "' b.L:r.H. _!'._( _l)_l.e_ ~~.!..'-''!..'!..U 

[ Wil tf Wll lli!Cr l ng If Hr. Co•MIHwiunur cuu lJ l ook Into it a nd &ive 

u a .:nrr cc r In f o r Mation on h o w a l.nnd Usc Pcrtllt i M r ea.l l y l s aued 

11 1Hl huw Mlh' h tuoklnt Into It (the :tortlll r"a tJ~n) ls r ea lly done." 

Th.- Cut lowing pr ocedure h.,. b~\'n 3Jfll'll.'d o1.nd will rC'Il\ltn In eftect unt il 
rrlllnulg:.t I on uf thu rev hod Tc rr ltor l lt1 l.:.nd Uae "Reauht t ons. ' 

1) An npplJc.ttlo.t I s n·c<' l vcd .nniJ nccetH'-ld . A~ceptance .cans that the 
llflpllcatfon con tains s u(Clc l cn t l nfurr.~;allon on W'hlch to b.aae • decision 
wh~Lhcr to ldl'lu~J a pcr•lt o r not. U Insufficient i nforutlon 1a 
AUIIr" ll ~i.l the .:t.Pt' J icl'nt •u11t be adv f»cd within 14 dnya that .or a dat.1 
' " r~ttu l red. 

2) The " l'l'llcatlon b forwarde d t o .c•bu r" • o f the Land Usc Advisory Co-.ltte.a 
for t 1w lr ew1luatlon and co ........ nu. ( -'C\1 Appendix A for aeabcnhtp). 

)) n 1c HpJ•lil'Atlon Ill then tllacult"''d f\ t a t'C!: C,Ul llr .onthly .eetln& o f the Land 
U»o Advlltory Cn••lttco . 1£ th{• ra :tre. no a.1.jor envlronM n ta l conc:a m a a 
pc r • lt '" ' ""ucd vJthln )()days of n c:ceptanc:e o f the appllcotion. Pontu 
contn l n st;~nd;~rd comlft l ona thnt oro p~rtlcular to t he type of operation 
nud t:ltu nreu In \Ath:h t hu loiOI'k Ill to bu p~t'for.ed. Discu.,lon a nd concerns 
on thu .app1Lc.at i on by Advh:ory Cc:Mid .ttce IIC"'bers •MY 11ho be r cflec:tod in 
t he p~r111lt by SiJCcl.al conctlt i onM unique t o tho ~pcratlon. 

l1) Shoul d t he Land Use Advisory Co-l tteo COn!' i de r that the operation will 
hnvc tt~ t'l uu» cnv l ron-.•nta l uHccta (thn t c nnnot be addre .. ad by the s tandard 
nr apcch l opcratin& condltlona) the npp llc.o~nt NY be required to provide 
.,re l nfora"\tlon. Dcpcntllna upon th• nnture of the c oncern, tlli» •Y be 
l'l a lapl c rcqulrc.ent of new d::~t.a or it my Involve a request for a n 
cnv t ron ... •ntal i •p:toe: t r eport, 

Thu dccl~lon o f whctl~.:r t o luuo the peralt or not c .1n the n be delayed fo r 
up to 6 .,ntha pcndt na the receipt o f t he infots.1tlon. 

In l1Jdltlon t o the above • .11 1 ."lJlp1lcutlon• tln1.t nrc- i n oreaa of concurn with 
r UH)Ictct to trad ltlun:tl pur ,.u l t:• are furwar dcd to the Council o f Yukon India na 
nnd the rct~pcctlvc c:c...,oolty, Much n~t ()ld Crow, Akl:lv i k and Ft, Hc:rhoraon. 

19.?!._ 
S lsnaturo 



(I ?1(, 

llow uny l Oll have bee n fiO ld 
(I) auhdlvtaton lit TaalthT 

Yhy ·:~•re lh~ rouds ill the T.IC I"" rcc r..:-at I nna I 
(l) taln<d '"" • ._, , 

~.J/ ··· 7 ,6 
•; I 1~ 11.1 I II t '' 

l[CISLA!I Vf RfiUPr< f /1 
1977 rt n t Stss ton 

Pagt> 19< 

I ut 1 1 1 7. .1 t lvn C ovcrTuat•ot b('~ ll dnlllf; to 41itfUf (' t \t l ullll•o' l 
Vhat hA l the Ter r ltorill l • ftOinr, to "'"Il l (' .H :to.J for&t'T Arull . . 

of th e vood-producta curr4•ntly r , •r clu• ur.e "' I An iJ , f'utclntt rlt!l•t .. , 

•1 11 l ittT l't c ., r ll!qutr .. t lt.l " ' "
1

!. 
rurther, did thl· Aft,ro'l'll"u .. J ., " "Y rll litOt.!t l un .., ,,rl.. ' 

aod to build a c.cea t ro.ad lll , 

The an~wer t o the above !t~ \.t_l_o~ ~~l_~_s,: •• 

tal C:ov"rn•h•nt .1nd Ac orn Tt• l\ ,•r 
The Lend Leal e between tlu· Yukon Tcrr:::: <'nclnt l:pvt"•ho·r lit ' 197) . Tho• 

Ll•lt e d va s { o r a r er ~a o d the )Paae IIIII currently lu ~;uod "t.u ( f 1 vc ye ar s \dIn~ 
leate ter•s h ave been DCH "" 

u ot il Nove•bet, l it, 1971. tht' utlll : atl o n or v ond prndutt !> u n r('d u n 

The l eate d oe• no t con t rul '\il at tons th:n vt ll r.dnt .. s ~ ·· 
a lthou&h t h e COII IIflllioncr IUY set r:gthf" U f. f' of t il · · .• n1d 1111 a uhjNt 

•lte thlo p•openy •n I nl/ 
envlron•ental da••ae to 0 dfnance .a nd uthrr rf"lt•v .•nt y,.,t"r 
t o the Yukon Forest Protection r r 411r land a nd watl•r. 

~• "lto•lol ,.&uhtlon• fo • ••• o • t<o l of the Yukon 

CC I I roads , etc 3fC under con lsch:~r, .. 
Cuttin& , r·l&h t t, a c d that th" co•t•any ha~ d ) 

• d ve ar e fn(or•e t n~rf' 
roreat Servi ce an J l an d the t1t~ber hnrve•t nr: ( reapon al bllitlet a a ttar a ctor '1 

no lonaer i n e!!ect. 

\) 


