
 

Wednesday July 18th, 2018 

    The Atlin Whisper 
“Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the world.” 

Margaret Mead 

The Moanin’ Mountain Boys 

 

 

 

 

Globe Theatre July 21, 2018 

Original bluegrass, old-time and acoustic music  

Whitehorse Musicians Jerome Belanger, Kieran Poile, & Graeme Poile 

Doors Open 6:30         Show Starts 7:00  

$20 adult, $10 youth up to 15, $50 family of 4 (2 adults, 2 youth) 

Coffee & Tea Service Available – donations welcome 

 

Advance tickets available exploreatlin@gmail.com 

Facebook: @ExploreAtlin     Website: exploreatlin.weebly.com      Email: exploreatlin@gmail.com 
Presented by Heather Keny - Explore Atlin 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Build it! Technology and Trades Camp! 

Camp Blurb: From coding to construction, learn about how technology and trades work together to 

build the world around us! Deconstruct coding, and reconstruct electricity, supporting shapes and 

properties of water in this “hands on” week of camps. 

Dates: July 23-27th 

Ages: 5-13 years old (by December 31st, 2018) 

Location: Learning Centre or Teen Centre (TBD) 

Cost: FREE 

Federal Funding has allowed us to offer free Rural outreach camps in STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and math) 

Registration: Please pick up your registration package at the Tlingit Family Learning Centre, where 

registration is also taking place or contact Darlene to reserve a seat (Max capacity, 18 youth)             

250-651-7739 

 
 

Paris Pick is a 

pop-rock soul 

artist based out 

of Whitehorse 

Yukon.Paris 

provides a fun 

and intimate 

show featuring 

Zacharie Pelland 

on electric 

guitar. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=t6Km2TOi&id=4CBAD685FF7D1EE20E101860CA9ED2BE8A5707A6&thid=OIP.t6Km2TOilS52tyff6zmT2gHaEY&mediaurl=http://cliparting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Children-kids-clip-art-free-clipart-images.gif&exph=1833&expw=3097&q=free+clip+art+kids+&simid=608003007403855182&selectedIndex=12


 

SUDDENLY 
Or, How Not to Encounter a Bear 

     by Jeannette Harvey 
 

Skittering clouds all in a rush. Lake frothing under stiff wind. The meadow a sea of writhing colour. The view is superb 
from the top rung of the eight-foot step ladder. 

  I cast surreptitious glimpses at the whirl of nature around me, surreptitious because my first duty is to help Terry 
wrestle the shade cloth up onto the greenhouse roof. It’s an annual event, much too complicated to describe but a 
necessary chore all the same. (We made a mistake by installing clear plastic roofing on the greenhouse. It came with a 
lifetime guarantee.  Who’s life? I now wonder. The life of the greenhouse?  Our lives? Certainly not the life of the tender 
plants that would surely burn up without some added shade). 

At the opposite end, Terry is at the peak of the greenhouse balancing on an extension ladder. He yanks hard on the cloth 
but it’s caught up on the eaves troughing and I am tugging it back, all the while trying to untangle the mess at my end.   

 One hard pull and I free up the material but the wind catches the loose flap and it slaps me on the face. The ladder 
lurches to the left and I shift my weight against its tilt. I should have anchored it better: And what a silly woman, up here 
in your slip-ons. What on earth were you thinking?   

No answer. 

Writing gurus say that the adverb ‘suddenly’ is one of the most overused, least-needed, words in a writer’s repertoire.  

 Example: Aunt Hildebrand sips her tea and then looks up at me suddenly over her spectacles.  You might agree the word 
‘suddenly’ is useless monologue and the sentence is much tighter without it.  After all, she either looks up at me or she 
doesn’t, and there’s no way to measure the speed of a look. 

 There is, however, a decided difference between Aunt Hildebrand looking up over tea and a bear appearing at the 
bottom of my ladder. So, in this case, I’ll use it. 

Suddenly, a bear appears. 

 Much better than ‘A bear appears’ don’t you think? The latter gives one the impression that bears generally appear at 
the bottom of ladders and this was just one more instance. Besides ‘suddenly’ gives the sentence a certain poetic 
rhythm. 

Sudd-en-ly-a-bear-a-ppears. 

Sometimes we need to break from convention. 

  I am not thinking any of this at the time, of course.  Only now, as I write, having survived, do I allow myself to ruminate. 

What’s happening on the ladder is that my amygdale has kicked in.  It registers —Bear, Black, Big.  He’s so close I can see 
the small fly feeding on the inside corner of his left eye. I think I can even see the luminous receptor cells quivering inside 
his nostrils and I wonder what message his brain is receiving:  Such a tall person. And one with metal legs! Or perhaps he 
thinks I’m a flightless, featherless, bird as I flap my arms. 

 “Shoo!” I say, and he walks a few steps closer. 

I am struck by his blackness. I have never seen such black. From the tip of his nose to his full, round, haunches, there is a 
total absence of tint or highlight or definition, as if the ambient light has been drawn into this large, dense, bear-shaped, 
black hole. 

 Is it better to be on a ladder, or not on a ladder? It’s a question that needs to be answered soon. In the meantime, I yell 
to Terry. 

“There’s a bear. About eight feet away.” 

“Pardon?” 

“A bear. Right near my ladder.” 

“I can’t hear you.” 



 

“Bear. Here. Close.” 

“I can’t hear with this wind. What do you want?” 

I spell it out. “B.E.A.R.”  

“What?” 

This goes on for a good minute and I can tell he’s getting annoyed.  If I want to talk to him, why don’t I get off my shorter 
ladder and go around?  

I take a reading on the bear. Angry? Aggressive? Mean? 

None of the above. 

Curious? Most definitely. 

Because my life is not flashing before my eyes, I try to convince myself that this is not a near-death experience. Besides, 
Terry finally gets my message and comes around. He picks up one of our planting tables and uses it as a shield.  

Ah, my hero. My knight in shining sunglasses. Where have I seen such a character before?  King Arthur? Don Quixote? 

The bear comes even closer. 

“Come down,” Terry says, gripping the table at arm’s length, table legs aimed at the bear. “Move slowly.” 

 Slowly? I can’t move at all. 

“Come down,” Terry insists. 

But I’m thinking I prefer it up here on the ladder. It gives me a sense of…of…permanence. 

“For heaven’s sake, come down,” Terry commands. (Knights sometimes talk this way). 

So, I come down. 

In slow motion, I walk to the house. Terry is behind me, walking backward, still brandishing his shield.  

 In the utility room, after a fumbling, clattering search, we finally locate the air horn and bear banger and bear spray 
conveniently located in case of emergency in the far recesses of the top cupboard, among the jumble of tools and cans 
and bottles.  

In the meantime, the bear has sauntered into the greenhouse and is now on top of one of the raised beds. He knocks 
over a large pail of bone meal, sniffs and pokes and upsets things that are obviously of minor interest. Finally, he comes 
out and for his grande finale casually claws open a large bag of potting soil. 

As we watch our robust visitor, unfettered by our presence, wandering about and upending rocks to find his mid-
morning snack, I am reminded that we are the interlopers here, not the other way around. All the same, standing on the 
deck, we are armed with bear deterrents.  

The air horn sounds like a dying cow. It gives a last guttural moan and stops working. 

Pots and pans banged together prove over-rated.  

Finally, a bear banger shot in the air, and the sky explodes with sound. 

The bear stops rummaging and casts a disinterested look our way before turning to amble down the road. As he saunters 
off, he looks back. 

 Go ahead, he seems to say. Make all the noise you want.  I was leaving anyway.  And, as you might notice, not suddenly. 

 

  

 

Have a bear story?  Get busy.  Write it up.  Send it in.  Word limit 1000 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grizzly Home Services is pleased to let everyone 

know that we are available for more than just Water Delivery 

and Septic pump outs.  Please feel free to talk to us about 

the below listed services that we can offer you as no job is 

too big or too small.   We can be reached by phone at 250-

651-7463 and email grizzlyhomeservices@gmail.com 

-Plumbing installs, renovations and service 

-Heating service and maintenance 

-Sheet metal and ventilation services 

Thanks Dana and Mary Hammond 

 

“Just around the corner” 
Public Lakefront Restaurant & Patio 

Cozy Cabins for rent 
…we’re situated at the end of Ten Mile Road, right on the 

shores of Windy Arm between Carcross & Tagish. We have a 
large dock and rent boats & canoes for the day. 

 
The Restaurant is open Wednesday – Monday (closed 

Tuesdays), from 11 – 9. 
Cabins can be rented all week - 10% discount on cabin rentals 

for Atlinites! 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Southern Lakes Resort 
1702 Ten Mile Road, Tagish 

(watch for the blue signs after leaving Tagish) 
info@southernlakesresort.com 

867 334-9160 (restaurant) or 867 332-0414 (cabins) 
 

Save the date: Wednesday, August 1
st
 for the Swiss National 

Day Celebration. 
 

mailto:info@southernlakesresort.com


 

July Movies  

The Historic Globe Theatre  

Wednesday July 18:  Planes, Trains and Automobiles 

 

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00– 8:30 PG-R 

Starring Steve Martin & John Candy directed by |John Hughes 

  Comedy: Neal Page, an advertising executive just wants to fly home to spend 

thanksgiving with his family instead he gets mixed up with Del a loud mouthed, but never the less 

lovable, salesman who leads Neal on a cross-country wild goose chase that keeps Neal from 

tasting his turkey. 

 

Sunday July 22:  National Geographic – Rain Forest 
 

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00– 8:00  

Documentary: The tropical rainforests of the world are home to nearly half the animal species 

on earth-an estimated 5 million different life forms.  More than 100 inces of rainfall each year 

sustain this lush environment, where some of the most fascinating examples of natural 

adaptation can be found.  Journey to the dense rain forest of Costa Rica & watch as leaf-cutting 

ants carry sections of leaves many times their weight to underground fungus gardens, a basilisk 

lizard walks on water, and howler monkeys bask in the sun. 

Admission Donation 
Concession items marked 

All proceeds go towards the heating bill 
 

 

Facebook: @ExploreAtlin     Website: exploreatlin.weebly.com      Email: exploreatlin@gmail.com 
Presented by Heather Keny - Explore Atlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Painting with Doreen Curniski 

Wed. 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM for 4 consecutive weeks 

Beginning Wednesday July 25th Northern Lights College 

Fee $40.00 

Class limited to 8 adults 

Call Trudy Ewing @ 250-651-0009 to register 



 

More July Movies  

The Historic Globe Theatre  

Wednesday July 25:  Death Becomes Her 

 

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00– 8:45 PG – R 
Starring Goldie Hawn, Meryl Streep, & Bruce Willis directed by Robert Zemeckis 

 
 

Black Comedy Fantasy: Narcissistic, manipulative actress Madeline invites long-time rival 

Helen, an inspiring writer, along with her plastic surgeon, fiancé Ernest backstage.  Earnest is 

smitten with Madeline, and breaks off his engagement with Helen to marry her. Seven years 

later, Helen winds up in a psychiatric hospital after fixating upon Madeline. Obese and 

depressed, Helen feigns rehabilitation and is released, plotting revenge on Madeline.   

Meanwhile Madeline’s career has faded with age and Earnest’s career has diminished to a 

reconstructive mortician. 
 

 

Sunday July 29:  Batman 

  

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00– 9:15 PG - 13 
Starring Jack Nicolson, Michael Keaton, Kim Basinger directed by Tim Burton 

Superhero: As Gotham City approaches its bicentennial, the Mayor places orders to make the 

city safer.  At a fundraiser for the bicentennial Batman's alter-ego Bruce Wayne meets and falls 

for photojournalist Vicki Vale, and the two begin a romantic relationship, the evening is cut 

short as Bruce is alerted to Commissioner Gordon's sudden departure due to police business and 

leaves to investigate as Batman.  

Admission Donation 
Concession items marked 

All proceeds go towards the heating bill 
 

 

Facebook: @ExploreAtlin     Website: exploreatlin.weebly.com      Email: exploreatlin@gmail.com 
Presented by Heather Keny - Explore Atlin 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotham_City
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/bicentennial


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Custom Fish Art – Fiberglas and Wood – GARY 

HILL’S FISH ART 

 

 

 

 
 

GARY HILL’S – CUSTOM, FISH REPRODUCTIONS 

PHONE 250 651 7553 
EMAIL – gary.hill@live.com 

7 MONARCH Drive – ATLIN – BC. V0W 1A0 
WEB SITE – http://gary-hill.com 

 

 

44 lbs 

LICENCED-GUIDE 
LAKE TROUT FISHING 

ATLIN LAKE B.C. CANADA 
B.C. FISHING LICENCE REQUIRE 

GARY HILL 
BOX 7 ATLIN B.C. CANADA 

V0W 1AO 
PHONE / FAX 250 651 7553 

-E MAIL>> gary.hill@live.com 
-WEB SITE>>http://gary-hill.com/lake-trout-guide/ 

Boat Price per day--$ 750.00 plus tax 
                     ½ Day----------$ 450.00 plus tax 

           Recommend 4 person’s for                     

      comfortable fishing 

  Boat 24 ft. Glasstron--the-- KINGFISHER— 

 
44 lbs! 

mailto:gary.hill@live.com
http://gary-hill.com/


 

NORTHERN HOMES REAL ESTATE 

 

                     
 
Ruffner Bay 
Stunning five-bedroom beautiful 4,000+ sqft home with two guest cottages and hangar. 
 Lakefront, off the grid 24-acre parcel, no neighbors!  $1,499,000 
 
First Street 
Rare, incredible building site, 75x100’, level and ready for you to develop.  
$160,000. 
 
Green Street 
Quiet three-bedroom 2,058 sqft family home with one of the best shops in town on two acres. 
  $299,700 
 
Trond Gulch 
In a pastoral setting this one-bedroom, 715 sqft off-the-grid home on 9.88 acres surrounded by 
Crown Land.  Sauna and guest cabin.  $350,000   
 
Bear Creek Road 
This two-story, three-bedroom log home with outbuildings is on 3.95 acres along Bear Creek 
Road and has had lots of recent updates.  $225,000. 
 
Wilson Street  
Quiet mountain views from this four-bedroom, 1600 sqft home on two acres.  Open yard with 
raised beds and greenhouse. Where else can you find a kitchen like this at this price?  Great 
value at $197,500 



 

 
Monarch Mountain  
Beautiful custom designed four-bedroom beautiful log home on 4.45 acres with a great view of the lake and 
mountains. $399,900 
 
Pine Creek Subdivision 

Three-bedroom 1,336 sqft family home on 1.75-acres in Pine Creek subdivision.  Backs onto Pine Creek.  $215,000  
 

Lake Street  
Beautiful three-bedroom, renovated to brand new, 3,500 sq.ft. lakeside home.  Stunning lake and mountain views. 
 $698,000 
 
Food Basket  
Thriving business in Atlin!  The building, land, rental suite, and grocery store are all included.  A great way for 
someone wanting an early retirement to make a comfortable living $495,000 
 

Warm Bay Road 
Cozy one room rustic log cabin tucked deep the trees on a 5 acre parcel just minutes from town.  Perfect for a get 
away retreat or to build that dream home as there is a view of Atlin mountain from this site!   $119,000 

Second Street 

Shop with 60-amp service plus a 600 sqft home (bachelor pad).  Grab your tools and get to work right away! 
 $137,000 
 

Atlin Road 

Fenced 80 acres with some pasture along the Atlin highway.  Beautiful property at $350,000 
 

Ruffner Bay 

Five-bedroom beautiful 4,000+ sqft home with two guest cottages and hangar.  Lakefront, off the grid 24-acre 
parcel.  $1,499,000 
 

Call Myrna at (250) 775-1019  
myrnablake1@gmail.com 

  Go to northernhomesbc.ca for more details. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s cold outside and feels more like Autumn than Summer, but inside the AAM  

Headquarters Gallery it’s cozy and very pleasant, being surrounded by lots of colour. 

We like to thank an army of volunteers (8? or even more?) for painting the outside 

of our funky building in such a speedy way. It looks great, thank you! 

For the remainder of the summer the Gallery is open daily from 11:00 am – 5 pm 

And as always, no need to bring cash, we accept credit- and debit cards 

 



 

Globe Theatre Heating System 

FUNDRAISER 

We need to repair the boiler system to make it operational before winter 
 
 

Rain or Shine BBQ  
On Pearl Ave followed by live music 

 

 

“The Accidentals” 

Maggie, Nancy & Charlie will be playing us 
their traditional repertoire 

 

July 27, 2018 

 

BBQ starts at 5pm which includes seating and shelter 

Concert doors open 6:30, concert starts 7:00 

 
All proceeds from the BBQ & Concert  

go towards repair costs 
 

 

Facebook: @ExploreAtlin     Website: exploreatlin.weebly.com      Email: exploreatlin@gmail.com 
Presented by Heather Keny - Explore Atlin 

Watch for posters 

around town for 

more details! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next regular edition of the Whisper will be published  
Wednesday, August 1st. 

Submissions are due no later than Monday 9 am July 30th 
Compiled and edited by Lynne Phipps.  

 Printing courtesy of RCMP Atlin; Printing costs courtesy of Literacy Now.  
Classifieds, news, upcoming events Contact 1-250-651-7861 or lynnephipps@hotmail.com if you have, pictures or articles you would 

like to submit. 
Please note that submissions should be sent in either WORD or JPEG whenever possible.  PDF must first be printed and then scanned back 

into the computer in order to format it into the paper.  This costs in both paper and ink. We know that at times a PDF is the only way, 
which is okay when necessary, but otherwise, as the Whisper is a FREE community service we appreciate your support in helping to keep 

the costs down as much as possible.  Thank You! 

Atlin Christian Centre 

Affiliated with the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of 

Canada 
    Services Sunday 10:30 

a.m. 

Come join us! 

St. Martin’s Anglican 

Church 

Sunday Services 

10 A.M. 

All are Welcome 

A Wonderful Event 

I went to the Salmon Celebration at Five Mile Point on 

Saturday and was absolutely delighted with it. 

While I wasn’t able to attend every minute, it was one of 

the warmest, most generous, all-inclusive community 

gatherings I have seen in many years. 

The food - all three meals - was endless and excellent.  

The salmon were, of course, the best - some lightly 

smoked and grilled, some baked in a gravel pit. The 

activities were fascinating.  The organizers and the cooks 

worked constantly to be sure everybody was well cared 

for, happy and well-fed. 

But the best of it was the warm, welcoming sense of 

community and friendship.  It was a memorable moment in 

my 44 years in Atlin. 

Thank you, TRT, for that remarkable event!  

Wayne Merry 

     “Summer in Town” 
             By Jeff Salmon 

A Summer morning opens with a crystal 
clear blue sky, 
As a light breeze ushers in a few innocent 
wispy clouds. 

Within hours these clouds become more 
numerous 
While still permitting the sun to offer up a 
cheerful day. 

By afternoon however, the lighting turns 
from a bright yellow glow 
To a pale yellow-gray whiteness, as clouds 
are woven together. 

Then, by early evening the clouds become 
so thick 
You cannot see the sun lean into the 
western sky. 

Overnight a gentle but steady rain 
refreshes our town 
Brushing the dust off of full grown trees. 

For weeks brilliant sunshine was welcome  
Until the extreme dryness caused concern.  
Now, the only ones with concern are those 
who have planned a picnic. 

copyright c 2018 Jeff Salmon 
jeffandmich67@gmail.com 

 

mailto:lynnephipps@hotmail.com

